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MICHIGAN CITY -
4",/) More than 75 Michigan 
...._ City middle school stu­
-~ .... dents· are taking part in a 

;:::! Math Camp through the 
summer school prog-ram 

--.... held at Michigan City 
High Sc:Q.ool. The sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade 
students are participat­
ing ir.i ten day sessions, 
attending from 7:15 a.m. 
until noon. 

Seven area teachers 
are participating in this 
program to help bOost the 
middle school students' 
math grades. These teach­
erS are Paula Day, Linda 
Swenberg and Brenda 
C:hristenson from Krue­
ger Middle School, Adam 
Goebel and Amy Woja­
sinski-Labis from Elston 
Middle School, Amy Har­
mon from Barker Middle 
School and Mike Maeach 
from I<::napp Elementary 
School. 

Michigan City Area 
Schools, in a paYtnership 
with Purdue University-­
North Central, has re­
ceived a CARE grant to 
be used for ·math educa­
tion. CAHE (Conceptual 
Algebra Readiness for 
Everyone) focuses on-alge­
bia readiness, preparing 
students for -future math 
classes and skllls. 

"The basis of the part­
nership is the understand­
ing that we must begin at 
elementary and middle 
school to make sure stu­
dents 'have a strong foun­
dation and are ready to 
su-cceed in algebra in high 
schooi," ·said Betsy Kohn, 
1\llCAS Director of Com­
munications. 

1 During the summer ses­
sions, students rotate into 
six different classrooms. 
throughout the day, focus­
ing on six different topics 
which are geometry, com­
putation, prob:lem solving, 
;number sense, measure­
ments and algebra. 

Ivlaeach, who is a fifth 
grade teacher at Knapp, 
teaches at the math camp 
over the summer, but has 
taught CARE in his class­
room with success in the 
past. "We piloted it in my 
classroom three or four 
years ago so I'm really fa~ 
milia:r vvith it," he said. "If 

you look at ILrmpp's test 
scores, they've really gone 
off the charts. We've seen 
exponential growth." 

Part of the CARE pro­
gram includes the incor­
poration of games into the 
curriculum to help stu­
dents understand math, 
aS well as keeping their 
interest. 

One game, for exaillple, 
is called Australia.11 100. 
During this game, the 
teacher wHl roll a die ten 
times. With each roll the 
.students have the optiOn 
to add the number or the 
number multiplied by t'en 
to their total score. For ex­
ample, if the teacher rolled 
a seven, the student could 
use seven. or 70·. After ten 

·rolls, the .student ·closest 
to 100 without going over 
wins. ' 

Goebel, a science teacher 
at Elston Middle School, 
has several activities that 
have be~n incorporated 

into the measurements 
portion of the math camp. 
This include_s a rubber 
band cannon, which shoots 
rubber -bands at different 
angles. Hi2- students al1::o 
fold paper airplanes to 
throw, measuring the dis· 
tance they travel. 

He has seen the math 
camp help his students and 
believes it is pa_rtially due 
to keeping the students 
fOcused on math over the 
summer vacation. 

Referring to the stu~ 
dents he taught lal')t sum­
mer, Goebel said, "I did no­
tice their actual scores did 
go up. Probably because 
they didn't take the entire 
three months off." 

Dr. David Feikes, a pro­
fessor of math education 
at PNC is involved with 
the C_tlli.E partnership, 
working vvith teachers in a 
workshop setting, making 
sure they understand the 
CA..'R.E curriculum and the 

best way to teach it. 
. "The key for algel: 

readiness is class disc1 
sion. We focus on the so: 
tion process rather th 
the answer/) Feikes sa 
"Most teachers want 
a..11swer, I want to knt 
how you got it." 

Feikes said he belie>< 
CARE works for three 1·~ 
sons, the first of whiCh 
dedicated teacheis. "You' 
got great teachers he:r 
he said. The second T{ 

son, he said, is the adm: 
istrative staff. "I think ] 
Barbara Eason-VVatki 
and Dr. Jan Radford ha· 
been very supportive." 

The other reason 
CARE's success is the s1 
dents; "These kids h8 
been doing great thir 
ing," Feikes said. 
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MICHIGAN CITY . 
Lak€ HiHs STEI/I Magnet 
Elementary School has 
been selected by Project 
Lead The Way to pilot 
the newest science, tech~ 
no logy, engineering ·and 
mathematics program fbr 
students in kindergarten 
through fifth g1·ade. 

Lake Hills is one of 44 
schools in the United 
States to be selected as 
a pilOt school. By offer­
ing this new elementary 
STEM program to its stu­
dents, Lake Hills is ex­
panding its high-quality 
educational offerings for 
its students. 

According to Shelley 
Deutscher, STENI cool'­
dinator for Lake Hills 
school, the new curricu­
lum will be an extension 
of the current curriculum 
at the school. "The hope 
is that tbjs will be a way· 
for th::. =·.....::\s to ;_.,..~r:._.sitiur_, 
f:rorn eleme:ntary to L'lid­
dlE? ~chool," she said. 

Deutscher was des~ 
ignated as the master 
teacher for the elementa­
ry pilot. She will help lead 
professional development 
for the teachers at Lake 
Hills who are involved in 
the pilot. 

The 44 schools invited 
to participate in the pi­
lot program will test 12 
STEM modules and play 
an integral role in -the 
development of the :final 
version of the curriculum 
by providing feedback on 
their experiences to Proj­
ect Lead The Way. 

This feedback will influ­
ence the development of 
engaging curriculum and 
balanced assessment .for 
elementary students, and 

·the creation of effectiVe 
professional development 
for instructors. The final 
version of the elementary 
program 'hill be available 
to all school districts in 
the U.S. for the 2014-2015 
school year . 



l.f.Iichigan City Barker 
Middle School STEM 
Academy 

Michigan City's Barker 
Middle School is com- · 
pleting its first year as 
a STEM Academy, with 
all 6th, 7th and. 8th grad­
ers taking a 'semester­
io.ng 1class called Project 
Lead the Way (PLTV'J) 
- GATEWAY The PLTW 

· curriculum is founded in 

Greg 
Gxay 
Gatewa1• 
reacher 

education is 
attheheartof 
today's high­
tech, high­
skill global 
economy. 
For .A211erica 
to remain 
economically 
competitive, 
our next gen­
eration of 
leaders - the 

·ihe fundamental problem ... students of today - must 
solving and critical-thiJ;lk- de.velopthecritical-reason­
ing ski11s taught in tradi- . ing and problem-solving 
tional career and technical skills that will help make 
education (CTE), a_11.d ·it them the most. productive 
integrat~s national aca- in the world. 
demic arid technical learn- PLTW GATEWAY pro­
ini st8:p.dards and STElVi grams like the one ofi:!3red 
pri....1"""1cipleS, creating what at Barker engage students 
U.S. Secretary of Educa- in activities, projects, and 
tion.A....rne Dq.ncan calls one problem-based leaTning 
of the 1'gi·eat ".!lloclels of the through hands-on c}ass­
D.ew.·· ~ CTE succ-eeding all · room experiences. Stu­
across t..h.e country." PI:rV.T dents cre8~te, design, build1 

· Vvas re"Csnt1y cited by·the discover, collaborate and. 
I-:tarv:ctrd G:r2dnate SGhool solVe problems ·while a.p~ 
of Education as a "model plying ''ivhat they leam ill 
for 21st centu.ry career math and science. 
and ted1nical educatim.1.'' All 6th graders discov­
More than 4,200 schovls in ered how digital electroz:l­
all 50 states anQ. the Dis- ics has become a pow€rful 
trict of Colu1nbia are now force in our vvorld duri.t--:1g 
offeTing :?LTV? courses to t.~e 1'Maglc of Electrons" 
thsir students. unit. Signing thGir name 

STEIV! (Science, Technol- took on a ne-·H look vvhen 
o~, 1~::3-ginee:ring, IViath) students wer.e requii-ed to 

use Binar-y Code to iden~ 
tify their projects. Dm~ 
ing a UDit on "Flight and 
Space" they g-.casped the 
principles of aerod:ynam~ 
ics and orbital mechanics. 
The 7th g-raders competed 
to design the best simple 
machines in the :'Scie:llce 
of .Tecbnolog-/' UJl.it. They 
also built and tested wind 
generators and studiad 
solar energy alld other 
"green en'ergy" ideas in 
an "Energy and Environ­
ment" unit. The 8th grad­
ers worked to understand 
the principles of mecha­
ilismS and programming 
in the LIDJt "AutomatiOn 
and Robotics". They also 
were introduced to energ-y­
saving structur-al design 
processes in the aG:reen 
A..rcbit~cture" unit. 

Evexy week, between 
NASA Monday and Engi­
neering Disaster Friday, 
Barker students learned 
to p}an and think like en~ 
gi:ilee:rs a.trd · technicians 
by using the Design Pro­
cess to solve problems. 
(The Design Process is to 
engineers and technicians 
working in the humfuJ.­
built world as the Scien­
tific lVIethod is to scientists 
investigating the :naturs.l 

v-m:rld.) To incorporate this 
type of thiD..kiD~g, all stu­
dents designed solutions 
to problems in the "De­
sign and Modeling') unit 
with the help of precision 
measurement tools and 
3D Parametric Modeling 
software. 

As ou!' students move to 
Michigan City High School, 
they will have e:Kperienced 
a great deal about OUT hu­
man-built world and how 
science and ·math are con­
nected to the technological . 
world we live in. At JVIicbi­
ga.t"""l City High Schoo], all 
students will hav!8 the 
opportru1ity to continue'" 
their STE:M studies vvi.th 
nrore Project Lead the Way 
courses. These courses will 
provide students vrith an 
o:Prwrtu.~.tity to -earn dual 
credits, which gives our 
high sehoul students cred­
its at many colleges and 
universities around the 
cm.mtry. 

The . Gattway teachers 
at Barker STEM Academy 
are excited an. d. i_nvolved in 
delivering unique content 
to stl1dents, and we look 
for-Nard to vvatcbjng them 
grovv in their understand­
ing of the wo:dd around 
them. 
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Saying thanks: Lake Hills students and staff honor school volunteers 

By Jessica O'Brien 
Staff Writer 
Published: Tuesday, June 4, 2013 5:05PM CDT 

MICHIGAN CITY- Lake Hills STEM 
Magnet Elementary School hosted its 
annual STEM Supporter Luncheon Monday 
afternoon. Parents, grandparents and 
community members who have 
volunteered over the past school year 
were invited to the school for the event. 

According to Shelley Deutscher, STEM 
coordinator for Lake Hills, this luncheon is 
held at the end of every year for the school 
to say "thank you for all of your time and 
support and we hope we can count on you 
next year.u 

Students from Wndergarten and third grade classes perform for 
10lunteers during the Lal<e Hills STEM SUpporter Luncheon. Photo 
by Jessica O'Brien 

The luncheon was decorated with several items made by Lake Hills students. For example, 
thank you cards, made by third- and fifth-grade students, were set at each place setting. 
As a gift, the volunteers took home flower pots that were decorated by second-grade 
students. 

While lunch was provided by the school, the desserts were contributed by staff members. 

"Everybody Is a part of what we're doing," Deutscher said. 

Three Lake Hills kindergarten classes performed "Wheels on the Bus" during the luncheon. 
According to Deutscher, this was dedicated to the bus drivers for "taking us so many 
places in the community." 

Third-grade students, who recently studied rocks and minerals, also performed at the 
luncheon, singing two songs from their play "Rock Concert." 

Several people who attended the luncheon were volunteers for the STEM after-school 
program. These volunteers include Purdue University North Central students and staff, 
Michigan City High School Honor Society members, parents and grandparents. 

During the luncheon, each volunteer was asked to introduce themselves and state how they 
contributed to the school. Several of the guests were parents, grandparents and retired 
teachers who have volunteered in various ways throughout the year. 

06/11/2013 04:19PM 
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Staff Writer 
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have yolvn't~~~~~ o:Y.ef:/the ~ast d~dicated to fue bus drivers for, :Micl1iga~ City;Fi;~ De~,.;tment , 
school 'year''we:ie in:Y.ited to the ,.:'taking us so II\any plates hlthe (Pub)icTnforl}l/;>tion(()fficer Mark 
school for the eve~t, ·:C(\ · • :. •eommtipity." · · · .. , . .;, • ,.. ,,:Baker, volunteers •frOJnJridiana 

According · '.to');( Shelley Third-grac;le :students.; who 'Fa1m .. )3w~a;q, •th~,)Mic)rigan 
Deutscher, ST:{!JM · cf'§rdinator recently studiedii'ockii ,and mil>- •City/Area• Schoo~ .\'J'l'an~porta­
for Lake Hills, tills ]uricheon is erals, also perfor'!lled at the Jun-. tion Pistrict 'UiQ. inel)lbers of the 
held at the end orevery year for Cheon, singing two •songs fr:om. •llo.tt<:iw&tol)li 1\.ud!Iboi:i So~iety. 
the.school to say "tharik YO"):for it]le,iJ;p);'fY:S['tg~l<;Con~.e'!'F?,J,,f;;:<~·:••iNicJI'I !:!!ilJI'IIlgh·'•'f.roixi+fl1.~ La 
all of your time and support and'· -'·''!?ev~rl!l•p~op)e wh:o, atte11iled Z:P0rte.iCo,iiri~y·iSolid·iW~~fe.Dis-

:Zxth;~:r.:e can count. on you••;~;'it~n~;~~ ~:~s;t';\t;~~;;:.·~~fJhi:=~~:7~fit.~t}~w~:6:!~ 
The lmicheon was d~corated : gram:.Thes~·,;vohillteers include '.'pi·(;gi:am'i(to' :t~ii.ch?ishiderits ito 

with several· items ·made· by' ·Pmdue o;univ~rsity Nort!l (;8ll.i}fr~(1U'~~Y.t~\.J,s~;:~~cyd!~;~','''~:''• ·. ·· ' 
Lake Hills students. ;For exam- tral students an<! s.taff,•';Mic)Ji~::i·;J\.d<lr!3~~ing);th:<3:ii\yq)wlteers 
ple, thank you cards, made.•by gan :City••Migh •Scheid! Hcinor''cwho''!!ithiridei:!H,tlw>luiich,eon, 
third- and fifth-grade students, ··Society.:members,; parents and: Lal<:e.i.,:!;Iil)~.'·'PI:iJldpal,'. Connie·. 
were set at. each place setting. AS.· grandparents.·.,<·' ··' '·"' ... ,\ > B;>~))ill,:iiriri il<~id; \\You.r~present 
·a gift, the volunteers took home During !the' •luncheorii each >'onlyia))out a ithir(!.•.of.··a· quarter 
flower pots that. were decoratE;d voluntee;r: "'as. asked to intro- of a:ll tile volunta?rs. who have 
by second-grade student~. '. :,, /d,~8~:~lt.~":\~'\!.V:!3" .and state hqw made Lake F!llls what it is today 

While lunch was P,fOVIded by<,they R<>':'tril>11P~il to the,;.sc~qg), , ap.d IP~ll1lli:Xa}!·" , .... , . .· · , 
the school, the desserts wer~.·.So~'{~~j(),.p;t;;tV,<;l, imests were par,: : ·Easo)lcy.ratkins (\'!so thanked 
contributed by staff me'!llbers, ':'; ;:;~ilts;, grflll,dpareilts and Xetlre,d .. ; ;th~ gro,\)~ 0f:v:all)ilt~eH·. , . . · 

"Everybody is a part of what.{tr%h\l~~.:»'M hi?,V~ volurifeereu' ·{!'I ~anJte!Fyoi{\;he:~ommunity 
we're doing-," D~utspher.said. "·' ·;·'il't::Y;,i;io)ls:,wi\y~ ;throughout tl:te has ,i·eally stepped. forward to 

Three Lake Hills kinderg~-,y~!'Cf):'i'\' .. ' ::.·.:.:··. >, ·make:sure tlris.schoolis a sue-
ten classes performed "Wheels ·: ''Othei'>inClividuals. ·in atten- cess,''-:.'!she .. said, ."On ···behalf of 
on the Bus'' during the luncheon.· dan,ce includ<'>d· MOAB Si).perin- ' the diiitdct, fwant to say. thank 
Accor<#ng to Deutscher, this· was trJi.<JentB,ar}>ara,Eason-Watkins, you." · , 

. ':"'~'· . . . . .. · ·' .. . . . . 
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. -~ 

~ff ]~ssg©a ®~~rril8~ll 
Staff Writer 

MICHIGAN CITY 
Students and staff of Lake 
Hills STEM lVfagnet El~ 

em€ntary School spent 
Friday morning construct~ 
ing a Trail of .K.nowledge 
around the school building. 
With the help of 135 stu­
dents ·from Barker Middle 
School, parent volunteexs 
and several local orga..niza~ 
tions, Lake Hills students 
formed the path e.rou_nd 
the school grorurds. 

The path also includes 
learning stations such as 
a fossil station for third­
graders and a sensory gar~ 
den for Findergartners. 

"It's about giving 1dds 
ownership in thtir own 
school," sftid CoD..Die Bach~ 
mann, Lake Hills princi­
pal. "Our goal is alWays to 
give our st··udents skills to 
grow up and be responsi­
ble citizens, learning skills 
they can use caxe€r-wise or 
recreationally." 

Ten mosaic tiles created 
by Safe Harbor students 

I 
through the Lubezpjk 

. · . Center for the Arts were 
presented to the school 
and vvill be placed along 
·the trail. The tiles m:e dec­
orated with birds, butter­
flies and plants and will be 
placed in lean"'ing stations 
such as wetlands, wood­
lands, gardens,- pra1nes 
,and the butterfly garden. 

The involvement of 
Barker students on tbe 
project is based on a part­
nershiP between Lake 
Hills and Barker, which 
a:re both STEM schools. 
'We thought this would be 
a great way to develop that 
partnership," said Shelley 
Deutscher, STEM coordi­
nator for Lake Hills. 

'We're so close to Lake 
Michigan. We want stu­
dents to understand that 

Piluto by Jessica O'Brien 

Fin:.t-grade students from l21!~e 1--Hlls sn:M Magnet E!Bmentary 
SciioQI plant a garden for tile schooiB Trail of ~\nowledge. PictmBd 
(fmm left} at Tatiymla 1\!G.al, i(iena Newson and Austin 1-h.snsche. 

they can do their part 
to protect it," Deutscher· 
said. ''The more we can do 
hands-on will make them 
remember 21..nd bring those 
standards B.live." 

During the planting day, 
students were divided into 
groups, each \.•mrl<ing on a 
section of the trail. Several 
students planted fioY,Jers 
in front of the school, while 
another group spread wood 
chips alohg the path. 

Students also worked to 
redo a stump learning cen­
ter, a setting that consists 
of a circle of tree stumps, 
which wiH be used as Em 
outdoor classroom. Groups 
also worked on. the remov­
al of invasive species :and 
cleaned the parking lot. 

_Another ptQject the stu­
dents worked on was a veg­

. etable garden. Tomatoes, 
green beans and stravvber­
:ries were planted. 

"Hopefully everyone in 
the school will take turns 
tending to the gardens," 
said Dena Roths, a first­
g-.rade teacher at Lake 
Hills. 

Dozens of parents volun­
teered theii tln!e to help· 
constr-uct the trail, as well 
as a volu..J.teer :from. the 
Audubon Society: 

'lolunteer J.B.xnila Vance, 
parent of Lake Hills kin-

d8:tgartner Elijah Vance, 
brou .. ght along the young­
est vo1ut""1te..er of day, her 
4-year-old son, Justin, vrho 
helped held pull weeds. 

"I came out todg_y to he1p 
any way I could., pulling 
up weeds, c1eaning up the 
ar<;ja and malting it- look 
nke,'' Vance said. ('I've been 
really impressed. Ttlis 
school is really great." 

l~.ngsla McConnell-Orte­
ga also vol;u:o.teered to help 
en the project with her son, 
Colin iiicConnell. a11y son 
is really into pJanting and 
nature," NfcCQIL.QeU ~Ort.ega 
said. ''V.Je have a vegetable 
gru:den at hon1e so this is 
our bonding thing. a 

Flowers, vegetab]es and 
other supplies "'Nere donat­
ed to the project by local 
eommun.ity groups includ­
ing Vincini Faxms, Bu .. rek 
Farms, Sevich Gs.l"dens, 
Perennials Galore, HostB.s 
and I:iflore, Richey Org&.nic 
'IDrnatoes, Mark's Family 
lViaTket, Beachside Land~ 
scaping and Ili.JwJlam 
Gloves. 

Bach.rD.a.t"""Ll"l was g:-ratefnl 
for the voluntee:rs and the 
donations :ceci:;ived by the 
school. "ti\le don't h&:\te a lot 
of ext:ra fund,3 fo-r STEIV!," 
sh9 said. "It's importg:n.t 
that the community comes 
together.': 



Photos by Kelley Smid1 
f<ids enjoyed shooting rubbE!•· ducks off a log with squirt guns as pat of a weter festival at Kn.wgef Middle School. 
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Staff YVriiet I 

MICHIG.Ai\1 CITY I ' 
- To kick off Coastal 
Awareness Month, 
Krueger Middle Schoo! 
welcomed the com;mu­
nity to participate in 
a water festival they 
hDsted on the school's 
front lawn Satunlay. 

