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Stajff Writer
MICHIGAN CITY —

More than T5 Michigan
City middle school stu-
dents are taking part in a
Math Camp through the
surmmer schoel program
held at Michigan City
High School. The sixth,
seventh and eighth grade
students are participat-
ing in ten day sessions,
attending from 7:16 a.m.
unti! noon. )

Seven area teachers
are participating in this
program to help boost the
middle school students’
meth grades, These teach-
ers are Paula Day, Linda
Swenberg and Brenda
Christenson from Krue-

_ger Middle School, Adam

Goebel and Amy Woja-
singki-Labis from Elston
Middle School, Amy Har-
mon from Barker Middle
Scheol and Mike Maeach
from Enapp Elementar
Sehool, : :
Michigan City Arean
Behools, in a partnership

with Purdue Universgity

Worth Central, has re-
ceived 2 CARE grant to
be used for ‘math educa-
tion. CARE (Coneceptual
Algebra Readiness for
Everyone) focuses on.alge-
bra readiness, preparing
students for future math
classes and skills.

“The basis of the part-
nership is the understand-
ing that we must begin at
elementary and middie

" school to make sure stu-

dents have a strong foun-
dation and are ready to
sueceed in algebra in high
school,” gaid Betsy Kohn,
MCAS Director of Com-
munications,

During the summer ses-
sions, students rotate into
gix different classrooms
throughout the day, focus-
ing on six different topics
which ave gecmeiry, corm-
putation, problem solving,

nuinber sense, measure- |

mants and algsbra,
Maeach, whe is a fifth

‘grade teacher at Knapp,

teaches at the math camp
over the summer, but has
taught CARE in his class-
room with success in the
past. “We piloted it in my
classrooin three or four
years ago so Um really fa-

miliar with it,” he said. “If

you lock at Knapp's tsst
scores, they've really gone
off the charts. We've seen
exponential growth.”

Part of the CARE pro-
gram inelodss the incor-
poration of games into the
curriculum to help sto-
dents understand math,
ag well as keeping their
interest, .

Cne game, for example,
is called Australian 100,
During this game, the
teacher will roll a dis fen
times. With each roll the
gtudents have the optidn
t6 add the number or the
number multiplied by téan
to their total score. For ex-
ample, if the teacher rolled
a seven, the student could
use seven or