Krueger staff, stu­
dents and parent 
volunteers mcmned 
booths featurLng wa-
ter games, like bou..TJ.c­
ing ping pong balls 
into fish bowls and 
using squiTt guns to 
shoot :rubber ducks off 
a log. They also oper­
ated a dunk tank and 
distributed free. con­
cessions of hot dogs, 

at school 

,, 
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cormNUED from Page A1 

chips, drinks and snow-
cones. 

Environmental science 
teacher Amanda May­
croft operated educa­
tional activities teaching 
participants about the 
water cycle and how land 
development can lead to 
pollution. 

Representatives from 
the Michigan City Fire 
Department and U.S . 

Coast Guard demon- 1 

strated water rescue 
techniques, and Bass Pro 
Shop was on hand to pro­
vide fishing lessons. 

Guests at the water 
festival also enjoyed 
learning about water 
quality testing, inva­
sive species, the canoe 
and kayak demonstra­
tions, and student-guid­
ed tours of the school's 
bird path and forest 
management area, rain 
garden and rain barrel 
projects. · 
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Staff Writer 

MICHIGAN CITY -
t3upexintendent of Public 
Instruction · Glenda Ritz 
tamed Lake Hills STEM 
Magnet Elementary 
School on Thursday. 

JF'ifth-gmde students 
01nar ' Serrano, Marcus 
Blackmon, Hudah Achy 
and Nyla Asad showed 
Ritz around the school. 

R.itz paused in the 
fourth-giade · common 
area to ask students about 
the independent projects 
on display. All the projects 
were on e:rosion and. land 
forms. 

STEM coordinator 
Shelly Deutscher ex­
plained that each quarter 
students do projects re­
lated to what they stud.y. 
T'his quarter the fourth­
grad.e:rs studied. how 
wind and water affect 
land. fo:rms. 

After the tour1 Ritz said 
that .she goes out a cou-

s . 

' 

'· 
' 

Photos by Brian Schlender 
Omar Serrano, Marc~s Blocl(mon, fl"<lal1 Acl1y anol Nyla Asad 
showed Superintendent ol P~bllc lnstr"clion Glenda RiltZ aro"nd 
lal(e ~ills Elementmy. S~perintemienl ol P"blic lnslmction Glen­
da PolitZ looltS at ·Jour-grader lncleloondenl projects at lol(e Hills 
STEM Magnet Elementary School. 

ple times' a week :to talk Once the areas are iden­
to school offiCials) may- ti:fied 1 continued Ritz, 
ors and community lead- the coordinators will be 
ers around Indiana. The shown how to identify 
tours are part of Ritz's resources in their com­
"community approach." munities. 
The goal of the commu- Ritz plans to imple­
nity approachis to create ment a technology · sys­
equity,.Ritz s~d. tern to help cOordinators 

Ritz wants_ to identify fino1 resources and update 
coordinators in each com- information about their 
munitY who can then srchoolS.'She wants schools 
assess the areas their to know Yvhat "equity and 
schools need help with. high quality look like." 
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~~~:.~ifj~~~:~~:_:_ ... __ --- ':.....:-. -~~~.: "_ · :.·· .. __ _::__. . ~. ··_:--',·,·P·_ ·_-.ho~t',''"'s":'b:_y;,_-,-_;B',:..t''i'a•_-_.n'1-S-oh,l;e ___ h_d;.•'rr~ 
and Nyla ilJ3ad·;.showed'. •Omar,:Serrano,.Marcus.,Biackmon, ._Hudati-i!ithy•·:ali'd'!:N)ila::Asad;i 
Ritz around-the. sChool. .showed:Superintendent.of-PublicJnstructlon•Gieilcta·•Rttz,arnuncti 

Ritz paused. · in the taka'Hills Elemerttary.:Supertntendentof Publidnstructlon:Gienc; 
fou...Moh-grade ·common .da;Ritz::looks -atJour~grader ·independent ·prdjects .• at'.Lake·:Hi!IS:: 
area to-ask students· about STEM:Magnet:Eiementary School. 
the independent-,projects 
on ilisplay..'I'JEthe-;-projects ple .times a week to talk Once_ the areas_,_are.,Iden"; 
were on erosion.·imd·-1and to .school.. .officials, may- tified, .continued- 'cRitz,< 
forms. ors. _and community lead-- the. coordinators c:will:..Cbeii 

STEM coordinator ers .around-.-Indiana. The shown how to. -identifyJii 
Shelly Deutscher ex- tours .are __ ,part .. of._Ritz's · · ·-·· 
plained that:ea'cli,quarter "community. . approach." 
students .do <projects·.re- 'The ... goaL.of the commu­
lated to w'hat.they,study .. ,nity'approach-is,to .create 
Tbis quarter .the .fourth• ecfuity, Ritz-said. 
graders studied.. how Ritz . wants,,-.to identifY 
wind and water affect coordinators.in.each.com- in:tormation .about ..... theii', 
land forms. munity .who .. can ·then schools .. .She.wante,sclihol~-

After the tour, Ritz,said assess the .areas their to·.know-what:.~equity--·and 
that she goes out -a· cou- .schools need· help with.. high quiility look'-likei' 



Society selects tvvo Innovators of the Morith 
D o show new ways 
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iJij~t9v~t~rs 
rr;i~~'[f'lt ~\MJ: ¥J~ .. ~ig~ yity s.chool is a 
. o ,~. P'.lppr~a<:Ifug science, techriology, 

•?gmeermg and Jii.!'th i\Cioss the cur-
ncu!nm. . ,,.,., 

' l:hro\I~hqut f11e:year, there are four 
t11emes t!J~t influence ecl\jcation among 
the 430 students, 85 perceijt on free and 

· .. ·. 

{)9/31/13 TIIETIMES 

redu?ed lu!1ch. Thes~ are life scien~~~· 
physical science; engineering and·t~ch~ 
nology; and space and earth. 

The society is part of the Gerald I 
La.mkiu Innovation and Entrepreneur: 
ship Center of Ivy Tech Community Col­
lege Northwest. 

For more information, call O'Merrial 
J3utchee, director of the Lamidn Center 
at (zr~) 981-4942, or John Davies, assis­
tant director, at {219) 981-nu, ext. 2292. 
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·Tile. Michigarl. Ciil; Robotics learn plii!ced seventh in the inaugural !m.iianarm:sr (fou- inspir3~ion and Recognition of Sci~nC~ ami re,,hnlolb,gy) 
. Robotics Ch•mpionship in lodi•oapolis. · · 

. . 

(~SR~ tr®~@fill@[:) \1@01tllill f~~C~©®[:l ~f\~ iuB ~DftCID~© 
llliv ]®•eli©® @'imui®~ 
Staff Writer 

MICHIGAN CITY - The 
Michigan City Robotics team 

. was ~ne of 54 te:;~.ms chOsen 
·to participate in the ianau­
gural IndianaF!RST (For In­
spiration and Recognition' of 
Science and TechnolOgy)' Ro­
botics Championship May 18 
in Indianapolis. 
· Michigan City Robotics 'was 

matched with a team from 
· IndiEmapolis ~lid a tea~ from 

· M un.ster, forming an alliance 
that placed seventh out of 
eight at the Championship. 

The purpose. of the alli­
ances allowed the teams to 
play three agaillst three ·on 
the court· in an elimination 
style tournament, ~ccordini 
to· Safe HarbOr and Michigan 
City Robotics Coordinator 
Herb Higgin. · 

The competition between 
robots allowed them to score 
points bY thrqwing discs 
through hoops. 

The robots were aiso . i'e- Mai-quette High School, La 
quired ·to 1 climb. a . pyramid,- Lumi~r~ School~ _and Victory 
receiving points base_d oil the Christiaxi Academy as Well 
how high each robot could as home schooled students. 
climb. The students built the ro-

_"It's. all about' scoring for- bot;FirehaWk version 2.0 be­
this particular tournament," ·fween Jan. 5 and Feb. ·23. "It 
.Higg{n said. 'We were the Wa~_a.greatyeat.Thekidsdid 
best defensive ro'bot, but dEi~ rec!Uy well,". Hig~n said. "J'm 
feri.se doesn't win· 'robotics really'proud of the t~affi." 
championships." More information cin 'how 

The Michigan Clty .Robot- to become involved with the 
ics team consisted of 12 high Mich!gan City Robotics tea~ 
school students, coming fro:in is ·available by calling Safe 
Michigan City High School, Harbor at (219) 873-8740. 

rx 
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MICHIGAN , CITY -·. 
Krueger Middle School 
held a ribbon cutting cer­
einony Friday afternOon 
to officially open its new 
forest management pa:.th, 
which is open to f;he public. 
Tins ceremony marked the 
completion. of' the second 
phase ofKrueger1s·ongoing 
Outdoor Environmental 
Sdence Center. · 

' . 

This mile-long path- YV<?.S­

created by .studBnts and lo­
cal pl'ofessional8. f:J-ueger 
Principal illm"cha Birkholz 
opened the ceremony by 
aclmowledging and thank­
ing those -partners _ who 
made the project possible, 
including the Miclligan 
City Foresh-y Department, 
Lowe's, Don1

S Construc­
tion and the Michigan City 
Area Schools Plant Plan­
ning Department. 

. -.-_---.·. ' ........... --. ,.. . ... · _·:_._ .- PhotobyJessicaO'Brien 
Partners who tool\ part in the creation oithe:~ew lorest manageh1erit:pat11 at Krueger.Middle school (from le'fl).John Yeakey, MCAS 
plant planning; fran!\ Seillleimer, Michig~n .City forester; Martha.Birhlmlz, 1\ru.eger princi'pal; Dr;: Barbara Eason-Watkins, MCAS 
superintendent; Vera Jones, l(rueger assis\anl principal; Don Sn.app; MCAS bus driver/Don's. Conslruc,tion; B.eth Pishkur, MCAS 
board of school trustees; Joshua Bennett,.MCAS bus driver/Don:s ·.construction; Walter Corlett;.Don's .Construction; and Doug 
Schroeder, MCAS plant planning. · · · · · · 

''Our staff and students 
haveyvorkedtirelessly"With eight learning stations 
these. partners to develop . along the path. These sta­
tbis second trail on our tions were forest uses, 
property," "Birkholz· said. small woodland creatuTes, 
"The students are· leanllng flood plain . overlook, up­
about science, terunwork, land soil pit, _tree bark 
public speaking and much identification·, canopy gaps, 
more through their-hands-. what, makes a tree a tree, 
on work on the project. We · and tree leaves identifica­
are thrilled to be able to tion. 
offer this resource for' m·ea The students not only 
elemen·omy students and learned from creating the 
for our community.'' paths, but the outdoor 

Following the ribbon setting is also used as a 
cutting ceremony, students 
provided information at Please see 1\RUEGER, A3 

Ivy Tech Commu­
nity College .Vice 
Chancellor Rick 
Soria (centei') 
participates with 
Krueger Middle 
School students 
at a learning 
station·cturing 
the opening of 
Krueger's new 
Forest Manage­
ment Path. 
Photo provided 
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classroom. "If it's 35 degrees 
or warmer, we go outside," 
said environmental technolog-y 

· teacher Brian Schroll. "Rain 
and lightning are the only 
thL'lgs that will keep us out of 
here." 

The path features a pavilion 
which, according to Schroll, can 
be used as a classroom by all 
Of the teachers at Krueger. ''If 
a math. teacher wants to do a 
math lesson, they can bring 
their class and some clipboards 
out and have class out here.:' 

"This is gre'at. I'm very im­
pressed," said former K...ruger 
Principal Kirk Rogers. "I was 
principal here for. 2.0 years and 
I never knew this was back 
here. They've opened up a big 

' area and it was well thought 
out." 

Assistant Principal Vera 
Jones gave an update on the si.."'{ 
phases in the creation of ¥_rue- . 
ger's Outdoor Environmental· 
Scie..ll.ce Center. The first phase 

1 

was a bird trail and habita and 
the second phase, yvhich was 

. the forest management area 
and trail creek access, are both 
complete. 

The next phase, a prairie 
grass area with an outdoor · 
education center, is curren)dy 
in the works. Stodents will · 
begin planting in the next few 
weeks. 

Phases three and four are a · 
wetland area trail and a wet­
land area with boardwalk and 
creek restoration. According· 

to .Jones, the school received a 
$98,000 gL~ant for the t\vo Wet­
land areas, one of which will in­
clude a floating boardwalk. 

Currently, the school'is still 
working on funding for the 
fifth phase, which will consist 
of a butterfly habitat. Ti)e sixth 
phase will be a pond/marsh 
habitat, located directly in 
front of the school. 

Next week, Krueger Mid­
dle School will be hosting 
"Field Day'' trips for elemen­
tary schools across the region. 
More than 900 students will be 
touring the forest management 
path and the bird habitat trail. 

Krueger will be celebrating 
Coastal Awareness Month by 
hosting a water festival from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Ji.me 1. The· 
public is invited to tour both 
trails. EYJribits on water re­
lated topics such as fishing, co­
noei.ilg, and kayaking .also will 
take place, as well as games 
and activities for children. 

.! 



l(rtJeger students and staff gather for a group photo after hearing a proclamation about Arbor Day. 
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MICHIGAN CITY -
Students ' at Krueger 
Middle . School marked 
Arbor Da~ during a spe­
c~al ceremony Friday, 
readi..'lg a proclamation 
and planting 12 mature 
trees on school property, 
mostly on Springland Av-

. enue near the·entrance to 
fts_ 'ne-vv Forest Ma.11age­
meht :path. 

The trees (mature red. 
oaks, honeY locusts and 
sycamores) were provided. 
by the City of Michigan 
City through an Indiana 
Department of Natural 
ReSources COmmunity 
a.nd Urban ForestrY Tree 
Canopy . Improvement 
Grant. According to City 
Forester Frank Seilheim­
er, trees were also plant­
ed in commemoration of 
Arbor Day at the Mtmici­
pal Golf Course and at 
Southgate. 

Students · in the En­
vi:roi;rrnental _Technol­
ogy Class a·t Krueger, 
along with teacher Brian 
Schroll, planted the ma-

l ture trees and will moni­
tor their growth. Stu­
dents in the Class also 
took the lead o~ creating 
the sChool's new Forest 

Management Trail, which 
will open on Friday. 

Beginning Monday, 
students at Krueger 
will conduct elementary 
school "field day" tours 
of the new Forest Man~ 
agement Path and the 
Bird Habitat Trail, both 
of which feature learning 
stations on wildlife, trees, 
water and soil. From 
10 a.m.,2 p.m., June 1, 
members Of the public 
"are invited to tour Krue­
ger's trail system during 
a "\!Vater Festival'' that 
will be held at the school 
to kickoff Coastal Aware­
ness Month. 

This family-friendly 
celebration will also fea­
ture activities and games 
for children, food and ex­
hibits by area organiza­
tions including the DNR, 
the Northwest Paddling 
Association and many 
others. 

Krueger Middle School 
oj>ened as an Environ­
mental Studie~ Center 
this past fall, offering 
students in grades 6-8 
coursework tailored to 
environmental science. 

For more information 
about the· school's pro­
gn>ms, · call (219) 873-
2061 ... 

Photos provided 
SWde~ls all(rueger i'Jiiddle School pla1!1etl 12 ma·<me trees on 
scllool pmpel'ly, mostly"" Springlaod 1\ven"e nea1· the eniraoce 
to its new foi"est JV1om.agement Pa'i:h on friday in celebration of 
Arbor llay. 

·~ 
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Volunteer uses engineering skills to increase exposure to STEM 

Details 
By Ailll Richards 
Monday, Apl1129, 2013 
Hits: 32 

AI Walus, a senior project manager with C1n1stopher B. Burke Enginee1'ing in Crown Point, fud., is on a mission to 
increase the number ofloca1 students pursning careers in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). He is a 
volunteer with the Safe Harbor Afterschool Program in Michigan City, fud. 

In this interview with the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Walus tallcs about why he believes it is important for 
schools to provide a space where partnerships with community organizations can flourish and volunteer mentors can 
provide students with altemative paths to learning. 

Mott: How did you cmmect with the Safe Harbor AfterschoolProgram? 

Walus: I started voluntee1'ing with an environmental science outt·each program during sumner school, and it caught the 
attention ofHerb Riggin, who coordinates Sate Harbor. He was looking for ways to boost participation in S':(EM 
activities year round. 

Afterschool really got our foot in the door. Once we got the ball rolling with a few initial contacts, the dominoes just 
started fulling in place. We were able to recmit engineers and technicians fi·om 14 local companies. We've found there 
are a lot of people out tl1ere witl1 a passion for ilie sciences and a concem for kids. Volunteering hmled out to be a lot 
less burdensome ilian most of us anticipated. 

In tl1e afterschool space, we're able to tty activities iliat there's just no tilue for duril1g the regular school day. In 
addition to tilne, Safe Harbor has made it possible for us to work with youoger students in elementaly and middle 
schoo~ which is c1itical because you've got to intt·oduce kids to tl1ese concepts before sixth grade if you want tl1em to 
consider pursning a career in science or enginee1'ing. 



Mott: What conditions are necessary to create and sustain a successful volunteer program after school? 

Walus: Good leadership and the ability to work over the longtenn to engage with and :facilitate the use ofvohmteers. 
FleXIbility- being open to letting people volunteer on their own tenns, whether it's weekly or on a shorter, more 
intense basis. A good program provides vohmteers with the supports - training, scheduling, teaching space and 
matetials- they need. 

As a volunteer, I bling the technical and scientific training needed to give the kids a pretty interesting learning expetience 
-but I have no ability to line them up to go to the bathroom I'm in awe of the afterschool staffs ability to keep order 
and cahn 

Mott: How do volunteers and cmmmmity patinerships emich afterschool programs? 

Walus: Most districts ru·e being furced to cut budgets, and one way to maintain the quality oflearning is to use 
volunteers - and the resources oflocalnonprofits and businesses. Volunteers fi·om outside the world of education and 
social work bring new ideas and strengths to the classroom- a new set of skills that can benefit the students and 
sometimes, the distlict itself 

Volunteers help bting a broader set of expe!iences. 'Ihey can help open kids eyes to different things, new experiences. 
They setve as role models. It's not too often that elementary school students nm into engineers. How will our kids know 
they want to be engineers if they've never met one? 

Mott: Can you tell us a little about the organizational chatt you created to descnbe Michigan City's afterschool S1EM 
progratn? 

Wains: As an engineer, I need to lay things out. I need to know who's helping with afterschool, who's doing what. The 
chatt- I put it together one evening on my computer- was my attempt to diagram community resomces and 
pattnerships and track the relationships and intersections between the schools and the community. 

There's always a lot of uncertainty when you tty new things, test new relationships. For me, the chart helps maintain a 
focus on what we're hying to accomplish. The chatt helps remind us who's on bomd, who needs to be kept in the 
information loop, who needs to be involved in making decisions. It's a public relations tool as well It helps potential 
partners understand how we work to increase S1EM activities drning and after school 

Mott: What prompted you to vohmteer with the Michigan City schools? 

Wains: Mypru·ents set a great eXatuple for me as I was growing up. I gness you could say that I was predisposed to 

becoming a mentor because they were such active vohmteers. I learned to pay it forward. 

My motivation for volunteering with the schools grew out of my long-time membership with_Michigan City's Economic 
Development Corporation- and my growing concern about the area's next generation workforce. In om comer of 
Indiana, the need for high-tech, high-skill workers is !ising. Our prosperity as a colllll1rnlity depends upon a well-tt·ained, 
well-educated workforce. And as an engineer, I was looking for ways to cmmect students with the profession 

Miclligan City's Safu Hmbor afterschool program was featured in the Charles Stewatt Mott Foundation's 2011 Atmual 
Report. To leammore about Safu Harbor and other model afterschool initiatives across the countty, visit 
Mott' s Afterschool Issue page. 

(Note: This rep01t is provided as a service to our readers from a press release submitted to eastvillagemagazine.org. It has been edited to confonn to AP 
and local style. The originator of the release is responsible for all information provided.) 
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Photo provided 
Science students al Barker Middle School work on maldng bat 
boJtes, which will be donated to the Shirley Heinze Land Trust on 
Earth Day. · · 

~ 

illy Hl.e!iey Smro~Uu 
Staff Wriier 

MICHIGAN CITY -
Barker Middle School 
students in the sev­
enth and eighth -grades 
have spent the past two 
weeks building 10 bat 
boxes that they will 
donate to the. Shirley 
Heinze Land ·Trust at 
8:40 a.m. at the school 
Monday; which. is Earth 

·nay. 
The _boxes · will be 

used by bats for sleep­
ing during the day, and 
.were created in. the stu~ 

dents' science classes 
with the specific intent 
to provide designated 
spaces for the Indiana l 
Bat, which is an endan~ / · 
gered species. <;::::: 

A sixth-grade science ~ 
class also will install 
one bat box and a bird 1'\\ 
feeder at Barker on ~ 
EarthDay. ~ 

Barker science teach~ ~ 
er Ralph Gee said, "It's .... ~ 
a good experience for ..,.'~ 
the kids to find out ~--~ 
about local animals 
and habitats, and to see 
what they can do to help 
their comro'Q.nity." 

.,,.. 

\ 
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MICHIGAN CITY- A 
"One Book One School" 
reading project has blos­
·somed into a service learn­
ing p!'oject that Barker 
Middle School hopes will 
help provide cleaD. drink­
ing water for hundreds of 
people in Sudan. 

Barker Middle School's 
fundrais.er' - a ('Penny 
V-Jar); for clean vvater -
began this •;-reek ·and 
vvill . en.d Frid_ay. PJl pro­
ceeds >;;rill go to VVate:r 
fo:r South Stidan, Inc., a 
n.onproi1t o:rganizatio:a 
that driEs li1T<Slls to pl·o­
vide clean drinking wa­
te:r in Sudan. 'I'he BaTker 
Stuch.nY~ CmJ.ncil, which 
is spearheading the proj­
ect) hop•as to ·:r-aise $5,000 
toward a 'Nell - which 
costs $15,000 to dig and-
ins{all. · · 

Barker stn.dents and 
stan :recentlY finished 
the bo-ok, ('A Long VV8Jk 
To 'Nater'' by Linda Sue 
Park. This I-Joosier book 
is based on a tru-e story 
and foc•-1ses on th.-:: wax in 
Sudan in the mid 1980;:; 
and the ongoing challenge 
of supplying clean w·ater 
in A-frican Countries. 

Salva and Nya tell two 
parallel stories in the 
book. One story is about 
Salva, a "lost boy" who 
walks to Ke·nya with 
15,000 other refugees to 
escape Sudan's civil •,;;rar; 
the other story, set in 
·}.:.;resent day, ~hronicles an 

Photo provide 
Barkc9i' !V~!~:ld~a School's ftm~raiser- a 1'Permy \f.Jar" fur clean wa_ter- began this wee!{ and wilt m11 

f.rid.!:ly. AI! pr·oce,9ds ~'Jill go tu Water for South Swjan, Inc., a nonprofit org~niza1lirm ti1.at c11·ms well 
tn pmvkle clean reMn!dng 1Nail:er ir1 Stm1an. ·ncae. 8ar!{er $:udent Council, wllkh is spearheading th1 
pr:OjGc"i, hot:~es to rai.s,e ~55 1000 towmd a well - w[lich custs ~~15lHJO to dig and ins~al!. BBfl{B 
s·~mlei!! Cmmdi membe~s im.;~tn:tle Cody !Road~ {from l0tl:}1 Myon McGee, Dali11 1\~cCl~liy smd Meg:a1 
Gt!shmws!d. 

.African -girl's daily strug­
gle to p:rovid.e watBr for 
her f:::rD.{ily. 

In "the end, Salva Dut 
grows up, comes to the 
Uriited StateE! and dedi­
cat•3S his life to the or­
ganization 1NateT for 
South Sudan, Inc. He now 
drills wells in Aixica to 
bring dean V!ate:r to com-.,. 
mun1~.o1es. 

Books fo:>.: Barker's 
schoolv1ide "One Book 

One Schoor' reading proj­
ect were p:ro-;Jided thrOugh 
a Michigan City' Educa­
tion Foundation grarit for 

. te8.chers, a project of the 
Unity Founclation. 

The ef.fort also includ­
ed tie-ins io other areas 
of the curriculum: As 
students and staff read 
chapters of "A Long VValk 
to ¥latex," teachers and 
staff used daily video an­
nouncements to explain 

hovv wells are engineered 
the health implication. 
of drinking uns3.fe watm 
the science of water test 
ing and the history of th1 
strife in Suq_an. 

Donationsfo:rth.ep:ro-jec 
vvill be accept6cl thro11gl 
Friday at the school. Fo 
more information, contac 
Jill Grabowsld, Barke 
Student Council advism 
at (219) 873-2000 1 exi 
7350. 
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i , Public, private, charter, and home-school parents:-

.. ' 

. You have a choice! Michigan CityArea Schools 
invites you to consider our outstanding magnet 
schools for YOUR chlld's education. 

i' State-of-the-art facilities . 

~ Strong focus on core academics 

<f!Enrichment in the arts and sciences 

~Specialized insh-uction through 
the latest technology . 

Vislit lEiillllclillteMC.net or 
clillll (ZlW) 8'73-:woo to lillpply. 

2Dl.Ferguson Road 
A K-5 magnet school for Science, 
Technology'. Engineeripg, & Math 

Pine Elementary 
1660 County Line Road 

A K-5 magnet school for the 
ViSual & Perfonning Arts 

Open erurollment: S.T.E.M., Cultural Arts, 
and Environmental Science Middle Schools. 

Open to students outside the MCAS district! 

Now serving hlgh-ability students: 
Call (219) 873-2000 to see if YOUR child qualifies for 

our gifted/talented programs, grades 3-8! 

o.L 
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Ivy Tech CoiJ1Emnity 
College invited Lake Hills 
Elementary Schvol :fifth­
gnJ.cleo:.-s ":J be "scientists 
for a day" Friday at the Ivy 
Tech Pejiy campus. 

'T'i'vo groups of stuclentS 
first were tr?.nsformed · 
into scientists bY doiming 
go'wns, gloves &Jd goggles 
and U)en went into Lhe lab 
with Ivy Tech instructors, 
including David Iv'Ierrill, 
who is the scierice program 
chainnan at the Michigan 
City campus· and. teaches 
anatomy and physiology. 

}':1/Ier:rill taught students 
about the heart, brain and 
lungs and fielding .questions 
about ho'N the brain works 
while. dissecting a cow brain 
for the students. 

The fifth-graders ~;vere al­
lowed to hold the specimens 
and to learn more about 
each of th6 parts of the or­
gans, and watched as 1'/Jier­
rill inflated lungs y·vith air. 

Students also learned 
abuut fossils, rocks and 
miiierals in another part of 
the lab. 

Shelley Deutscher, STEM 
coordinator for Lake Hills, 
said the students were learn­
ing a Variety of scienc~ con­
cepts through the generosity 
of Ivy Tech and. its s'taff. 

- From s"talt reports 

:l. S~tultiili"s IJ~i·orrQ lal-te t--ml · 
E!emerriary S'Choo! checH 
onJJt a set of !Jig fim11gs and 
b~·ains OJ3 they t~~\en part 

i11 S~.::i'BI'Itist for a Day at 
·u~B Ivy lec!-m vmci1igan City 

Pejic c.s;n1l~tl3. 
2. J.-\ s~J..!clarr( fmm lahe 
!·lm Eierfu-ant;a'iy Scl1ool 
reacts ane~ biHng into 

a liqt~id nitrogen fmzen 
c~le•3se f,HJJfl' wlhile ~aiti~1g 
(O.~rrt tn ·u~e :!.iG~eflkist ·for a 

Day event 
3./4 st~·t:Jan~ veaas after 

iOii.J-ching pig !tmgs. 
IPOO,~<L'e ~)J GG~J ~J1i'aUi[Oijs!rl 
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modifications proved ef­
fective; MC Robotics was 

· closely n1atched with 
•Tea:tn '71's robot through­

Alliance by a comfm'tab1e ·put. the match. In the end, 
margin of 12LJ.-86. A nail- the team suffered a devas­
biting se•::ond match was :tating 20-point technical 
Vi! On by the :slim margin of foul when the Firehawk 
7 points, ,;vith a .B.nal score '\;;;ras pushed across half 
of 119-112. e:Qurt. The final tally was 

'The FIRST Robotics pro­
gram allows high school stu­
dents, community mentors 
and their family members to 
worl< toward a common goal 
of designing, building; mar­
keting and operating a- com­
.petitive robot in a business­
like environment. 

During tl1e six week build 
seaso!il starting in January, 
the team designs, bu1Jds, 
programs, and operates _a 
120 pound robot tq perform 
a task. 

Upagainsttheteamthat a 131-104 loss for MC 
helped create the, robot- Hobo tics and the end of 
ics -program in the lVtid1i- the Firehawk's bid for the 

· gan City Area Ekhools cHampionship title. 
and the ou{y four-time ·;Drive Team student 
vtrorld champions, Team coach Ben Miller said, 'We 
'71 of I~-Iammonol, 1nov-ing e:x~:~eeded our vvildest ex­
on to the :ilnals w:.as bit- pedations: in Chicago. To. 
temweet for lV.IC Robotics; be :Ghosen for an 1\lliance 

·but the. team gave their and mal'!::e it all the way to 
n.1entors S•:Ene .strong· com- the:·.finG'Lls was an tu1believ­
petition. it.:fter a 142-100 able experience .. Our team 
ftrst-match loss, the team .. will definitely build on 
xnodi:fied their Firehav.rk this 1 and come back even 
:robot to incr19ase its height stronger for competition 
and. block more shots. The next: season." 

Higl1 school stuc!ents from 
Michigan City High SchoO!, 
'Marquette, La Lumiere and 
Victory Christian Academy 
CLirrently participate in the 
program. All area high scllool 
students· are invited to join 
the team. 

For rnore. information 
about sponsoring, 'mentoring 
or joining The MC Robotics 
Fii-ehawl< Team 3936, con­
tact HeriJ Higgin or She1·ri 
Silcox at 219-873-2026. 
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Public, private, charter, and home-school 
parents: You have a choice! Michigan City Area 
Schools invites you to consider our outstanding 

.----.:::'~~~sc~h~o~o~ls~for YOUR child's education. 

Pine Elementary 
1660 County Line Road 

A K~S magnet school for the 
Visual & Performing Arts 

<$l Enrichment in the 
arts and sciences 

~ Specialized instruction 
through the latest 
technology 

~ State-of-the-art 
facilities 

1" Strong focus on 
core academics 

Lake HiJlg Elementary 
201 Ferguson Road 
A K-5 magnet school for Science, 
'Thohnology, Engineering, & Math 

Visit JEducateMIC.net I[]JJl" 

cailll (219) 3'73·21[J)I[J)«Jl 11:1[]J aJll>Jlllly. 

·tt'liSI Open enrollment: 
' S.T.E.M., Cultural Arts, 

i · and Environmental Science 
·I 
' Middle Schools. Open to students 

outside the MCAS district! 

Now !>erving high-ability 
!ltudent!l: Call to see if YOUR 

child qualifies, for our gifted/ 
talented programs, grades 3-8! 

Mkb;gan City 
Areill Schools 
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March 31,2013 6:00am ' Times Staff 

Society selects March 
Innovators of the Month 
As part of its effmt to highlight its 2012-13 class, the Society ofim10vators of 

Nmthwest Indiana has selected Anthony Thurman and Connie Baclnnann as its March hmovators of the 

Month. 

Anthony Thurman, an animated filmmaker fi·om Gary, is the first Ivy Tech alumni to be inducted into The 

Society of Innovators. The founder of Alt Key Productions launched an award-wining animated series of short 

films that have won local, national and international acclaim. 

Drawing from his own experience with depression, these films describe the challenges of a fictional police 

officer named "Detective Downs." He has produced two in tllis series, including his latest film, "The 

Depression of Detective Downs 2: On Depression's Edge." It won accolades at the Scottish Mental Health 

Arts & Film Festival in Glasgow, Scotland. Last October, it was selected for screening and competition at the 

Marbella Intemational Fihn Festival in Spain. 

Thunnm1 works at Ivy Tech Northwest's Gary Cmnpus pmt-time in the computer lab. Now stmting his third 

"Detective Downs" fihn, he said producing these films helps others deal with depression because "Detective 

Downs" manages his caseload m1d life's challenges despite his disability. 

When U.S. Secretary of Education Amie Duncan visited Lake Hills STEM Magnet School, he encouraged 

educators to develop a rigorous STEM curriculum. His emphasis in 2011: Help students at ti1e first STEM 

public elementm·y school in Nmihwest h1dim1a m1d the first non-chmier magnet public school in Indiana 

become future problem solvers and innovators. 

"Since we became a STEM school, !STEP+ scores have drmnatically improved," said Lake Hills Principal 

Connie Bacl1111mm, "Students demonstrating proficiency on science rose from 61 to77 percent." 

Today, fuis Michigm1 City school is a model on spreading science, technology, engineering and math across 

the curricnhnn. Throughout the year, there are four themes that influence education among ti1e 430 students, 85 

percent on free m1d reduced lunch. These m·e life sciences; physical science; engineering and technology; m1d 

space and emih. 

The society is pmi of the Gerald I. Lamkin hmovation and Entrepreneurship Center ofivy Tech Cmmnunity 

College Northwest. 

For more information, call O'Merrial Butchee, director of the Lmnkin Center at (219) 981-4942, or Jolm 

Davies, assistant director, at (219) 981-1111, ext. 2292. 
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The Michigan City High School Quiz Bowl Team 

won the 2013 DunelandArea Conference Quiz Bowl 
Tournament, which was held at Chesterton High 
School on Monday, March 11. 

The Wolves defeated Valparaiso High School (50-
31), Chesterton High School (53-46), and Portage 
High School (67-48) to bring home the champion­
ship. 

The team ended its regular season with a 6-3 re­
cord, and competed at the State Quiz Bowl Tourna­
ment at Lafayette Harrison High School on Satur­
day, March 16. The team will also be featured on 
upcoming episodes of the Lakeshore Public Tele­
vision quiz show, "Making the Grade" (broadcast 
dates to be announced). 

~ I 

n 
! 

Pictured are Varsity and JV players (Seated, L·R): 
Olivia G!owacl<i, Veronil<a Werner, Theresa Saenz, Evan Prast, 

James Kaiser, Ryan Krueger, Wesley Deutscher, Joshua Palmer, 
and Tyler Richards. Team coach (standing) is MCHS Social 

Studies teacher Brian Richards. 

r 
, . 
~~ March 28.2013 

Sll.!lbQl~©li'~ ~©li' S©u®~©® u®~m 
Horizon Bank Vice President Daryl Crockett 

(seated, center) stopped by Michigan City High 
School Wednesday afternoon to wish the school's 
Science Olympiad Team well as it heads to India­
napolis for the state finals. 

Horizon is funding the team's expenses for the 
trip. Seated next to Crockett are Team Assistant 
Coach Katie St. Germaine and Coach Bob Gray. 
Team Members include: Seniors Zak Chappell, Wes 
Deutscher, Sierra McGinnis, Lillianna Pollnow, 
Ashley Ronvick, Veronika Werner, and Emily Yus­
sum; juniors Mackenzie Clark, Kieri Everett, and 
Kiera Williams; and sophomores Christine Duers, 
Anasatasia Keelor, Joselyn Schooley, Ruth Serrano, 
Claire Werner, and Grant Wozniak. The MCHS 
Science Olympiad Team will be competing against 
schools from across Indiana in a variety of science 
and engineering events. 

·' -~ ....... ;: <r~:i.1\ 
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. · . > · . . · __ . ... . · · . · . · · · · . . . -. · . photo Provided 
MCHS Science Olympiad Team members front row (from left).: coach Bob Gray, Kieri Everett, Grant Wozniak; Veronika Werner, Anas­
tasia Keelor, lilliana Poll now, assistant .coach Katie St. Germaine. Bacl< row: Zak Chappell, Wes Deutscher, Mackenzie Clarl<, 1\iera 
Williams, Emily Yussum. Not pictured: Christine Duers Sierra .McGinnis, Ashley Ronvik, Joselyn Schooley, Ruth Serrano, a lid Claire 
Wemer. · · · · 

MICHIGAN CITY _:_ 
The Michigan City High 
School Science Olym­
piad Team, consisting of 
16 team D;lembers and 
coached by Robert Gray 
a.11d assistant Coach Katie 

St. Germain, garnered a high schools. that com pet­
third-place divisional will ed; which q1,1ali:fied them 
at the IUN Science Olym: to advance and· compete 
piad Regional · March 16th at the Indiana 

Feb. 23J;d with their per- State Finals at Indiana 
formance in twenty-three University- Bloomingto.n. 
events. ·The team also Science. Olympiad is a 
received a fourth over- nonprof).t . . organization 
all title. out of the eleven dedicated to imprpvi!lg 

the qrtality ofK-12 science 
education, increasing stu.:. 
dent interest in science, · 
creating a technological- , 
ly,)iterate workforce and , 
providing recognition for 
Outstanding achievement · 
by · both students and 
tea~hers. 
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MCHS S©nen~t:e Olym~oia©l"iream Hea©ls ~©l S~a~li'J fnna~s 

MCHS Science Olympiad 
Team members front row: 
coach Bob Gray,· Kieri 
Everett, Grant Wozniak, . 
Veronilm Werner; Anastasia 
Keeler, Lilliana Pol/now, 
assistant coach Katie 
StGermaine. Back 
row: Zak Chappell, Wes. 
Deutscher, Mackenzie -
Clark, Kiera Williams, Emily 
Yussum. 

Not pictured: Christine 
Duers Sierra McGinnis, 
Ashley Ronvi/<, Joselyn 
Schooley, Ruth Serrano, 
and Claire Werner. 

The Michigan City High School Science Olympiad Team consisting of sixteen team members, coached by 
Robert Gray and assistant coach Katie St. Germain, garnered a third place divisional win at.the IUN Sci­
ence Olympiad Regional on February 23rd with their performance in twenty-three events. The team also 
received a fourth overall title out of the eleven high schools that competed which qualified them to advance 
and compete March 16th at the Indiana State Finals to be held at Indiana University, Bloomington. 

Science Olympiad is· a non-profit organization dedicated to irriproving the quality ~f K-12 science edu- · 
cation, increasing student ·interest in science, creating a technologically-literate workforce and proViding 
recognition for outstanding achievement by both students and teachers. · 
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JROJBdrr • · Steverson said the team: 

CONTINUED from Page A1 
· has a difficult task this 
' Y8~r. _Last year, in itS first 
season, Michigan City 

where we were last year, was mimed the Rookie All. 
when we,had 40 'percent ,Star.· team and earned a 
of the robot complete/' .trip to the nationals. This 

This year, the. robot is ,year, they are no longer 
completed ·and. packed ro'okies and will need to 
away. The tearp:· was ·r.un- .sCOre w«?ll to move on. 
ning an exact duplicate , In addition to the engi­
through its paces, mak- neering and design skills, 
ing note_.of adjustments ,Steverson said the stu­
and revised parts that. dents learn much more. 
will have;to make the trip . They are learning things 
with them. · like time management,· 

Robotics competitions problem . solving, orga-
. ai-e pficey - wit.h entry .. nizing, setting priqrities, 
fees costing about $5,000 how to· work within a bud­
and· up. A· grant from·. get and.team work. 
NASA has helped defray "They get a broad expo-· 
some of the · expenses,. sure to a lot of real world · 
with team: members and skills," he said. 
parents doing additional The team ·is thankful 
fundraising. ··Jars of sal- for t]le monetary sup­
sa are availa.bie for $5 port it has received from 
.and .. · Holly's. · Restaurant Cargill, NIPS CO, Safe 
is hosting a fundraiser Harbor, JC Penney and 

1 
Tuesday. . ·Horizon Bank. Other sup-

Students will leave port comes from the do' 
·Wednesday and return on nation of materials and 
·Saturday. Another compe- assistance from compa­
tition in Chicago is also· nies like Sager Metals 
planned for the week of and 4-Thought, Steverson. 
spiing break. , said. 

. - ' . 
- · ·~;·: ,;;f4~':'""-Mlib<>f¥C+n~ii.-%tc~"':fifi'§"-W"",__p' 



Students from ·kin<ierg:art<lri a11d .t:hircl-gnlde.:class,e:s•p<liform:forvqllmteers .• d~r!n!l the:·! Mm Jlill< 

luncheon. 

By Jessica O'Brien 
Staff Writer 

::i-: ·_: . ·:·- : ., ·._.:_ ,_:· i .. --1 !:(· . .· ... '.·.·.·_;_:· 

. -·. f.::=-.,: : _,-·_ . ·.': .. ~ -,.:._,(:-·.: '.,,: • .. 

·Lake Hills students; staff 
. fi<5il6rschooi\ioiuilteers 

' ~ -., ·.,.. . .. ·. ; . : -:·· . '.' :; ': ._:- ' ·, ·:.~' . 

MICIDGAN CITY ..- Lake 
Hills STEJI;I Mag'net Elemei\tary .. , 
School hosted 1ts annual STEM 
Supporter Luncheon· Monday af- · 
ternooi\: Parents, grandparents 
and ·-·commJJTiity:·)nernb_ers :who · ·: :.;-~·-;;. .. ·~.s --- .. ~·,-::;-;'··.:··;· ._,.____ ,_,_::::; ,; .-: 
have volu\'i'te'ered over}the past d~dicated to the bus drivers foi·:. Michigan qty.Fire •Department . 

:~~~~l ia:~(t!t:Jr~,t~a to t~~ :~~~~U·?~anypl~:~sinthe ·:~::;, ~~~:!~~:0~~~~~:~ 
According · '.to .'i;,:.• Shelley Third-gra<;le : students; · who :Farm, Bur~"'"'· :tl)e, ·Mic.l;rigan 

Deutscher, STEM· cp<)rdinator recently.stu'died'i'ockii .<illd milt-• :City/Aread'lehoql~ ,!):'failflpo'rta­
for Lake Hills,' thisJu'iicheon is. erals,' also performed·at'the Jun-. :.tionDistpct «nilinembersofthe 
held at the end of every, year for cheon, singii\g two songs from P,o.tt~;,atomi Audubon Society. 
the .school to say "thank yorr,Jor ,their play '\R~pl<, Conce.-f;-.'\ . , , " • ·Alicic\>l'l~augh · fn>m )h,e La 
all of your time and support and'. : S<everhl •people who attenaed · Porte :Cqun~y .Splid;W'i'ste Dis-

::x~;~:r.;:re can count. on yot>•'}~'~l:~~~~%':lt:i~s~~;t~~~f,~·~J~;:r,~J,~~ti~~~~;;~:~~ 
The luncheon was de.co:rated: gr<:~m:<These•·.yo!U!lteers mclu!l;~ :pr,cigram'!·W.•~e~ch;l,s~Wl~lfts. 'to. 

with several· items · made 'by' ••Purdue ::University Nm:ith C~ii::•i:'riiilU:CeiM\i~<i;'i:ecycl~:;'F:/!;< · · 
Lake Hills students. For exam- tral students and staff,c\Michi->:.~.;,Audreiising'',:::{thei{coi>'iiluilteers 
pie, thank you cards; made.by gan :City•,,High 'Scho<il 'Hono~ •twho'~F~ttenl\ed.'i<the\liuiich.eon, 
third- and fifth-grade students, ··Society.imembers; parents and·: Lake /IllilJs·.·'Ptincip&J'· Connie, 
wereset!lt~i\chplacesetting.AS gr,aridparimts.. .· · ' . , · 'E!ll~lJh.ii:\iui s,Ud; 1<Y0ri represent 
·a gift, tlw vohmteers too);: home During '.i tl;te. ::luncheon;', eiwh·ioiily ''al)out a :third'.Ol'••.R· quarter 
flower pots that. W\lre decorat~d volun.~eer. \YaS. asked to intro- of all .the yolunt~?r~. who have 
by second -grade students. ,: :'. ·'.l :i),\'\~e<~l,.!'W;~~!y,e,s . and statehqw 11\ade Lake fUlls what it is today 

While lunch was provided .by.dhW «l>i:J.tributed to the .,school. and I than];; you.".. . · 
the school, the des~erts 'iei:~,·~~Y~r?J.'dfJ~{@ests w~repar~< '>'iEasiin::)'iatltillsi~iso thanked 
contributed by staffm8:(Ilbers. 'i:'\e11t~,' gr~dpi!ie,nts and,x~tir.efi. ;tl)~ gro)lp 9(vol'tg>t?er,s ..... ., · 

"Ever.>:body is a part of. w~<'H}r~~h\'I~:»'M l)'l,ve volunteered : ·in ·~aii;te!Iyou'th<lconi:inunity 
we're domg," Deutspher.smd. · . .<.; : ll1.Y"f,lO,I1~·.:""1lY~,throughout tl:w has ,really. ste:pp~d. farwa,rd to 

Three Lake Hills kindergl'\1'-,Y~f!+/\'\: .. : ... ·.::- · : malte:sure this sc):loolis a sue-
ten classes performed. "Wheels · Other':':individuals. ·in atten-. i;ess,''·,::she.:said: ·"On ·behalf of 
on the Bus'' during the luncheon. dance includ~d-·MCAB.Si;Iperin- • the diiitiict, I'.want to say .. thaiilc 
AccorQ:ing to Deutscher1 this·was ~y~4er\~~:~~~-8!~_E __ ason~Watkins, you.'1 

· · 
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Saying thanks: Lake Hills students and staff honor school volunteers 

By Jessica O'Brien 
Staff Writer 
Published: Tuesday, June 4, 2013 5:05PM CDT 

MICHIGAN CITY- Lake Hills STEM 
Magnet Elementary School hosted its 
annual STEM Supporter Luncheon Monday 
afternoon. Parents, grandparents and 
community members who have 
volunteered over the past school year 
were invited to the school for the event. 

According to Shelley Deutscher; STEM 
coordinator for Lake Hills, this luncheon is 
held at the end of every year for the school 
to say "thank you for all of your time and 
support and we hope we can count on you 
next year." 

SIU<!enls from Wndergarlen and lhird grade classes perfamfor 
\OIUnteers during thelal<e Hills STEM Supporler Luncheon. Photo 
by Jessica O'Brien 

The luncheon was decorated with several items made by Lal<e Hills students. For example, 
thank you cards, made by third- and fifth-grade students, were set at each place setting. 
As a gift, the volunteers took home flower pots that were decorated by second-grade 
students. 

While lunch was provided by the school, the desserts were contributed by staff members. 

"Everybody is a part of what we're doing," Deutscher said. 

Three Lake Hills kindergarten classes performed "Wheels on the Bus" during the luncheon. 
According to Deutscher, this was dedicated to the bus drivers for "taking us so many 
places in the community." 

Third-grade students, who recently studied rocks and minerals, also performed at the 
luncheon, singing two songs from their play "Rock Concert." 

Several people who attended the luncheon were volunteers for the STEM after-school 
program. These volunteers include Purdue University North Central students and staff, 
Michigan City High School Honor Society members, parents and grandparents. 

During the luncheon, each volunteer was asked to introduce themselves and state how they 
contributed to the school. Several of the guests were parents, grandparents and retired 
teachers who have volunteered in various ways throughout the year. 

06/11/2013 04:19PM 



Society selects two Innovators of the Morith 
· show new ways 

problem:l 

Dra"'ing froiD. hi~ own ejcperi- caseload and life's challenges despite 
enc~ will). \f.epr~~Si(>Ii, the~e films his disability, 
4~.sc;jb~.tl).<i tliW~@e~ o,f;lficti~nal Whe)i u,s, Seq~tary of Educa­
p(llice office~ i:ll;iiiiecj ''Detective tion Arnie Duncan v.isitedLake Hills 
· :PiiYin~·~· lie h~~ptod)ice(i b,voin. this STJ';M )IA:a~net ~chool, he encour­
~'ti~'i. )P.c~!l<liJ)g.IJi~.)alji§t f!)pl, "The aged ed11cators to develop a rigor­

. ])~pte,s~iq!'.ofPet~ctive Pp'{riis 2:.Qn oils S'J:'EM curriculum, His empha­
hie;bJiig\lt.. J,\ei>fM#p!l's Ed,ge!'.It w(}v.:~cqo,l~des sis iri 2011: HelP st11dents at the first 

ilUh~scottishMentalHeillthArts9<: STEM publkelemeniary school 
l'\!wf",stiv<ill!'.GI~~~o\i.i, s9~u~~a, ir;Nori:lwre¥Jndia,l;ii! arid the first 
L~.~t Qptql:J~,,.,t .Wi!S se~e.ct~cj for . norj-\*arter magnet public sc)lool 
s9~~eJ:ijpg and coir,p~\itioP, ~t t)le in IngjilJla b~~ome future problem 

.. Mai:beUa International FllrnFestivill 'solvers <jllcj mnovators~ • i#~Jifili,}. . . . .. ' . ' ·. _ .. ''Siric('i,¥~ 6e6~rne a STEM 
iTIW~!Ilan works at ~vy T~ch ·school, IS'J;')i:Pt scores have .dra-. 

·. N~rl\lwest's Ga):y Cariiims P'!Jt- matic'lUYil'lp~oved;' sai~J:.ake Hills 
t@e.in. t!J.e corripriter lak.l'!o.w st<irt c PrilWlPil G<:liime B q,cbffiai:ln, "9tu­
ili~iJ,istNr4 "D~~~~t).v~P<iwn~:· film, dent~ 4eif\<ii}#ir'ltlr:ig proticiEincy on 

f~~~1~~;~~~~~!]~}~1}]~::~ . if~~;¥\~~~~f"~~~ifi¥,¥4:a~~~ s9I~r.c~t0~,~.f\?,n 9.~.t~77I'etceJ1t!' r 1'Det~C_t~y:·e ~9~J?-.f~ ~.lii-I.I~ge~·hlS .,,-~~~-INNO~AToRs, Page~ra 

. ' / . I I •··•, 

{)9 /31/t3 THE: TIMES 

redu;ed Ju~ch. Thes~ are life scieJ;l~es; 
physrcai science; engmeerin.g and tech­
nology; and space and earth. 

The society is part of the Gerald I 
La.mkin Innovation and Entrepreneur~ 
ship Center ofivy Tech Conununity Col­
lege Northwest. · 

For more information, call O'Merrial 
J3utchee, director ofthe Lamkin Center 
at (z1~) 981-4942, or John Davies, assis­
tant director, at (219) 981-nn, ext. 2292. 



Omar 
Blackmon, 
and Nyla . 
Ritz around the. sChool. 

Ritz paused·. · in 
fou..rth-grade ·common 
area to ask students· about 
the independent,,projects 

c( (:; o ;;_or), 

School. 

on display..A!Lthe·:-projects ple ._times .a week .to .talk Once. the areas ... arecdden") 
were on erosion-and1and .to .schooL. officials, may- tiB.ed, .continued.- ·Ritz/ 
forms. ors. and,,communij;y lead-· the. coordinators·.,wilbbe· 

STEM coordinator ers .around·.Indiana. The shown how to .. -identify, 
Shelly Deutscher ex- tours .. are ..• part-.oCR.itz's resources .·in · 
plained thatcea'Cli,cpiarter "community . approach." munities. 
students .. do .::projects·.re- ':I'he ... goal· . .of. the commu- Ritz plans 
lated to wbat.they_-stu:dy .. nij;ycapproach.is-.to.create ment a. 
This quarter the, .fourth- -ecjuity,,.Ritz-sald. tem .. to 
graders studied.. how Ritz. wants ... to identTIY 
wind and water affect coordinators.in.each com­
land forms. munity .who .. can · then 

After the tour, Ritz .. sald assess the .areas their 
that she goes ·out-a-cou- .schools· need help witli.. 



. . . ·. ._ , _ _ · : -. · '_ : . · - - - . Photos by LoisTomaszewsl\i 

RobOtics team l!lember Shaylah Bamm.lo'ads Frjsb~~~ into a robot fora test run Saturday. In this year's competition, robots have to 

t~rowaFri~b~e Vihil~p:r.tictjng i?risbee golf and climb a pyramid. • · . .. .. . . ; . . . G )l /1-3 /v; 

®'lr,m~~\ffi'l'~~~iJU~ 'NJ~~~rnrm &»rm~f!¥1~ mm[f\\\ ~smrP @1&\~~ffi'lh'm ~\l~UJilJJ(ili~u\0@ [b@eciJ~~ru ~&m1~ J29 ~h~OY ru~u ~~@M~@ruu 
. '-. ,_ .' ,. •' ·. . 

lEy H..®lls 1l'®!ill1!aisZ0livs!k~.: ' .. ·_ . : 
Staff Writer. · 

MICHiGAN Cl'FY .. L 
,-~tWe~ki;{g,: . : _tighi_e:~in.g;:. 
';'fine tlirting and debugging 
' w.~re --the _ta~ks .-'i).t :-hancl· 
·_ s·aturday . afte:triOon _ · aS . 

· · ille:inbers of the MiChigan 
City. R.qbotfp? ,t~~-~ hoSt~d 
an opeh· lidil.E)e ·ohly dayEi 

· befoi-B their first cp;mpeti -_ · 
tiOn Of the season."· 

Now in its· secoiid yea-r, 
tlt~ :· :fobO.t_ics_::· te_8.nj:_ .. "Yill 
leaVe W8d:hesday.tO cOm­
p~t.e i"-n :;( reiil9~al_ to-~rna ~ 
men tin WiScOrisin.A team Mernb~r.~ ... o.f t~_e 1\?JChigari City team tweaf{ the operations of the competition 
fro:p:t Jndi8. _is eXpe~t~d·to '.r0Hot1-cione Saturday during an open house at the former Mullin El_ementary SchOol. Shown are: 
be amimg the comp~titors {from teft) Beri Miller, Lul<e Cloninger, Shaylah Barron, lead mentor Robert Steverson, (in back) 
taldng pait, lead mentOr Riley Jones, Jacob ~abkowski and {foreground) Matt Pawliclm. 
and coach. Robert $t~vef- · 

. son said. members approximately Ac8._demy iri Valparaiso. had to throw a basketball 
The· Firehawk · rObOt "Si;x weekS to design, build This year· teams have and cross a bridge. 

has beeD.· redesigned" .to an,d test the robot. Team to exhibit a robot that "These challenges 
meet the 2013 Ctimpeti.,. :inembers attend -Michi~ can compete in Frisbee change significantly from 
tion requirem~nts, which gan ·City High Sch-ool, golf (throwing a Frisbee year~ to-year/' Steverson 
were not annOunced until Marquette Catholic.:f1igh through various open- said. "We are ahead of 

·January. ';:'hat gay~_ ~he School,_"LaLumiereSchool ings) and ~limb a pyra-
10, high-school ag~d tean1 :-:lnd .-Victory Christian mid. ~ast year, the robot Please see ROBOT, A3 1 
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liorizon Bank Vice President Daryl Crocl<ett 
(seated, center) stopped by Michigan City 
High School Wednesday afternoon to wish . · 
the school's Science Olympiad Team well as 
it prepared to head to Indianapolis for the 
state finals. Horizon provided funds .for the · 
team's expenses for the trip. Seated ne>tt to .. 
Crockett' are Team Assistant Coach l(atie St .. 
Germaine·and.Coa.ch,Bob·Gray, Team.members 
include:. Seniors Zak Chappeii,.Wes Deutscher, 
SierrirMcGinnis, Uliianna Poll now, Ashley Ron­
vic!<, Veronil<a Werner, and Emily Yussum; ju­
niors.Macl<enzie Clark, Kieri Everett, and f(iera 
Williams; and sophomores Christine Duers, · 
Anasatasia Keel or, Joselyn Scho.oley, Ruth Ser' 
rano, Claire Werner .and Grant Woznial<. 
Photo provided 

. Ql l(:fr . 
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Krueger Middle School scientists are shown atTrail Cre~k irithis photo from the La Por~e County~Soil ;mdWater Con~ervation District. 
. . . . ' ' ,. . ... •' ' ' '. . '• . 
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fccw · ®IID~COfllL~Ir~~ce §TEThY!l ce~illilllc~trn®Krn~~~~ 
Since 1951, the National particular engineering and signandm<jketheproducts, tioi:ls that STEM aD.d the 

Society of Professional En- technology. · buildings, bridges arid sys- '\Vfichigan City Area Schools 
gineers has been celebrat- The overall average sala- terns that mal<e this great have to offer . 

. ing National Engineers ry across all STEM occupa- couutry what it is today. Refe:renees: 
'Weekdurin.gthethirdweek tions was $77,000 in 2009 Talkto your children to- • B!treau of -Labor 

of February. We should use (Cover, Jones & Watson, day .about the' importance Statistic~ US.Depar:tmentof 
·this week to lrigblight,the 2011). Engineers as a group of these careers and see· if Labor, Occupational Outlook 
growing ini- are looking at an 11 percent your student iS interested: Handbook, 2012-13 Edition, 
parlance of growth in employment over There. are many opporc· Aerospace Engineers, on the 
engineering this decade ("Occupational tunities for studenhdo ex- Intermit at http://www. 
and techno]- Outlook Handbook,"'2012- plore their U,terest in this bls.gov I ooh/ architecture• 
ogyeducation l3),(I'he projected growth. are.a. Michigan City·.Area and-engineering/aerospace' 
in om: area. of the entire STEM area · Schools has many oppor'<il' engineers.htm (visited 
This weell;)s from a recent article titled, nities to advance stildimts' February 19, 2013). 
also a great · "Where are· the STEM Stu- interests includlng extra- 0 ·cover, B.~ Jones, J.,- & 
tinie to sit ,dents?" is an additional1.25 curricular activities like the· Watson, A (2011, May). 
dovvn · with Ralph million jobs . nationwide robotics team· at )\fic_lrigan SCience, technology, · engi-
our youth Gee Ill . from 2012-2018 (Fraser & City High- School, numer- neerii'g, and mathematics ·J. and encour- Mrmce, 2012): ous techi:wlogy· CoUrses· ·at (stem)O.ccupations: a vi-
age them to explore this By looking at thesenum- the AK Smith Career Cen- swll essay. Retrieved from 
growing career field.· bers, we can see the growth ter, the· elementary STEM http: 1/ www. bls.gov I opub I 

Recently, we have been and finandal stability a magnet program at,Lake mlr/2011105/artlfull.pdf 
hearj.J.1g a g-!'eat deal about STEM career can achieve. Hills, and; the ST·EM cur- · o ·Fraser, E., & Munce, 

'l 
theimportanceoftheSTEM Finally, everyone during riculum at Barker 'Middle R. (2012).' Stem-students­
field: science, technology, this week should be aware school whicq fuature's Prqj- stem-jobs-executive­
engineering and math. ·of what engineers do and ect Lead the Way engineer- summary. Retrieved from 

To break dow:.n the oppor- why th~ir field is so piv-' ing ·classes, problem- bas~d www.stemconnector.org I 
tunities i:n this area, here otal to the United States of technology and digital art. s i t e s I d e f a tt l t I 
are some facts from· the. America. Taketimethi?weektohelp files! s.tore I STEM­
Bureau of1abor Statistics Engi.<'leers and technolo- the young: people·m your. Studenis~BTEM-jobs·: 
abont,th~ STEM field, in gistsarethepeoplewhode- life explore-all of the op- Executive-Surnmaiy.pdf 
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,_· .. school· Su· P. . • . nwana · ... ~ - - enntend 
, the Year is bei ·. ent of '\.... 

·.',to serve as inter:qg tapped . ,) 
of th. e Indi ;':" le. ade1· . '-rq' '< ~ :S :c anapons Pub]' . II'.. : · Cuools. IC . -

., The . . I d' !\J 
:Star .. n >ana polis '\ v . 
;,_scho·.··o_.lrbeported the IPS f\· f'' 
· · · . · oard will · ·. i 60-:Year-old p appmnt 

··ley to . 
1 

eggy Hinck-· ;. 
·. ;,n_. · Iep ace E .. 

"mte at ·t · ugene 
Tuesday: 1 8 

. meeting I' 
. · Hinckley · 

, :Years a spent . 11 
· .. derit . s a superinten­
·,, m Indi .-

vvarren Townsh .. anapohs' 
and was p . 1P schools 

. raiSed £o . proVIng th . . r >m-
,i: nanciai· Staetu~Istnct's fi-
' scores Sh . .and test . 

." · sllliifu~r. - e retired last 1 
· 

Shew 'th i . . as e stat ' t 
-·- superintend e s Op 
· working in ~ntp while .. ; i 

, fore ni . at orte be-
napol' OVIng to India­-Is. ,. ... ,.., .. 
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Cargill steps 
up to help 
MCAS 

I 
--.· .. 

students 
--~ 

.
. ,_· . ~ :·: Cargill in Hebro;, provided a big boost to Michl­
, '"'>l ·: gan City Area Schools Safe Harbor and Hours for 

',_._ ---~- . Ours program Tuesday by donating $8,000 to the 
. ~ . programs during McMentoring Night at the Me-

. ,, ·•Donald's locationS in northwest Indialla. 

' . 

,' 

Tim Kay, who represented Cargill at the check 
. presentation,.said Wedne~day that Cargiil employ­
:· ~es receive set funding every year that they are 
authorized to give away for the good of the com­

. mlinity, and are authorized to apply for a match­
ing grant from Cargill corporate for projects that 
meet ~ertain criteria --or ''hit the bucket" as Kay 
describes it. ' · 

In this case, the Safe Ha1·bor and Hours for Ours 
·_ prOgram, and its accompanying robotics team pro­

gram, ''hit the bucket" in a lot of areas, from STEM 
·:(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math educa­
·:. tion), robotics technology opportunities, the efforts 
···to. rebuild computers for social service agencies -
··those ''hit the bucket hard" according to Kay. 

And Cargill was also very impressed with the 
. volunteerism effort shown through the mentor 

·_· program,' where adults work with students in· an 
'• after-school setting to help them navigate their 

studies and their life . 
. And the donation isn't the end for Cargill, ac- · . 

. , cording to Kay: They hope to offer an opportunity 
'for students who are learning hydroponics and 
gardening through the MCAS programs to come 
to Hebroh for a Cargill visit to learn more about 

. the plant. · 
According to Kay, Cargill's program to help. pro­

_grams like Safe Harbor and Hours for Ours is "one • 
·of the best parts.ofmy job." 
~- We commend· C'\rgill for their generosity in 

· :helping MCAS continue its successful programs to 
'·help studentstlrrough after-school learning activi­
~ties._ and men taring and hope other companies step 
forward to show a commitment to our city's youth 
and their future. 

' 

' 
' 



Photo by l<el!ey Smith 
Michigan City firelighters Mark. Bal<er (left) and Patrie!< Gordon e"plained their jobs and equipment to a room full of sec-. r, 
" .. "d.- and third. -grade·.'·s .. ".~ ... L· al<e. Hills Elementary School ·d. u. ring the scllo·o· l's Lunch.". n.d. Learn pr.og.ram Th .. ursday.. I 1 ,:f J liJ, . . fb;l3 

·UR~IB ~T~ ~~~~~~~~ ~~ ~~rtl0@~m@~S~nm~ . 
llUI\11 ri) ~ lt @9M~Jlb~~ru~~Qtl .li1~ runm \tDW~~~~U,ru~tJ~ 
\llJI ttenn~v $mmit\Oil 
Staff Writer 

for absorbing heat from fires (sci­
ence) a.."1d communication equip­
ment (technology) firefighters use. 

MICIDGAN CITY - Michigan Shelley Deutscher, Lake Hills 
City firefighters Mark Baker and STEM coordinator, said the Lunch 
Patrick Gordon visited Lake Hills and Learn program, which occurs 
Elementary School, where they t-wice monthly, is specifically de­
discussed their jobs and equip- signed to slww students the real­
mont with second- and third-grad- life application of their current 
ers during the school's Lunch and studies. 
Learn program Thursday. The ]\l[_ichigan City Fire Depart-

In order to show how the stu- ment, Michigan City Police De­
dents' STEM (science, technology, partment and local EMS comprise 
engineering and math) training the Community Workers Group, 
can be applied to firefighting, Bak- which instructs second- and third­
er talked about the gallons per graders' Lunch and Learn ses­
minute and pressure per ·squai·e sions. The Washington Park Zoo 
inch (math) that can be released Group and Veterinarians .Group 
from a fire hOse._· . , . 3.Iso iristruCt'_ the same griide lev-

He also· discu~sed .special foam . els. · · 

Clirrently, the Astronomy Group 
instructs fourth- and fifth-graders; 
and the Robotics Group will begin 
doing the same soon. 

In May, Lake Hills students will 
pa_rticipate in service projects in­
volving each of the groups. They 
also Will present research they 
have dOne on each of the topics 
for their families at the quarterly 
STEM Celebrations of Learning. 

"It's very important for our -kids 
to extend their learning, and tbis 
is a great way to do that dur'illg 
the short time they're at lunch," 
Deutscher said. 'rVIJe want them 
to become experts in the field that 
they're interested L,-, so that it can 
spark them into a career ii·1 that 
field when they are adults." · 



- . ~ · . _ · .. , _ Photos by Kelley Smith 
Sixth grader Sydney Merrill, eighth-grader !(ate Kovalcil<, sixth-grader Evangaiea Dabagia and eighth-grader Michael Kring won the 
first place prizes in the physical, chemical, biological and creative research categories; respectively: ~ }1:; 1\..ff) 

Barker students compete for 'best project' basedon STEM curriculum 
~ !.wos 'il®iffillils~e~~s~;il 
Staff Writer 

pared the performance to 
manufactured versions. 
He is in eighth grade. 

MICHIGAN CITY - Other winners were: 
Eleven Barker. Middle, o. Biological division 
School students were re- wi.th 27 entries: sixth­
warded for their sciei1tif- grader Evangalea Da­
ic expertise at an aWards bagia, first place with 
ceremony Thursday 'at her project, "How Does 
the conclusion of the an- Age Affect Memory;" Ma­
nual Science Fair. kayhi Williams, seventh 

The most pre·stigious grade, in second · place 
award - Grand Cham- for· "Do Canines Care 
pion honors - went to About Color;" third place 
eighth-grader Nicole to sixth-grader Em­
Pomeroy, whose physical ily Gushrowski, for her 
science expedment dealt project about radioactive 
With converting mechan~ plants. · 
ical energy into electfical o Chemical division 
energy. She was a winner with 25 projects: Kate 
last year and went on to Kovalcik, an eighth­
regional competition and grader, ·won first place 
the state level. with her "Got Viscosity?" 

Also honored was Mi- project. For examining 
chael Kring, who was "Vitamin C Levels in 
given the Creative Re- Various Fruits," eighth­
search Award. For his grader Karroen Haifa­
project, Kring created ere earned second place 
paper speakers and com- and Rishi Verma came 

[
~,_~:·:;:~:: -~~ 

~____,____~.~ .. , 

~-~- l 

l--~~ J 

Eighth-grader Nicole Pomeroy became the grand champion of 
Barl<er Middle School's 2013 STEM Fair after presenting her proj-

.J 
ect, "Converting Mechanical Energy Into Electrical Energy:• 

in third for a project on 
electrolytes. 

o Physical science 
with 38 projects: first 

1 
d 

place, sixth-grader Syd-
ney Merrill-for "Is There !~ 

s 
Please see SCIENCE, A2 l 
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Why study Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics? Why complete a STEM Fair project? 

Fortune 500 magazine's 9 out of the top 10 companies in 

2012 are from the STEM fields of Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics. President Barack Obama 

stated: "Maintaining our leadership in research and 

technology is crucial to America's success. But if""" !Mlnt 

to win the future ... then """also have to INin the race to 

educate our kids." We must encourage and inspire 

students to study in the STEM fields and connect them 

with educational and career opportunities. Our students 

are our im.entors, scientists, technicians, engineers, and 

mathematicians of the future. 

Barker Middle School is now a STEM school! Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math are the focus. As 

part of our goals as a STEM school, EVERY student at Barker was required to complete a STEM Fair project 

for the 2nd grading period for Round 1. 

Ninety students qualified for Round 2, which was held on 

Wednesday, Janual)' 23. The Biological Di\Asion had 27 

projects, Chemical Di\Asion had 25 projects, and the 

Physical Di\Asion had 38 projects. Judging was during the 

day and based on Scientific Thought, Creatil.e Ability, 

. Thoroughness, Technical Skill, Clarity, and Dramatic 

Value. On Thursday, Janual)' 24, a public \Aewing of Round 

2 projects was held, and awards were presented. Elite 

projects are encouraged to participate in the Regional 

Science & Engineering Fair at Valparaiso University on 

Saturday, Februal)' 23. Congratulations, Barker STEM Fair 

participants! 

Special thanks to our Judges: Jane Medley, Grover Medley, Louise Pecoraro, Nino Pecoraro, Bruce Starek, 

and Bob Steverson 



Science Fair Coordinator: Amy Hamann 8th Science 

Barker Science Teachers: Jill Grabowski, 7th, Val Mecklenburg, 6th, Sarah Bohac, and Donna Lynch 

Biological Division Winners (27 projects) 

3rd Place 6th grade, Radioacti~oe Plants, Emily 

Gushrowski 

2nd Place 7th grade, Do Canines Care for Color?, Makayla 

Williams 

1st Place 6th grade, How Does Age Affect Memory?, 

Evangalea Dabagia 

Chemical Division Winners 125 projects) 

3rd Place 8th grade, Electrolytes, Rishi Verma 

2nd Place 8th grade, Vitamin C Le~oels in Various Fruits, 

Karmen Halfacre 

1st Place 8th grade, Got Viscosity?, Kate Kovalcik 

Physical Division Winners (38 projects)· 

3rd Place 7th grade, Basketball Dynamics, Molly Heath 

2nd Place 8th grade, Achoo!, Haley Buchanan 

1st Place 6th grade, Is There a Whole Lot of Shaking 

Going On?, Sydney Merrill 

Creative Research Award 

Physical Science Di\Asion, 8th grade, Paper Speakers, 

Michael Kring 

Grand Champion 

i=-),12\~l.b 

I 1."2·;_~1~.<!,~·~ 

.~~~~Tfr[!lt,<i 
~~:-=~::,--::;;.~ 

Physical Science Di\Asion, 8th Grade, Con~oerting Mechanical Energy into Electrical, Nicole Pomeroy 





Related Articles 
• MCHS MCJROTC Conducts Demonstration for MCAS 8th Graders 

• Krueger, Safe Harbor Honored for "Bringing Home Nature" 

• Free Parent Well ness Workshop from Michigan City Schools 

• One City One Sound Set for December 13th 

o Elston Middle School to Stage "It's a Wonderful Life" 
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Friday is the beginning of Career and 
Technical Education Month, which celebrates 
students, teachers and course offerings offered 
in La Porte COunty,Career and Technical Edu­
cation, including advanced manufacturing, au­
tomotive technology, construction technology, 
cosmetology, culinary arts, early childhood 
education, electronics/computer technology, 
facilities maintenance, health careers, and 
welding. Soon, a program in criminal justice 
and Law will be introduced here. 

Our Legislature is busy promoting what is 
already being offered here in La Porte County, 
saying that career and technical education 
centers will be the focus of an effort to match 
more Hoosier students with future jobs that 
will be available in Indiana. 

Students in career and technical education 

Students in ca­
reer and techni­
cal education 
programs eam 
dual college 
credit, indushy 
certifications 
and real-world 
employment 
experience that 
gives them a 
head start in 
finding a job, or 

prograins earn dual 
college credit, indus­
try certifications and 
real-world employ­
ment experience that 
gives them a head 
start in finding a job, 
or furthering their 
education in col­
lege or in technical 
school. 

- furthering their 
\;! education in col­
-· lege or in tech-

You can learn 
more about the 
programs offered 
locally to area stu­
dents at a Career and 
Technical Educa­
tion at a celebration 
from 10 a.m.- 2 
p.m. Saturday at the 
Marquette Mall, 
where staff and 
students will attend 
to describe their 
programs. .-:::-- nicai school. 

\)J There will be a 
future careers expo 

on Feb. 13 where students will have mock 
intervieWs with community members and area 
business leaders. And teachers have invited 
business owners to speak to students about 
starting a business in their program area 
during National Entrepreneur Vileek Feb. 18 
through 25. 
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Lake Hills STEM Magnet School and the Michigan 
City Robotics Team are among 15 teams that ha\.e 
been inducted into the Northwest Indiana Society 
of Innovators for 2012. The teams were recognized 
at a special reception on Thursday, October 18 in 
Hammond. 

The Society of Innovators was established in 2005, 
and it Is a project of the Gerald I. Lamkin Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Center of l'ij Tech 

Lake Hills Elementary School 

Community College Northwest. It celebrates innovators and innovation across se~.en northwest Indiana 
counties: Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, and Static 

Each year, the Society recognizes individuals and teams and confers upon them Honorary Lifetime 
Membership. Inductees are selected after a careful and rigorous re\oiew process, and they must 
"demonstrate a new way, a different way, or a better way for Northwest Indiana and contribute to the 
economic development and greater good of our region, state, nation, or world." Principal partners and 
sponsors of the society include ArcelorMittal, Bukva Imaging, Horseshoe Casino, Krieg DeVault, 
NIPSCO, Northwest Indiana Business Quarterly, the Times Media Company, and the Center for 
Workforce Innovations. 

Lake Hills was selected for induction based on its accomplishment as the only elementary magnet 
school in Indiana that is focused on S1EM- Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. MC 
Robotics' "Team Firehawk" was recognized for its receipt ofthe Rookie Team Award at regional FIRST 
Robotics Competition last spring, and for representing Michigan City at the National contest in St. Louis. 

"We are so proud of Lake Hills and of the innovative oork that fs taking place there, through the 
integration of STEM in the classroom, and through partnerships with higher education, businesses, and 
community agencies," said Dr. Barbara Eason-Watkins, Michigan City Area Schools Superintendent. 
"We are also thrilled to have a regionally recognized robotics team for our high school students, created 
by our Safe Harbor program in colfaboration vvith numerous business and community partners. The fact 
that t\li.O of our D\M1 ware among those recognized for innovation this year by the Society is truly 
remarkable." 

Representati~.es of Lake Hills and the Michigan City Robotics team were also honored by the MCAS 
School Board at its meeting on October 23. 

At the Board meeting, Lake Hills Principal Connie Bachmann and S1EM Specialist Shelley Deutcher 
prmAded an overview of activities taking place at the school, In the classroom, through after-school clubs, 
and as a result of community partnerships. Teachers Rebecca Kozlik, Shannon Chavis, and Susan 
Poehl described the integration of STEM subjects across the curriculum, the use of technology, and the 
field experiences and partnerships that ha~.e contributed to the school's success. Three Lake Hills 
students also addressed the Board: Fifth grader Nyla Asad spoke about the "Green Team" and other 
student projects; fourth grader Delores Adams spoke about her family's participation and enjoyment of 
quarterly S1EM activities, and fourth grader William Mansfield spoke about study trips. 

Safe Harbor Coordinator Herb Higgin thanked the many business, community, and parent partners who 
assisted the Robotics team. He noted that this year, Lego robotics has started at the elementary and 
middle school le~.el, and three Sea Perch underwater tubotics teams ha~.e been established in Michigan 
City and neighboring districts. Michigan City High School sophomore Megan Ludwig spoke to the 
School Board about her experiences with the MC Robotics team; last year she served as Safety 
Specialist for Team Firehawk in competition. 
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·.Staff Writer 

1\IIIC:HIGAi\f CITi- Sci­
ence, technology, engineer-· 
ing and math are always 
the focus at Lake Hills El-, 

' ementary School - but on 
· Monday evening parents,. 

, j'] siblings and f8:rnily mem­
. J, bers got a first-hand View of 

-:-,. what. happens everyday at 
_I Mich!gan,City's only STEM 

, iiJ magnet school. 
· ,:::- The Life Science Celebra-

:__- tion of Learning matured a 
~ hot dog supper provided by 
~ the school's parent group, 
...,... interactive booths set up in 

the gym by nine local agen­
cies and organizations, alld· 

· classroom times for parents 
and teachers throughout . . . . . . . . Photos by Lois Tomaszewsld 
the school Principal Ocnnie ABOVE: Camden Campos (left) and ian Wagner blow bubbles 
Bachmann was on h.and to into a bucl1et oi water to observe how well they can float. · 
direct parents 'to the acliVi- LEFT: Janet Bloch (rjght) from tlui lubezriik ·Center and Carie 
ties and welcome gnests to Elliott witli the Purdue Master Gardeners serve craclmrs. and 
the school. cheese· garnish'ed with herbs and micro broccoli grown by stu-

Volunteei- and 4-H parent dents at the school during an open house Monday night. . 
· Jackie Thompson always · . , · .• 
had a bevy of kids a:r:ound "We t«llme ~"iiiEWEl 3JWi!IOJ we ~eam c3J~~ 
her- booth, which feaGwed- e. & • __ ~~ 
the incubation and growth §IOHft::> «llW U'ii<SW [~mg::>, 
process- of ducks, one of 

· many 4-H ·programs avail- Caru.ie Sl'lSipp 

. . ' ' ,' 

able to children in La Porte 
County: 

· At the booth hosted by 
Janet Bloch of the Lubeznik 
Center for the Arts and 
Carie Elliott; a Master 
Gardener, gnests sampled 

mcluded the aerodynaroiCfl Were: .La Porte County S~l­
of paper· ab-planes, matcli- id· Waste;, La Por;te· County 
ing animal poop. With the :pa:,J<, . Department, the 
correct· sPecies,_ a questio'n . Lubez.nilt. -C6nt&;_· La Porle 
and answer game mvolving · County 4:H Pri~trY . Club, 

school . 'l'hatsaroesentimentwas the enviroiunent and other·. Washington Park 'zoo, La• 

+ cheese spreads made from 
;;Jl,. herbs and micro-bmccoli 

' grown by students at the 

''We partner with the expressed by Carrie Snapp. interes·iing · projects.· .All ·Porte County' Soil and.Wa­
school to teach art and na,. "It's a fun thing," Snapp displays and exhibits dealt ter Conservation district, 
!;ure,"•Blocl1 said. said .. ''We come here .. and with· the· concepts· consid'·.'International . Friendship · 

Parent 'l'homas Walters we learn all sorts of new ered life sciences. The•next Gardens,PotayvatomiAudu­
said he frequently comes things." ·celebration is Jan.,.14 and .bon Society, and .stnder;tts · 
to Lake Hills' celebration Some of the 'fun science will focus on. physical .. sci, from the Science Methods · 
events to ."support (his) related activities happening ences. · · . · · . . . · class .at ·Purdue University 
daughter's school" · at the school Monday nigl1.t Agencies · taking part,, North Central.· 1· ., 

·' 

' 



Sch~axiDM§9 bwJ§llilll~®§ wworJking ~fcog~ther ~ 
I was pleased to read La Porte CoU:nty needs 2013-14 sjohool ye~r, all La ty, and to internships and~ 

' the article,. "C~alitio'.' be- and ~eserves high~quality P~rteCo,u:'t>: high schools job shadowin~ experiences rS\ 
tween · schools, busmess ·Career and Technical Ed- Will be ahgnmg programs that area busmess and or- _ 
could help econOmy" ." in ucation programming like and· .·~uiTicula·· ~ccording ganizationS_ 'can help us ~ 
the Oct. 31.News-Dispatch this. And we are well ori 'to these Pathways, which provide. · · · . ~ 
(f!erald-Ar- our way ... · · . · are modele(o.n ·success- As we refine our cur- ...__ •. 
gus). I a~ ~~~~:~~u11ty La Port~ County CaY6er fu1 ,i~itiatlv.es . like· TeCh _tent CTE p:rograms- ana -::;:: 

·.hopeful that I I and Technical Education . Valley. 'and others. The consi!ler future expansion, 
the recent (CTE) works with key innovatjve learning envi- it makes good economic 
present a.- business professionals, tci:rip:wntci_ that res'ult will ·sehse for schools and busi-
tion by PNC who serve on advisory coin; incprporate · ,d\:ml college nesses to work ·together 
E con om~. inittees for all of out' CTE cred,its ·and business/in- to create. a well-prepared 
ic$. Pr'ofes- J.)rOgrmp.s. These C'tirrenti)r_ dusfrY -~-~rtifiCatioris, such workforce for .La Porte 

. sor Anthony include Advanced Manu- as the American Welding County and the la'rger 
Sindone will facturing, Agri~ultT,;;al· Society entry-le:Vel weld' region._I look forward to 
continue -to -Science!Natural Resource ers~ _·certi"fication --o_r th8 cOntinUing the dialog With 
spark discus- .AU,d(a .•. Managem~nt, Automotive Child Development Asso- the Michigan City and La 

. sion ainong . Peterson'',. Technology, ConstrUCtion'· ._ci:ite Ceftific~tion. · ~orte· Chambers of Com-
- the· blisiness. . . , . Technology, . Cosinetoi- . Alr~ady, all of the pro- merce, the La Porte Conn-
communitiys ofL>1 Porte ogy, Culinary Arts; Eiir!y. gr(i,ffis at LaPorteCo~n- .tyConventionandVi~itors 
County. . · . . ·childhood ·. Education, ty Career and Techmcal Bureau, the EconomiC De­

Sindo11e poirtted to Tech Electronics and Coroputei Education's AK. Smith velopment.Corporations of 
· Valley,· New York,·. as a TechOology, :Engii)eering, D.areer Center offer dual La Porte County, our higll-

. , model ofwhafc'!n happen. Faci)ity Maintenance, c,red,it and industry certi- er education institutions, 
when blisiuess, commu- HealthCareers, and Weld- fications. Under the new and the school districts in 
nity, a:n,d_'education comes ing, and will exp:ind' }.J.e~t riuJd61,. La Porte 'Couhti La' POrte Cou11-ty to make 

. together around Career year to include Criminal high schools will now de,. it happen. 
a_~d Tech:pJcal Eclu~aw Justice and Law. Our· gell- ·. S'igD. 3.' clear_ '1pa:thway" of Partners_hips for Career 
tion. Tech Valley follows . er~l ·adVisory. coniJriitt;le ci>.lirse wor)<:_ . preparing and Technical .. Education 
a--,-p~Oje_ct-based J!3ai'nillg also· cOnsiSfs: of -keY: Stake- ·stuQ.e]).ts .fo:i- .- t:heSe: ·cap.: can help us pool our re­
model;- where iD.·sirubtioD.' holderS: Who haVe· ti~i to· -·sto:fie p!ograrils; sou~ces, :lnd will attract­
is rigorl)us .and·· relevimt. both the educational and · . It's a ·fact that studei)ts arid r~tain business and 
tO.: reakyvorld.···· applica- business world. ': · :expos~d to· Career· 'and industryinLaPorteConn­
tions. Students e'lrn coJ- . W~ are· arso tra1fsform- Tech,nicalEducationpro- ty. And in the end, that 
lege- ciedits; they' combine. ing our courity's Career gr.8.nlS·in the state ofi~di- means ~-more .prosperous 

.. problem-based learning, and. TechniCal Education ana hav~ a 7 percent high' future for the youth of our 
With internship eXperienc- CUITiculum in_to a rigo~Ous ·. eT giaduation rate than cm.D.munities . 

. "es, hi-class projects, ·and aild relevanfpioje_ct-based. t~ose ___ Who-. do . nqt. This Audr(i Peterson is Direc-
. the .extensive use of'tech- envil-onl:nent based- On In- sUcceSs-is dUe'in no small tor of'Lcl Porte·caunty Ca­
. i1~lbgy, _inClup.ing. ((techno dian~'s riew. "College a.'nd· 'Part ,tQ 'h'ands~on ·work ill reer and Techniccil Educa-
fielll. trips." ·Career Pathways.'; J;ly the class andin.the commUJ)i- · tion. 
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LAKE HiLLS STEIVf CELEBRATION: 
PUTT! ~18 ll FE INTO ll FE SCIENCES 

by Laurie 'Wink 

The joy of learning was , evident in the. energy-charged atmo­
sphere at Lake Hills Elementary School's STEM Celebration of 
Learning for family and friends on Oct. 29. The two-hour event 
included a hot dog supper, a host of hands-on activities and the op­
portunity to visit K-5 classrooms to see students' work. 

Lake Hills is one of two magnet schools operated by Michigan 
City Area Schools. It emphasizes science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM). The October celebration focused on the life sci­
ences and is the first of four programs scheduled throughout the 
school year. Shelley Deutscher, Lake Hills STEM Magnet School 
coordinator, said the next celebration will be focused on physical 
science, the third on engineering and the last on earth and space. 

Principal Connie Bachmann said the STEM Celebrations are 
designed to give parents a learning experience and to show them 
that learning can be done with basic materials they have around 
the house. 

Alicia Ebaugh, of the La Porte County Solid Waste District, challenges Kindergartener 
I an and 5th grade sister Ariah Kussart with questions about the environment. 

Janet Bloch, of the Lubeznik Center, displayed 
mosaic markers students are making for the 

school's outdoor nature trail. 

"Our kids are doing many wonder­
ful things," Bachmann said. "We like 
to get kids excited about learning with 
project-based experiences. We see the 
value and excitement of learning and 
find that, when kids are engaged, they 
have longer retention." . 

During the event, the Lake Hills 
Student Council collected families' 

Continued on Page 2 
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. . 

Lake Hills 
Student 
Council 
collected 

-f h~r, b families' 
- [d .. , donations 

of canned 
food for the 
local food 

""- ·'"'·'" pantry. 
donations of canned food for the local food pantry. 
Lake Hills Parent Group leaders Colleen Cabanaw, 
Jamie Morford and others prepared a free dinner for 
450 people. The parent group raises funds during 
the school year to subsidize special events, teacher 
supplies and student field trips. 

Library volun­
teers Kris Baus­

. back and Ashley 
· Rucker set up a 

book fair in the 
cafeteria to en­
courage families 
to purchase books 
and other educa­
tional· materials. 
Profits are used to 

J_·• ·. buy new books for 
V · ' ,; the school library. 

.·, ·· Ashley's husband, 
j_ 

1 
Keith, was busy 

,, 2> keeping track of 
Library volunteers Kris Bausback six children - his 

and Ashley Rucker own and children of 
family members - who were bouncing around from 
place to place in their excitement to take it all in. 

Principal Bachmann said parents are an impor-

tant part of Lake Hills. Willie and Candace McVea 
came to the celebration to, as Willie said, "find out 
what the kids are up to." Their children William, a 
first grader, and Cadence, in Kindergarten, are al­
ways excited about learning, he said . 

J 
Parents Candace and Willie McVea came to the celebration to find out 
about what their children, William and Cadence, are learning at Lake Hills. 

Various community groups hosted learning sta­
tions scattered across the gym. The Lubeznik Cen­
ter for the Arts teamed with the MCAS Safe Harbor 
after school program, La Porte County Master Gar­
deners and Green Farms Agronomics and Mycol­
ogy, of Valparaiso, to cook up a culinary life sciences 
project. Janet Bloch, the Lubeznik's education di­
rector, said students have been growing micro-broc­

coli plants that 
have the same 
nutrients as 
regular broccoli 
and thrive in 
vertical growing 
conditions with­
out soil. At the 
STEM celebra­
tion, Bloch and 
Corie Elliott, a 
Master Garden-
Jamie Morford and 
Colleen Cabanaw, of 
the Lake Hills Parent 
Group, prepared food 
for 450 people, includ­
ing Austin Morford, who 
is looking for a cookie. 
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er, were serving appetizers of crackers and cheese 
topped with the unique broccoli. 

"We're showing kids how they can be creative 
with cooking,'' Bloch said. "The idea is that creativ­
ity extends to cooking and other areas of art besides 
the visual arts." 

Bloch also showcased some of the special mosaic 
markers that Lake Hills students are creating for 
their school's outdoor study trail. 

Alicia Ebaugh, education director for the La Porte 
County Solid Waste District, drew kids in with a 
colorful spinning wheel. D'<pending on where the 
wheel stopped, she asked players various questions 
related to landfills, recycling and other environmen­
tal topics. Kindergartener Ian Kussart and his fifth 
grade sister, Ariah, both got right answers and were 
·rewarded with pencils. Ebaugh gave prizes to all 
comers because, she said, ''You don't have to get the 
right answer, as long as you learn something." 

Purdue University North Central students who 
are enrolled in Amy Hamann's "Scien.ce. in the Ele­
mentary School" course, engaged students in hands­
on activities that had strong educational compo­
nents. Hamann, an eighth grade science teacher at 
Barker Middle School as well as a PNC instructor, 
said they are preparing to become student teachers 
next year. 

Logan Dworkik held the record for 
launching a paper airplane a 

distance of 58 feet 

A popular stop was 
the "Paper Airplane 
Challenge," devised 
by PNC students 
Todd Zelko and Ma­
rio Castillo. Kids -
and some parents -­
made airplanes out 
of card stock or regu­
lar paper and gave 
them a test flight to 
see which would go 
the farthest. The re­
cord holder was Lo­
gan Dworkik, a 4th 
grader from Joy Ele­
mentary School, who 
launched a paper 
plane a distance of 
58 feet. He credited a 
continuous process of 
"trial and error" for 
his success. 

For future teachers Zelko and Castillo, it was ed­
ucational mission accomplished. 

"We've seen all kinds of designs," Zelko said. 
"They're thinking, they're getting involved and 
they're out there creating something and making it 
fun." 

PNC students Ashley Solano and Courtney Mi­
chael engaged youngsters in a "Clay Boats" chal-

Continued on Page 4 
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Ashley Solano works with Mackenzie Ponder on her boat. 

lenge. Kindergartner Mackenzie Ponder and first 
grader Karmyn Summers were among those who 
tried building a clay or foil boat and adding cargo 
.in the form of pennies or washers to see how long it 
would take for the boat to sink. Mackenzie was ac­
companied by parents Christina and Nolan Ponder 
and nine-month-old Emily and Shane. Karmyn was 
with her sister Kendall and cousin Maigen Dicris­
toforo. 

"They're having a lot of fun deciding what to do to 
make it float," Solano said. 

Nancy Barnes, director of the International 
Friendship Gardens in Michigan City, explained 
her work with the 75 Lake Hills third graders to 
plant hundreds of red tulip bulbs at the school. 

"They studied soil, the types of bulbs and figured 
out how deep to plant them," Barnes said. 

The red tulip project was :part of the Red Rib-

~lf{IE:~ G~~i WliH IJ'li!Jl~C!l1AS~ 
Wond~rfu~ Ho[idcty \ftf~ar. 

Po~~~r Ft~~ece Joc:ke·i·s ·: Ji!ff Ueb .,!ewf~lr\" 
Htwid .. Tooi@d f~'~"u;he-r iJ.ags 

Stocking s~uff~rs 1 niHJ il19tl11 •••• 
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bon Week activities held a week earlier. Each of 
the more than 430 students signed the Red Ribbon 
Pledge "electing to be drug free." The Pledge was 
displayed on the cafeteria stage, along with a voting 
booth and papier mache figures of Presidential can­
didates Barack Obama and Mitt Romney. As part of 
the Red Ribbon Week activities, students took part 
in a mock presidential election, according to Prin­
cipal Bachmann. "Obama won by a landslide," she 
noted. 

On stage with the 1 candidates are: Bri Wilson, center, with 
nephews Jalen ~(elley, a 2nd grader, and Jeremias Finnie, a 4th grader. 

(C~omWJil® (ChJWJ!il~® ~m~w~m WJil U\l~il, lL~lik®ii>lhl©w® 

Join research coordinator Joy Marburger at Indi­
ana Dunes National Lakeshore's Douglas Center on 
Sat., Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. for a presentation high­
lighting the behavior of animals and plants in re­
sponse to shifting climate patterns. Through slides 
and data, Dr .. Marburger will discuss specific local 
examples of how to measure changes in plant and 
animal behavior. 

After the program, adil to the Douglas Center's 
phenology wheel by exploring outside, taking a pic­
ture, and adding it to the exhibit. Phenology is the 
study of the timing of plant and animal life cycles 
events and how they are influenced by changes in 
season or climate. 

The Douglas Center Family Open House takes 
place every Saturday afternoon. Explore the center 
from 1 pm - 3 pm and check out the interactive ex­
hibits, park video, and even the live animal room. If 
you want to enjoy the changing seasons, take a hike 
on the Miller Woods Trail just outside the center. 
Kids can make a free craft and help feed the center's 
fish and turtles. 

The Douglas Center is located at 100 North Lake 
Street in Gary, the western part of the national 
lakeshore. For more information on this or other 
programs, contact the information desk at 219-395-
1882 or check the park website at www.nps.gov/ 
indu/planyourvisit 



§~lill«:D«:Dll§ 9 bl!J1§1iullte§§'E§ . 

I);Y«:DrrRilln~ tr«:Dg!etrlilltell' . 
. I was pleased.to read the miicle "Coalition be­

tween sChools, business.could help. economy" in j 
the Oct. 31 Hbrald-Argus. " ~ 

I am hopeful that the recent presentation by PN~ -r.. 
'Economics Professor Anthony Sindone· will con- ...J:. 
tinue to spark discussion among the business, com­
munities of La Porte County. 

Sindone pointed t9 Tech Valley, New·York, as": 
model of what can happen when business, commu­
nity, and education comes together around Career 
and Technical Education. Tech Val­
ley follows a projeCt-baSed leaming 
model, where instruction is rigorous · 
and relevant to rBa.I-world applica-

- tions. _Students earn \=Ollege credits; 
they combine problem-based learn­
ing with interhsillp expi\ieuCes, in~ 
class projec:ts, aDd the extensive use 
of teclmoio:gy, including "teclmo 
field trips." 

La· Porte County needs and de~ 
serves hlgh-qualily -Career and 
Tedmical Education programming like thls .. And· 
we are well on our way. 

La Porte County 0ueer and Technical Educa­
·tion (C'rE) works With key business professionals, 
who serve on advisory committees for all of our 
CIE pi:ograms. These currently include Advanced 
Manufacturing, Agricultural Science/Natural Re-

: source Management, Automotive 'Technology, 
Construction Technology, Cosmetology, Culinary . 
Arts, Early Childhood Education, ~lectronics 
and Computer Teclmology, Engineering, Facility 
Maintenance, Health Careers, and Welding, and . 
win expand· next year to include ~riminal Justice. 
and Law. Our general advisoty commit;tee also 
con$ists of key stakeholders who have ties to both 
the educational a11d business world. · 

We are also transforruing our county's Career 
ru1d Technica.J. Education curriculum into a rigorous 
and relevant project-based environment based on 
Indiana's new "College and Career Pathways." By 
the 20 13-14 school year, all La, Porte County high 
schools will be aligning programs anO curricula ac-: 

·cording to"·the.s~)'}:;.th':'!"ays, which fi!~ ,modeled q1( · 
- successful .iillti"ative"s ·liKe Tech Yallq aild otherS_.:;. 
,;.:T~e ?movati:'{e leaming_,~f.Xif~:o/¥-~~tS,;that !esult.; 

·will mcorporate dual college· creilits and busmes~l 
;f,P!.dnstry cerl;ific:ilt+m}~': §~~p;a:s.· ~~ $~TI!OlW Weld~;· 
.;:·ing Society' entry-l~vel-welderS'· certificaticn~: .Qrcthe · 
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cations Un<!ei''~~ n~w.· .rriod~l,"!fi,~ P,?t:t~ ·county 
. · high schools Will now design a clear "path.way' of 

.;·,'! · ~ourse' .. W6*)?.repa$g}:tu~nts for th&e_ f1J.pstorie_.' 
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Robotics· teams~-.• debUt ••earns-- ·reco 
· . ·ah~ 1 .· 

itio~ 
~ ~~®llll®l/ $mmlllu 
Staff Writer 

:·.·._,· ·• ·. ·._· __ .. _:, __ · __ .. ~-- ,, 

Nortbyv~st. · 1 .· .. · ·.·_ • were .tasked- with creat:_ piclcing up pill boxes, "[alk, 
The Lake J;Iills LegiJ Lie· ing · football-sized robots ing dogs, moving quilts 

. ons finished)lth outof19 that could perfomi vari- and rolling " balLto knock 
MICHIGAN CITY .c teams_ :from- throughoi:!t' ous tasks while .. naviga,t;' downbriwlingpiris, all ere-

The robotics teams· at .Northwest Indiana ·and ing.aToute.roapped out' on ·ated froro L~gos pieces.- . 
Lake Hilis Elementary won the first place trophy a poard about, the size of In addition to· the me­
and Barker Middle schools in the,. mechanicru design. a po~lta]Jle .. The:students charricaL "-spect of_ the 
ended their first season ori Barker's· Le_go:-.Vipers · .. fi;n:., programed- the robots 'a-nd competition; participants 

. Sunday, when-each-won a ished 14th overall .a,;d-linked them to 'computers were required to research 
first,p]ace trophy at the ·won the_ first. place trophy \ja' USB portals. · . · :. \[ifferent ailments, such as -
.annual FIRST (For Inspi' in the event's .. teamwork· : . The . rObots. represented , arthritis or._ 9steoporosis, 

. Photo by Kel[ey-Smith ration and Recognition of. category: . . ... -i. . . senior citiz,en~. aiJ.d had to. that . typically: affe<;t :-the 
Sale flarbor and robotics program coordinator _l~erb tliggin dis· Science and_ Technology) The th:eroe ofthis year's oe.<;~esigned fo .. accomplish elderly; · _ ·· 
cusses the core· values presel)tation created by Michigan City's Lego Leagne Competi- _. event - was Seruor•: ,Solu-• tasks, .sirch_ a,s ·, ]Jahinping _ · . · ··- ·. ·· · ·' .. • . : 
fiRST Lego league teams. ·tion at Indiana University tions. Participating teams. on.ramps;tl\fllWg·wJ:J;eels;. · ·-Please see ROI)_QTICS;·A3 
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1
, 0• OlfL§ ·to expect grade.s ranging to private programs, co- that have made commit-

\L-llJi from an A to an F. ordinated by the La Porte ments to the school dis-
CONTINUED from Page Ai "The formula used to County YMCA and Imagi- trict's high achieving stu- . 

calculate these grades is nation Station. dents. 
be placed on math scores. far from simple," Eason- Another issue the su- ''We have some vvonder-

"Our teachers are work- Watkins· said. "It is com- perintendent said needs ful people and organiza­
ing extremely hard - plex and multi-layered, to be addressed is level- tions here in Michigan 
our high school Algebra and it may not accurately ing the achievement gaps City and in today's chal­
teachers are especially tell the whole story abOut between racial groups and lengingtimesittrulytakef? 
conCerned and passion- the progress the schOols students from various a village,'' Eason-Watkins 
ate about turning this are making. But this is not economic levels. Hispanic said. "And this village is 
around," she told the au- where we want to be. My and white students tend ·stepping up for Michigan 
dience which included expectations and those of to achieve ·at a higher City Area Schools." 
teachers and administra- the eritire community are percentage on state tests 
tors, school board mem- that all of our schools will than black or multi-racial If Y®M misse~ ift 
hers, representatives from perform at high levels.'; students. 
supporting businesses Budget cuts that re- "We must ensure that 
and post-secondary edu- suited in loss of pOsitions there are safety nets for 
cation r6presentatives. and changes in both ath- our children," Eason-Wat-

"And so we are develop- letic and extra-curricular ·kins said. "We cannot just 
ing a new strategy, and We programs were dlffic.ult to provide interventions for 
willbeworkingwithmath see, Eason-Watkins said. some struggling students 
experts from the Univer- "We must be fiscally re- and _focus on those close 
sity ·of Chicago and Pur- sponsible," she said. We to meeting standards. We 
due North Central." must and will find a way are held accountable for 

Implementation of the to maintain Our focus and growth for all our stu­
Freshman Academy and move forward despite d~:mts.~' 
an improving graduation these budget cuts." Eason-Watkins took 
rate are two of the sue- The cuts impacted the . some time during the ad­
cesses the district has custodial staff and I in- dress to recognize top­
achieved. Eascin-Watkins strudional assistants performing schools, com­
talked about the abilities in the schools. It also rnunity partners who 
of MCAS students to be switched the school-run, contribute to programs 
h~gh aChieving and show- non-state-supported pre- and innovations and post­
ing the initiative to make kindergarten programs secOndary institutions 
the most of the programs ' 
offered. Dual enrollment, 
which allows students to 
earn both high school and 
college credit, is one of 
these indicators and will 
be expanded in both the 
high school and the A.K. 
Smith Career Center next 
year. 

"I cannot stress enough 
how important dual credit 
is for our students,"Eason­
Watkins said. "This adds 
up to thousands of dollars 
in tuition savings." 

But the district is not 
without- challenges, she 
said. When state grades 
for ·schools is released 
.later this fall, Eason­
Watkins told the audience 

Anyone who missed the 
"State of our Schools" ad­
dress can tune in ~t 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. daily to .Chan­
nel 98 and on the MCAS 
web site from Oct. 4 to 
Oct. 22. 



. _ ·. · _ . . . . _- . . _ · . . Photo by lois Tomaszewski· 
. Michigan Cit)iArea Schools Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watl(ins concludes. her annual "State of the Schools" address Wednes­
day at the Michigan City High School auditorium.·. . 

. . ' . 

18y. !.®ns 1i"®mi101S2aliJS~i · . Schools address. . . ·.we move ,forward," Eason- That is achieved by pro-
·SiaffWriter · Leading. off with• . .what Watkins said. "The strate- viding expanded advanced 

··Eason-Watki!ls termed the gies outlined in the MCAS placement courses in sev­
. MICHIGP..N · CITY ·- "gold medal goals'; from 200~ Strategic J:)an. all era! subjects a.'l.d putting 

With a tone that was op- her inaugmal addi:ess in relate back to these three dual 'credit· progrimi;; in 
· timistic, · eD.coUragiD.g ·and, ·2010)- the· School· distriC't priorities." . _. . place for local four-yea:r 
·:motivating, Michigan City has · ,;ade impi:oveme'nt · Strivjng fo'r more than comm•mity colleges and 
. Ar~a Scliobls Sup_erinten-- in academics, -wlrile· :.-in- teachinis re_a:ding, wr~ting universities. 
- derit·-BarbaraJ:Eilso:il-Wat~·. creasillg- ·progr~m opiiO~s and _atiihinetic,- Eason-. Higher test · scorf';s in 
!tins ·P.iovided' an update' for students. and prepar-. Watkins said the district re,ading and language arts 
o~ tlre· progress, challe'n:g:.: ing- students foi' careers. has tried tO raiSe teaching were achieved bY several 
es and· priorities. for the These·wili continue to be. standards, provide content schools at all levels last 
district's schools at her an- .thB foCUs __ as the ~chool that is rigorous ar,Ld rel- year, but Eason-Watlrins 
; riUiJ- addt.ess_;to: the. Com-· loOks ahead, she:said.. ': evant and encourage stu- sald the emphasis n~eds to 
munity · Wecinesdfl.Y night . "It co'ntinues to be a dents to take responsibili­
;,t the yearly State of Our biue .Print.·gillding us as ty for their own education. Please see SCHOOLS, A3. 



~J iL®~s "U'k~mm~n~sE:ei:vs~~fl 
Stoff Writer · · · 

MICHIGAN. 'CITY · ~ 
Sixth graders at Krueger 
Middle Schoo] spent sev­
eral hours in the woods 
TUesday· morning, all in 
the.narrie of sCience. -. · 
. It was time for the third 

. annual water :sampling 
project along Trail' Creek 

. along the Karvl(ick Nature 
trail, o/:gimized by the La 

· Porte County Soil and Wa­
ter COnservation DistriCt. 
The hands-on, activity 
teac~es (S~:ude~ts· concepts 
such as testing _methods, 
an understanding of how 
to dete·r.niine Water qUality 
~d_less.ons.in aquatic and 
riatural· enVironmSnfs. 

"The. program is part of 
Krueger iVJiddle School's 

: _ .. . · Photo by LoisTomaszewsld 
Kru~ge1· Middle School sixth grader Thomas Walers watches as La P01te County Soil and Wa­
ter C_onseryation District education coordinator Nicole Messacar checi(S the data. Walers' class 
lear.ned ~biliit water testing as part of their environmental science.·.· ·Please see SCIENCE; A3 

,.~ ,._, '; 

:·.·, 

. ' . . . 
the focuS has been oD. wa~ urball forester. 
ter. quality.· - · "Students got the chance §{CTIJEN C1E 

. CONTINUED (rom Pag~. Ai; ''Hands on activities al- ·to work with professiOrials 
io-,, shidents to take learn' from the community all 

. Envit(}n.rriental Science i:ng~to 3. hlghei<and d8eper yrpile getting a real life ex­
. curriculi..rm/' said NiCole leyel_.-.. of _thinking," Jones perience in- investigating 

·;. J:liiessaca:c,' educ~_iiOn coor~- said. "This allows students the _quality of their Michi-
dinator -vVith the .SOil and to.- eXplore,- analyze. -and gan City wate~ays,". sci­

:- Water· Cons·er:Vation. diS~. develOp_conCluSionS abOut ence teacher -·~.ruanda 
·trict: '"Severaf years · agO, isSues that. are l-eleva_nt to May-croft said. :'Students -

·. Whei+. · ·Krueg~r w:is· ·pre- L~ Porte CountY.·~ have been working haid to 
paring:_to.be~orp..e_an~nvi;." .. SOfie· of .. this under- learn··lab techniqUes and 
ronmenta] sCien,ce ma:ghet stan:Cliilg Lncluded discuss- "procedUres, in O:fder· to do 
school, we,. put t0geth8r- ing why a m"easurement the teSts ·safelY iin.d aCcu-
coricepts that we. thought of' zero phosphates me.ant rately.~' . 
were lmportanL Vlfe want- the absence of pollutants, Studeuts .. were able to 
ed .the' cuxTiculuro to be why a cold water tempera- :apply what they' 1earned 

·ver-y" 'pla.ce-based,' .which ture was ·conducive to.the in the dassrooln in thB ell­
means shl.de:tits · learn. sa:ImOn that live and breed VirOnmEmt; ·such as these 
about the . eil.vironment in the creek and how to. lab procedures, . or·. their 

·• '•in their ·own backyards. ·collect arid record ~cieiv data -·.collection .skills at 
We have ail heard about . tific dat":,' : . . • . the · site survey station; 
'students that equate "en- , Stmferits·vi~_i~edseve~~l hOW to-interpret illforma­

.'' virbnmerrt" -with salle far- statiOnS - and . performed tion to form conclusionS at 
a~ay :Pla~e lik~ the· nlin, ·yarious actiyiti~S, Su.~h the -macro invertebrates 
fo'iest or- the. tundra. We as measlLr:ing' -pH, water· · colle~tion station; and the 

. wanted them. io · see'tqat temperature, .looking for. problem c.aused by iova-
.. ~._what they have right here ·the-'. preSences of nitrates sive Species, ·such as ·sea 

·is bea~tiful, wonderful and -and: ·counting· Water-bOrne lamprey.· 
·worth caring ·abot!-t.'_' _., · iriseCts in: a- sample. Oth-

TheoutingtoTrailQreek ers helpiog coordinate 
is·-Part of the envi:(Onillen-' the Outdoors leai"ning.tbis 
taJ- science curricul~ for year were the Indiana 

-, sixth gxaders,_ Assistant Dep~rtinent of·- N atmal 
Principal Vera Jones said. Resources and Frank Seil­
F~r. the_ fust Dine we_eks, · ·heime~,· _ Michigan City's 

"Students also got a rare 
chance to have the fish 
pulled from . the fisliing 
weir, tout:h the fish; learn 
about different species of 
fish in Trail Creek, and 
learn about fish' spawn­
ing," Maycroft said. 



'MICHiGAN CITY ~Ameet­
ing with counselors from siX Li> · 
Porte County High Schools turned 

· outtobeafineopporttinitytoan- · 
nounce an expanded partnership 
between the AK.. Smith Career 
Cen\er andivy Teeh Cqmmiillityc 
College thai wW offer, more op' 
portunit;ies" for. stu4el1.!S to·. e:irr,l 

' ool1ege level credits. . . 
"This iill allow us and allow 

- our· Students· t~ . C6DruiUe- ilierr· 
-~ducation the nexi level,'' AK. . 
Smith director Audri peterson 
said.. . . •. :'. · ·· .. 

"We do .want .to conthtue ·to 
m~et the- ·ne~ds :bf bllsine$·s and 

' industrY !illd the career iiJ.terests . ' . . . . . . . ' 
of

1 
oUr ~tiiden~ so they can at . . ., ._. : .. ·. ·. .- · : __ :·. ._ . . · . . Photo by Lols.YomEts::!ewsnd 

least meet the·miniinuffi reqillre-· 'Celebrating !he expansion of a dual credit agreement are front row, from left: Charlie Rob. 
m0ntsforthosepqsiti9ns." . erts, Horizon. Bani\;· Barbara Eason-Walkins, Michigan City Area Schools superintendent; 

Forty-oim diisl ci>llege· erect-· AudraPeter§on, director, .La Porte County Career and Technical Education; Rick Soria, vice 
its are currently 9fferect to 1\K. . chancellor, Ivy. Tech :Community College Pejlc Campus; (back row, from left) Derek Dabrowi­
Smith. students 'for: 14 courses . ak;regiohat'dilect0r ofadrnissions,student affairs, lvyTech; Joe Arredolido, regional director 
taughtatihe schooL These credits· ·of K-12 Initiatives; Ivy Tech; Angie Nelson, manager, public affairs, NIPSCO; and Kevin ~~lett, 

· areofferedinau!omotiveteclu,ol- executive direcio(Michigan City Economic Development Corp. 
oi;r,culinary sciellce,:e~e~t!QniCS,: . - - - :. . . 
healfu careei:S !illd weldilii( ~ · being"able to tallC with school Barb,;rn-Easmi Watlcins agreed She also thanked the conn-

The expanded diisl credit pro- officials abi>ui: )'!hat the cdllege that the program is an economic selors, who "are often the first 
gram will add 11 more corn:Ses. can do to help _studentS _and the . boom for local families. ".The 1D reach our students," Peterson 
to pe in place for the starr of the. coll:ununity. ·' · . . • ·· · · · · . · tuition savings is money in fue also thanked her staff who have 

. 2014 schopl.yeirr. TJ;lese credits . _· "HaVing tJ:i~e discussions is pockets of our La Porte Cotinty 1D provide additional documenta-
. will be· offered in disciplin<i.S such iri:lp_ortailt,'' he said;"[Ii helps families,'' she said. "We look for' tion and possibly take a class to 
as .early childhood education, ad- tis] determine what wedm do ro ward ro growing the number of qualify to teach in fue diisl credit 

· vanCed riianuficturing, constwc- rQe"eithese n~eds. The iillP*t of the·se courifes in conjunction with format. 
· tjon t10chnology and crlinillal . the relationship building iri:ld fos' Ivy Teeh." " "They have committed to put 
. 'jUstice· .. . <..: .. _ ·.. ·· . , ·. '.. ·· tering r~sOnates:· in-_hDW- We_ can Relationships liky the one this in place for their stud~nts," 

''Research by the Indiana D;:,. better serve the tommutiity." · forged 'Wednesday with Ivy she said. "We will continue to 
paitnientof'Elctuc~ti.(>n·hassho\Vn .. But even-o;:yond the career Tech help_ "rebuild the confi- workrogetherasateain." 

·that stUdentS eirrolled in Career planning. aiJd j61.1-. opP?rtuili" dence oftl)e business commu- In addition to Ivy Tech, the La 
and· Technical· Educaticm pro" ties the dual credit provides, it_ nity'' in Career and Technical Porte County ern program has 

. grams ar~ 7 peroerit.niore lilcely also ·helps families· save mon;:y Edn,ation in La Porte_ County, dual credit agreementS with bofu. 
to gradljilte frOm l)igh school' and on the cost of ~ post'secon<liuj Eason-Watlcins' said, "so we can Purdue University North Central 

! · qualifyforpost,§eeondary oppor' · <iducation, Ivy l:"!'h's 'Regional have a top quallty career e!luca- and Vmc;:nnes University. Since 
tunitie~,'' · ,said',RiGk Soriii, yice Dir\'ctor of K-12. Inltiatiyes Joe · tion fa6ility." the 2010-11 school year, th;: 

. Ch:ineellor of Ivy Tech Corriin11' ·Arredondo said .. "Iry T,;th's' diisl Eason,Watkins thanked mem- number of diisl credits earned by 
llity College Michiga11 City PejiC credit is free,'~ he sai<!, "Free for bers of the business community ern students has increased by 
Campwi: · · .. · _·. .. ·. ;:veryone.'' . · · who attended fu;: Wednesday 14 peri:ent. Becaus;: there is no 

' · ·."DUal crddit is an important- . LOcally, the diisl credit pro- moining press conference· an- cost to students for th;:s;: credits,·. 
. element in mli partnership wifu .EP!"1. in. Norf11west«rr( IndiaiJa rtciuncing the dual credit ;:xpan- this represents a savings to area 
· ern pJ?grarns in La Porte Coun- · gr~w. by,20 pefiOentlastyear. Col- · sion. <:;harlie Roberts with Ho- families of more than $35,000 in 

ty,We are committed to worlcini( lege:wid;:~ familjes siiv¢ $4 mil- rizon Bank, Angie "Nelson, with coll;:ge tuition. 
rogefuer ro increase thes;:.oppoF lioii·iliro!lgh the dual cr&lit pro~ NJPSCO andKevinKeift,execu- "These Diisl Credit courses 
tunities and .. to strengthen career. gnlrl). More; than .. z,sOO,stildenis tivedirectoroftheMichiganCity give our students a jump start in 
and technical education in North' in' !he' region tal\e piu;t; he said. Economic· Developm;:nt Corp. earning industry ce1tifications and 
west Indiana." . . . ·"It's definitely wOrth. it for stu-· were 'among the representatives associate or bachelors' degrees," 

Soria remarked that the inter- . d;:nts;" Arredo!ldn said.-''It i~ b;:- from area busio;:sses on hand. P;:terson said. "The coursework 
action between faculty ·and . sill- coming more poiml:ir as parents 'We are in this together, mov- is rigorous, and it is preparing our 
dents at AJC.Smith was iri:lpres~ learn about it." Michigan City ing '!" rowards great . heights,'' students for high-demand jobs in 
sive. He also said he appreciated Area. I SchoolS Superilltenc!mt Eas0h'Watkins'said. our region." 

... ' . " -~~~-~-----
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Path to college 
Michigan City High School students have spent the 

past week leanring about how to get on track to go to 
i:ollege at the end of their highschool career. ' 

This effort is a valuable and iroportant focus for 
the students because it focuses on encouraging high 
school students to take specific, practical steps to pre­
pare for the future - a future that includes a college 
degree: 

Parents who have a !irst-tiroe college-bound stu­
dent learn quickly that the process of applications; 
financial aid, college choice, college visits, SAT tests 
and scholarship applications .is lengthy and some-

. what bewildering. 
lligh school guidance counselors, college advisors 

and financial aid staff all can help a student get on 
the path toward college. And the tiroe to star£ think­
ing about college is as early in high school as possible. 
That's because course choices in high school, and how 
well a student does m those courses, can determine 
eligibility for scholarships and financial aid, prepara­
tion for the tests that will be used to determine college 
eligibility and possibly testing out of certain college 
courses. 

And, with the announ.;ement of dual credit pro­
grams being offered through Purdue North Central 
and Ivy Tech Community College, deciding on a col­
lege p[itb as early as possible can have major cost­
saving factor too. We hope the high school continues 
its focus on steering more students toward the chal­
lenging road to college and that students visit www. 
collegegoweekindianaorg to learn more. While the 
process may seem overwhehuing, it can be done with 

. the right information and some help from the people 
who have traveled the road before. Don't hesitate to 
seek the'resources to help your student succeed. 

\ . '."·. 

I 

C. ». 1fll \\\\7 "'§JHI United Way, staged an-
. · &~ VV fR other gag to raise money 
CONTINUED. from Page Ai for their non-profit. 

· In exchange for $100, 
pheck" for their car wash Pate and Sisk offered to. 
when the bad weather haveaneggfightandwalk 
made car-washing and through the car wash . 
fund-raising a bad mix. "Well, qriginally, Dave 

"Oh yeiili, they'll win," saidhe'djustletmethrow · 
predicted Dave Sisk, the eggs at !rim ... because he , 
manager of. community was trying to be nice to 
investments for the La me,'' Pate said, as a by­
Porte County United Way stander blurted out that ; 
during Friday's wash- re- it was because Pate was 
ferring to the school dis- such a poor shot. 
trict. "It's only 2:30 p.m. "But I couldn't let hiro 
and it goes until 6 p.m.... do that," Pate concluded. 
And once the high school Participants and volun­
kids get out ... to have the teers at the wash "scram­
Superintendent wash bled" the cash together 
F~eir cars .... Yeah, they'll quickly and held Pate and 
Win." Sisk to their proroi~e. 

A slew of volunteers Jordan Wojasinski, an 
from the United Way co- employee for Safe Har­
alition and faculty and bar's after school and 
staff from the MCAS morning care programs, 
were hard at work in the and Tanya Jones, a men­
early afternoon, and the tor and coordinating men­
pace did not show signs of tor· for Niemann Elemen­
slowing. - tary School and Barker 

The Michigan City Middle Schools attended 
Fire Department stopped the car wash 'as volun­
by with its Fire Safety teers. They said although 
House -in what Mark the wash was a lot of fun­
Baker, a spokesperson for and-games, they thought . 
the Frre Department, said the cause behind it was . · 
was 'l gesture of gratitude iroportant. · 
for the school bus, which "I'm not exactly the 
~CAS brought to the po- car-washing-k1nd-of-girl 
lice and fire department ... "Jones said. "But it's a 
car washes last week. good event· it means a lot 

Sisk, along with Kris to our com.r'nuuity and it's 
·. Pate, the executive direc- good to see people' support· . 

tor of th~ La Porte County it." . 
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Lake Hills, MC Robotics Inducted into Society of Innovators 

Lak~ Hilfs Principal Connfe Bac-hmann Is congratulated by Schoof Board Merrher Dr. Vldya Kora 

Lake Hills STEM Magnet School and the Michigan City Robotics Team are among 15 teams that have been Inducted Into the Northwest Indiana 
Society of Innovators for 2012. The teams were recognized at a special reception on Thurs:lay, October 18 in Hammond. 

The Society of lnnovatorswasest:abliffied In 2005, and It Is a project of the Gerald I. Lam !<.in Innovation and Entreprenev~lp Center of Ivy Tech 
Community College Northwes!:.lt celebratesirmovatorsand Innovation acrossooven northwest Indiana couniles: Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Newton, 
Porter, Pulaskl, and Stark. 

Each year, the Society recognizes individuals and teams and confers upon them Honorary Lifetime Membership. Inductees are selected after a 
careful and t1gorousreview proce.ES, and they mu& "demonstrate a new way, a different way, or a beUerway for Northwest Indiana and contribute to 
the economlc development and greater good of our region, state, nation, or world.~ Principal partners and sponsors of the ooctety Include 
Arce!orMittal, Bukva Imaging, Horreshoe CaS no, Krieg DeVault, NIPSCO, Northwest Indiana BuSness Quarterly, the Times Media Company, and 
the Center for WorkforCe Innovations. 

Lake Hills was selected for Induction bared on ltsaccompliffiment as the only elementary magnet school in Indiana that Is focused on STEM­
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. MC Robotics' learn Firehawl<' was recognized for!ts receipt oftlle Rookie Team Award at regional 
FIRST Robotics Competition fast ::.pring, and for representing Michigan City at ihe National con lest in St. Louis. 

~we are so proud of Lake Hi!!sand of the Innovative work that Js1aldng place the-re, through ihe integration of STEM In the claronom, and through 
partnerships with higher education, buslne~s, and community agerycJes/ said Dr. Barbara Earon-Watklns, Michigan City Area Schools 
Superintendent. 'We are alro thrilled to have a regionally reCognized robotics team for our high oohool students, created by our Safe Harbor 
program in collaboration with numerous business and community partners. The fact that two of our own were among ihose recognized for 
innova-tion this year by the Society is truly remarkable." 

Representatives of Lale Hills and the Michigan City Robotics team were alro honored by the MCAS School Board at Its meeting on Oclober 23. 

Safe Harbor's Heib Hfggin receives a recognlllon certiffcate from Schoo{ Board Secretary Bill Greene. 

At the Board meeting, Lake Hills Principal Connie Bachmann and STEM Speclallsl Shel!ey Deutcher provided an oveNiew of acliv!Uestaking 
place at the ochoot, In the classroom, through afler-oohool clubs, and as a rerult of community partner&lips. Teachers Rebecca J<ozlik, Shannon 
Chavis, and Susan Poehl des::rlbed the integration of STEM subjects across the curriculum, the ure of technology, and the field experiences and 
partoezshlpsthat have contributed to the school'sruccess.. Three Lale Hillssludentsaloo addressed the Board: Fifth grader Ny1a Asad f{}oke about 
the "Green Team" and other student projects; fourth grader DeloresAdams~:mke about her family's participation and enjoyment of quarterly 
STEM activities, and fourth grader William Mansfield spoke about study trips. 

06/11/2013 04:43PM 
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I Society of Innovators selects new members, fellows 

Oct 18 
2012 

Previous Post<< >>Next Post Archives 
June, 2013 (2) 

May. 2013 {1) 
GARY ! Ivy Tech Community College Northwest and The Society of Innovators announced the. 
2012~13 Class of Fellows, Chanute Prlze recipients and Members to be inducted at the eighth 
annual Innovators Induction Ce1·emony tonight at the Horseshoe Casino In Hammond. 

At the Induction cere111ony, the region's Gerald I. Lamkin Fellow forlnnovat!on and Service will also 
be announced. 

"The 8th Innovators Inductron Ceremony will induct some of the most Innovative 'thinkers, 
dreamers and doers' across Northwest Indiana." said Chancellor J. Guadalupe Valtierra sa!d 
Chancellor J. Guadalupe Valtierra. 

rnductees represent Jasper, talce, LaPorte, Newton, Porter, P ulaskl, and Starke counttes. In 
addition to three individual and team members Inducted previous[y, 12 new Jndlvidual members and 
15 new team·members will be honored. 

Six new Fellows Include Neal H. Haskell, St. Joseph's Coilege, Rensselaer; Gus Oiympldls, Family 
Express; Olga Petrysz:yn, Re-M AX Affiliates, Valparaiso; Pearl Prince, Frankie Woods McCullough 
Girls Academy, Gary; Eugene 5. Smotkln, NuVant, Crown Point; and Gregg A. VanDusseldorp Sr., 
0 mnitech Systems rnc., Valparaiso. 

This year, there are two co-recipients for the Chanute Prize for Team Innovation. One is The Center 
for Innovation through VIsualization and Simulation at Purdue University Calumet, represented by 
Chenn Q. Zhou, director of the Center. The other ls the "S-in motion" Project of ArcelorM lttal Global 
Research & Development Center In East Chic.ago, represented by Blake K. Zuidema, director of 
Automotive Product Ap-plications. 

The Following Individuals are also being Inducted as members into The Society oflnnovators: 
Speros Batistatos, Marc Chase, Raymundo A. Gardal Neal H. Haskell, Kassie Meeks, Olga 
Petrysz:yn; Pearl Prince, Dave Ryan, Eugene S. Smotkln, Anthony Thurman, Gregg A. 
VanDusseldorp Sr. and Harry J. Vande Vetde Ill. 

The Following teams are also being inducted as members Into The So.c:Jety of Innovators~ Alternative 
Energy Demonstration Team, Porter County Career and Tech Center; Franciscan A !!lance Physician 
Team;" Green farms Agronomics & Mycology Teamj Hospice Artisans, Hospice of the Calumet Area 
Team; INTAC 697 Team; lake Hills STEM Magnet School Team, Michigan City; Michigan City 
Robotics #39 3 6 Team; Multi-Specialty Nav!gatlon surgery Sulte, Methodist Hospitals Team; 
NIPSCO "IN-Charge" Efectr!c Vehicle Team;: NlPSCO Moblle Website Team; Parle Prescriptions 
Program of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore l'eam; Portage Township Schools Critical Values 
Design Team; "Rura! and Rustic"1'ourism Team; South Shore Arts/Northwest I ndlana Symphony 
Orchestra Team; and Omn!techSystems Team1 Valparaiso. 

For more information, contact John Davies, assistant director of the Gerald I. Lamkin Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Center and managing director ofT he Soclety1 at (219) 981~1 111 ext. 22 92. 
Courtesy of the Times. 
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Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on October 13 

WRJTTEN BY MIGHIG.t>N Gin' MEA SCHOOLS lAST UPOATED ON 12 OCTOBER 2012 

Lake Hills STEM Magnet School (201 
Ferguson Road, Michigan CHy) invites families, 
neighbors. and members of the community to 
attend Its Bird Festival on Saturday, October 
13, from 9:00 -11 :GO a.m. 

The event is free, and it will feature exhibits 
and special activities by the Audubon Society, 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, the 
Lubezn!kArt Center, the lzaakWafton League 
and many others. 

According to Lake Hills STEM Coordinator Shelley Deutscher, Bird Festival vJStorswill be 
"banded" as they enter the event, to Smulate bird bandfng that scientists perform to track 
migratton patterns. Both children and adults can then try their hand at a bird-related craft, learn 
about bird feeding, take a hike to see local birds and their habitats, and view live birds that will 
be on display (Including pigeons, chickens.- geese, ducJts, and others, courtesy of area 4-H 
Clubs), 

Special thanks to the following !ndlvldualsforganizat!ons, which are taMng part in the Festival or 
are donating materials and expertise! 

4-H Pigeon Club 
4-H Poulhy Club 
Brandt's Emporium 
Cub Scouts 
Friends of lndiafl8 Dunes 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
Indiana Turkey Federation 
International Friendship Gardens 
lzaak:Walkton league, Chap-ter7 
Lake Hills Student CouncU 
Lake Hlllslffe Skills Club 
Lubezn!kCenter for the Arts 
Pioneer Lumber 
Potawatomi Audubon Society 
Purdlle North Central Vet Club 
St. Joe Parks 
Safe Harbor 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
Wendy Smith, environmental educator 
Sandra Wilmore, bird banding expert 

VisionPoint 
,.. .• 
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Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on October 13 
OCTOBER 12, 20121:17 PM • CONTRIBUTED BY BETSY KOHN J MICHIGAN CITY SCHOOLS 

MICHIGAN CITY I Lake Hills STEM Magnet School, 201 Ferguson Road, invites 
families, neighbors, and members of the community to attend its Bird Festival on 
Saturday, October 1 3, from 9-1 1 a.m. 

The event is free, and it will feature exhibits and special activities by the Audubon 
Society, the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, the Lubeznik Art Center, the lzaak 
Walton League and many others. 

According to Lake Hills STEM Coordinator Shelley Deutscher, Bird Festival visitors will 
be "banded" as they enter the event, to simulate bird banding that scientists perform to 
track migration patterns. Both children and adults can then try their hand at a 
bird-related craft, learn about bird feeding, take a hike to see local birds and their 
habitats, and view live birds that will be on display (including pigeons, chickens, geese, 
ducks, and others, courtesy of area 4-H Clubs). 

Special thanks to the following individuals/organizations, which are taking part in the 
Festival or are donating materials and expertise! 

" 4-H Pigeon Club 
• 4-H Poultry Club 
• Brandt's Emporium 
• Cub Scouts 
• Friends of Indiana Dunes 
• Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
.. Indiana Turkey Federation 
• International Friendship Gardens 
" lzaak Walkton League, Chapter 7 
" Lake Hills Student Council 
• Lake Hills Life Skills Club 
" Lubeznik Center for the Arts 
• Piorieer Lumber 
" Potawatomi Audubon Society 
.. Purdue North Central Vet Club 
• St. Joe Parks 
" Safe Harbor 
.. Wild Birds Unlimited 
" Wendy Smith, environmental educator 
" Sandra Wilmore, bird banding expert 
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'Adopt-a-Beach' day at Washington Park a part of larger cleanup effort 
By Stephanie Kuschel 
Staff Writer 
A.Jblished: Sunday, Septerrber 16, 2012 5:06 FMCDT 

MICHIGAN CITY- Adopt-a-Beach volunteers in 
Washington Park on Saturday took part in the 
world's largest international volunteer effort to 
clean up coastal waterways and beaches. 

Adopt-a-Beach events, like the one in 
Washington Park, are a part of a grassroots 
effort to support the international coastal 
cleanup efforts of The Ocean Conservancy, a 
nonprofit ocean action group, and its 
partnerships with national and regional 
nonprofits, which all support healthy marine 
ecosystems. 

Over the past 25 years, through the efforts of 
these international partnerships, more than 9 
million volunteers worldwide have cleaned up 
and recorded data for roughly 145 million 
pounds of trash found near bodies of water 
around the world, according to The Ocean 
Conservancy's website. · 

Shannon Eason, who coordinated the 
Washington Park Beach cleanup team for the 
Michigan City Parks and Recreation Department, 
said volunteers recorded the types of litter they 
found on the beach to help provide research 
and statistics for the Alliance for the Great 
Lakes (AGL), a nonprofit organization that 
promotes the health ofthe great lakes and its 
neighboring ecosystems. 

Eason said in addition to promoting greater 
awareness and appreciation for the beach, the 
cleanup was also meant to help educate the 
publlc about the types of issues facing the 
beach. 

Hanson 1-!w ang, an eight-year-old from Mchigan City, said he 
carre to the beach with his mcther because he cared about 
keeping the planet clean. Flloto by Stephanie Kuschel 

"People come out, see the kind of garbage that's on the beach and see where the problems are," 
Eason said." ... In Chicago, because so many cigarette butts were found on the beaches, people 
helped move forward laws that eventually banned smoking on Chicago beaches. And in Michigan ... 
after finding industrial waste on the beaches, they traced it back to a company that had been 
dumping it in the lake and were able to shut it down .... Things like that come from people seeing 
what's going on at the beaches." 

James Burden, who came to the event with a team of fellow employees, working under contract for 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through Tech Law Inc., said he and his coworkers came 
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to the event to show their support for the beach and the environment. 

"If you use the beach, you should take care of it," Burden said. "And it's nice to get this done on a 
volunteer basis .... It cuts costs for the city and keeps the beaches maintained without taking from 
tax money." 
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Michigan City High School receives school improvement grant 

By Lois Tomaszewski 
Staff Writer 
F\Jblished: Wednesday, August 29, 2012 5:07PM CDT 

MICHIGAN CITY- A plan to improve Michigan City High School was one of nine selected to receive 
state funding, school officials announced at the board of trustees' meeting Tuesday. 

The Innovative School Improvement Grant will provide $298,000 to address students' math scores 
and grades, improve using department heads as mentors to teachers and providing support to 
freshmen who struggle, Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins told the board. "We are very 
pleased to have additional resources to support our efforts, because we believe our plan has the 
potential to make a real and lasting impact at our high school," Eason-Watkins said. 

Michigan City Area Schools initially submitted applications for four schools. Elston, Niemann and 
Pine met the criteria for the selection process, which limited eligioility to lower-performing schools. 
The high school was the only one to make it through the selection process. 

For the high school, the plan calls for improved supervision of teachers; additional professional 
development opportunities, especially in algebra; and instituting a freshman academy of 100 
students, with a freshman attendance counselor and part-time academy director. This plan was 
one of nine out of 150 submitted to receive funding. "Special thanks to Xavier Botana, Jan Radford, 
MCHS Principal Lee Dabagia and Phyllis Stark for their work on this grant," Eason-Watkins said. "I 
would also like to acknowledge our algebra teachers and high school leadership team for making 
improvements at our high school." 

This information was one of two positive pieces of news Eason-Watkins shared with the board. 
She also noted that Lake Hills Elementary School, a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
magnet school, received national recognition. The school has been included in a "best practices" 
database maintained by the American School Board Journal. 

"Lake Hills was one of only 81 highly-scored programs selected for inclusion in the database this 
year, from among hundreds of applications reviewed by the National School Boards Association as 
part of its annual MAGNA Awards program," Eason-Watkins said.The schools included in the 
database serve as a resource to other schools and educators, with information on practices, 
solutions and new ideas. 

"It is absolutely amazing (that the high school received the gr<!nt)," board member Jeffrey Jones 
said. "It's a testament to the hard work of the staff." 

Jones also praised Lake Hills efforts, saying that the MAGNA awards designation was "shining a 
light" on efforts to improve Michigan City Schools. "this is national recognition of the efforts that 
have been going on with Michigan City Area Schools," he said. 

In other action: 

• Associate Superintendent Xavier Botana told the board that first day attendance counts showed 
97 percent attendance at all schools. This year, 6,065 students were enrolled as of Aug, 22, the 
first day of school for students, with 5,911 students.showing up. That is a slight decrease from last 
year's first day attendance total, which was 6,107.Botana told the board that these figures are 
preliminary. The official attendance count is taken in mid-September. "Last year we gained 
students between the first day of school and the official count," Botana said. "We are hoping we 
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will do that this year as well." 

The district has also looked at the staffing projections and made some changes, Including adding 
two new kindergarten classrooms at Lake Hills and Coolspring elementaries. A first grade position 
has also opened up at Knapp, but one position was eliminated at Marsh. These changes allowed 
all elementary teachers who were laid off at the end of the school year to be called back to work, 
Botana said. 
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The 120 area students taking part in the Purdue 

University North Centrai STEM Summer Camp 
@ PNC, 2012 are gaining a first-hand look at how 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(the STEM disciplines) are vital to their lives and 
a fundamental component of most everything they 
do. 

The five-week camp brings young people, ages six 
to 12, to 15 to the PNC campus as part of the sum­
mer programming for the La Porte County Coalition 
of Youth Serving Agencies (YSA) including Imagi­
nation Statio.n, Boys and Girls Club, Michigan City 
Parks and Recreation, Safe Harbor, Barker Woods 
and North Central Community Action Agencies in 
Michigan City. Camp is underwritten in part by 
Michigan City Enrichment Corp. 

Each group traveled to PNC one morning a week 
for five weeks, with each week featuring a differ­
ent theme exploring a different aspect of the STEM 
disciplines. With the entire PNC campus serving as 
a classroom, PNC faculty, staff and local profession­
als serve as instructors, presenting age-appropriate 
learning activities for the students. For many, the 
camp presented their first opportunity to visit to a 
·college campus. 

The camp drew to a close last week with the ac­
tivity, "From the Ground Up or the Sky Down" with 
local artist and teacher Nancy Saxon. NIPSCO is 
sponsoring this week's activities. 

"I believe art provides a perfect leaming platform 
for STEM concepts," noted Saxon. 

Saxon opened "From the Ground Up or the Sky 
Down'' with a tour of the PNC campus to study its 
many large-scale sculptures and to analyze and dis­
cover what makes a sculpture visually balanced. 
Following this, the students are asked to apply 
their knowledge to create an individual work of 
sculpture. 

Saxon explained that during this process the stu­
dents combine imagination with engineering while 

choosing to create their sculpture from items such 
as wooden dowels, rocks, blocks, twine, wire and 
cardboard. The young artists will learn about struc­
ture as they consider how placing and connecting 
assorted materials will allow a lasting visually in­
teresting composition. 

"There are countless lessons to be learned in this 
project," noted Saxon. "Students test their own ideas 
in a group setting so that everyone learns from each 
other while they create totally individual works of 
art or science." 

Saxon also thanked NIPSCO for its sponsorship. 
"I would like the community to know that this pro­
gram would not be possible without the involvement 
ofNIPSCO. Its contribution provides an exceptional 
week oflearning by highly qualified instructors on a 
college campus. Learning experiences such as these 
change lives. Thanks to NIPSCO, dozens of chil­
dren will have the opportunity to experience some­
thing wonderful." 

The camp curricula also featured: 
Dr. Kumara Jayasuriya, associate vice chancel­

lor for Academic Affairs and associate professor. of 
Mathematics, leading campers on an exploration of 
math. 

Dr. David Pratt, associate professor of Education, 
teaching how helpful computers can be at provid­
ing virtual experiences to teach physics principles 
of the real world. 

Dr. Joseph Schroer, assistant professor of Educa­
tion, leading students in a fascinating examination 
of potential and kinetic energy while building dif­
ferent types of twisting and turning rollercoasters. 

Joan Wisniewski, Potawatomi Audubon Society 
president and other members, introducing students 
to the eagle. 

Students from the Michigan City Parks and Recreation Department enjoy creating their own sculptures during the "From the Ground Up or the Sky 
Down" activities offered as part of the Purdue University North Central Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Summer Camp. 
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C[]m Grant Awarded to LaHe Hilla 

Science teacher Alien Boone and thlrd graders Jonathan Flemings and Natorl Troutman usa some of the Vernier Science devices to measure pH in Uquid. 
(Photo by Riok A. Riahards) 

A good handyman knows the job is always easier 
with the right tools. Why should it be any different 
for teachers? 

By themselves, teachers inspu:e and encour­
age children to learn. But when they're given tools 
they've never had the opportunity to use in the 
classroom, it's awe inspiring what they can do. 

And it's taking place at Lake Hills STEM Magnet 
School in Michigan City, thanks to a $10,000 scien­
tific grant awarded to the school by Vernier Soft­
ware & 'l'echnology of Beaverton, Ore. Lake Hills 
was one of only 10 elementary schools in the nation 
to receive the grant. In all, the company presented 
siJnilar grants to 10 colleges and 10 high schools. 
The 30 grants were symbolic of Vernier's 30th an­
niversary. 

Shelly Deutscher, a science teacher at Lake Hills, 
says she learned of the grant opportuuity from 

school librarian Mary Gish. Deutscher filled out 
the application and sent it off, not expecting to hear 
anything. 

"We figured it would be good experience for us for 
future grants as a way to get our thoughts down," 
says Deutscher. ''We were totally surprised when we 
were selected.". 

Vernier is one of the nation's largest suppliers of 
equipment for laboratories and schools. It provides 
everything fi·om temperature and pressure moni­
toring devices to weather stations and sophisticated 
measuring devices for college and professionallabo~ 
ratories. 

Deutscher says that when Lake Hills learned it 
had been chosen the first question everybody had 
was "What now?'"' 

Continued on Page 2 





This hand~held monitor from Vernier is the heart of the equipment 
provided In a $10~000 grant 1o Lake Hills Erementaty. Different probes 

and sensors can be attached, allowing il to perform a variety of sclentlllc 
examinations. {Photo by AlokA. Richards) 

things they drink. Originally the experiment called 
for students to measure watsr and milk, but Jona­
than says the students added Coke and MoDBter en­
ergy drink to the list. 

"We all thought Coke would be the highest," says 
Jonathan. "We were wrong. It was Monster." But it 
was only a little higher, says N a tori. 

Since the experiment, Natori and Jonathan both 
say they've cut back on the amount of Coke and 
Monster they drink. 

That left Boone beaming. ''That's a good example 
of what learning is all about. This is a change to 
take learning out into the real world." In the spring, 
Boone and his students will take some of the de­
vices outside to do experiments on soil and plants. 

Sclence te.acher AUen BOone and third grader Jonathan Flemings set up 
an experiment to measure the pH of water. (Photo by Rick A. Richards) 

Continued on Page 4 
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technology, and earth/space. 
"We have been teaching these subjects all 

along, but the equipment helps us investi­
gate them more thoroughly. It's a grea~ tool 
for the kids," says Deutscher. · 

Once the equipment arrived, representa­
tives from Vernier returned to Lake Hills 
and prov.ided in-service training for teach­
ers. They rev.iewed each item and showed 
teachers how to uae it and how to integrate 
it into the classroom. 

Science teacher Allen Boone says he was 
thrilled to l'eceive the equipment. "It en­
hances learning and it shows our students 
the latest technology. They're using equip­
ment some of them might not otherwise see 
until they get to college." 

This tabla full of soientffic equlprrtent, including a weather statton, Is part of a $10,000 
grant from Vernier to Lake Hills Elamentruy. Among the equipment is a tnagnelfo field 
sensor, currant probe, temperature probe, a hand-held microscope, a motlon detector, 

gas pressure sensor and a pH sensor. (Photo by Rlok A. Richards) 

As Boone worked with two of his third 
graders, he says the equipment offers them 
"the dream of being whatever they want to 

ComputBr Grant Conlinuad from Pago1 

What dev.ices did the school need for its 
science program? How would it choose which 
dev.ices to buy? Even though Vernier pro­
v.ided a catalog, Deutscher says the choices 
were overwhelming. 

"Vernier was great, though. They came to 
the school and helped UB put together our 
order," says Deuteche1~ who adds that input 
from the faculty was an important part of 
the process. 

Even though Lake Hills received the same 
kind of equipment in use in colleges and uni­
versities, the items are being used by second 
through fifth gradei·s. 

"We looked at each specific grade level 
and what might help meet its needs,_" says Sclenoo teacher Allen Boone hofds a monltor outfitted wlth a temperatura probe that is 
Deutscher. "It's also been a big help that accurate to v.ithln a tenth of a degree. (Photo by RlokA. Richards} 

Purdue North Central has offered support to help 
us get our cur1·icuhrm up and going." 

When boxes and boxes of equipment arrived just 
before Christmas, teachers and school administra­
tors dug in like Santa Claus had arrived early. 

"Eve1·yone was talking at once;' says Deutscher. 
"What should we do? How do we set our labs up?" 

Once the excitement died down, Deutscher says 
the process focused on core science areas at Lake 
Hills ~ life sciences, physical science; en~ineering/ 

be~" 
Natori Troutman) 9, and Jonathan Flemings, 9, 

are experienced hands at using some of the equip­
ment. They've already conducted experiments using 
a pH :ri:Leter, temperature gauge and a device that 
measure the reflectivity of light. 

''It's really neat," says Jonathan. "It makes me 
want to study and go to college." 

Natori and Jonathan say their favorite experi­
ment so far was measuling the pH in the everyday 
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work with the equipment through a train, 
ing webinar with Yerpier, said Deutscher. 

"This is a terrific opportunity for our 
·students," said Deutscher about the 
weather statiori and the grant that made 
the weather station possible. . 

"We're really excited about having this 
quality cutting•edge equipment; especial­
ly in· an elementary school," she said. 
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at 2601 E. Michigan 
Blvd. Anyone needing 
special arrangeu:>ents 
to attend· the meeting 
should call the town­
ship office . at 874-
5201.. 
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Building a roller coaster: lake Hills students compete in the 'Great Thrill Ride 
Build Off' 
By Lois Tomaszewski 
Staff Writer 
Published: Wednesday, February 15, 2012 5:07PM CST 

MICHIGAN CHY- Ask the fifth grade science 
students at Lake Hills Elementary about roller 
coasters and they will tell you about gravity, 
friction and kinetic energy, complicated scientific 
concepts brought to life by building a model 
roller coaster. 

Science teacher Allen Boone signed his students 
up to compete in the national "Great Thrill Ride 
Build Off," sponsored by Cedar Point 
Amusement Park and K'Nex toys. It is an effort 
to promote the park's Science Week. Five 
winning groups are selected to display their 
model at the park, and to win tickets and K'Nex 
building sets. 

The contest is open to students in sixth grade 
through high school. That could be a problem for 
the students at Lake Hills. The fifth graders, 
however, are being allowed to enter because 
the school is a magnet school. Boone said he is 
waiting to hear whether his students will be 
allowed to win even though they are younger 
than the rules allow. 

But whatever that decision may be, the 
students have already won by learning both 
scientific concepts as well as life skills including 
problem solving and team work. With each new 
twist and turn, students encountered glitches 
and had to figure out how to correct the 
problem by increasing velocity, minimizing 
friction and capitalizing on gravity. No motors 
can be used to propel the 8,000 piece model, 
which if built in real life would be 320 feet tall. 

Fifth grade students at Lake Hills Elementary w ark on building 
a scale roHer coaster as part of a national corrpetition 
sponsored by K-NEX and Cedar Point Amusement Park. At 
work are: (in front) Simone Gill, {next row, from left) Makila 
Fritz, Jennifer Gardenas, {in back, from left) Rodrigo Serrano, 
8ton Poe and Michael Haw thorne. 

Students had to design the roller coaster, called the STEM Devil, a nod to their school and a 
reference to what would surely be a white-knuckle ride if the coaster was actually built. The name 
was selected by student vote Tuesday from several possib1\ities, ranging from a student's name to 
the Scream Machine and Twister of Fate. 

"We had to build it from the ground up," Boone said. "We had no Idea where it was going." 

Students began building the model in October, working one to two hours per week. Boone said he 
hopes to wrap up the project in the next few weeks. Five photographs of the model, a video 
showing how it works and a 500-word essay which "deals with the science of it" must be 

thenew,;dispatch.comlarticlesl2012102/15/newsRocaUdoc4!3b24cb4ec27115779031.prt 1/2 
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submitted by April 1. 

"The students have been tremendously excited about the project," Boone said. 

Even though there is still time, Boone and his students are ready to move on. The next scientific 
project is designing a robotic hand out of the same K'Nex building sets. 
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Magnet schools show the promise of our kids' future 

By Dr. Vidya S. Kora 
For The News-Dispatch 
Published: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 5:07 FM CST 

In an effort to improve student achievement and to provide more choices to students and parents 
within the public school system, the Michigan City Area Schools started two magnet programs last 
year at the elementary level. 

The magnet program at Lake Hills is devoted to STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
and the magnet program at Pine School is devoted to visual and performing arts. 

I had the privilege of visiting these two schools recently and meeting their outstanding principals, 
Mrs. Connie Bachmann at Lake Hills and Mr. Charles Kaiser, Jr. at Pine School, the STEM 
Coordinator Mrs. Shelley Deutscher, the fine arts coach Mrs. Donald Beck and some teachers and 
students. I was impressed by the dedication, commitment and passion ofthese individuals and of 
the many outstanding teachers and leaders at these two buildings. 

In a global economy, for our community and country to be competitive, we need STEM programs. By 
linking science, technology and math in a coordinated fashion, this program helps children become 
problem solvers, Innovators, Inventors and logical thinkers. 

Who knows, we may have a Steve Jobs or a Bill Gates in the making at Lake Hills. 

In difficult economic times, arts education tends to get cut at schools. But education in visual and 
performing arts helps students connect the right side ofthe brain with the left side and helps 
improve test scores while teaching such valuable life skills as developing a vision, to persist, to be 
playful and to learn from their mistakes. 

Since these magnet programs were rolled out, parent participation has increased, which is truly a 
blessing. The support from parent groups, community groups like the Lubeznik Center, the artists' 
community in Tryon Farms and the various environmental groups has been remarkable. 

The one partnership that deserves a special mention is the one these programs have at Purdue 
North Central. I want to express my gratitude to Chancellor Dworkin and his faculty and students 
for their involvement, encouragement and participation. 

All these wonderful changes would not have been possible without the support of my colleagues 
on the school board and the leadership of Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins, her Associate 
Superintendent, Mr. Xavier Botana, their leadership team at the administration building and the 
support staff at all the buildings. 

In an environment of limited resources, this team has been innovative in allocating resources, 
recruiting and retaining good teachers, focusing on their professional development and creating 
vital community partnerships. 

I am grateful to everyone who has been involved in creating these outstanding magnet programs 
and I am hopeful that we will extend these magnet programs to the middle school level next year. 

I fully recognize that Michigan City Area Schools has a long way to go to achieve its full potential 
but touring these two magnet schools recently makes me optimistic about the future. 
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Dr. Vidya S. Kora is a Michigan City Area Schools board member. 
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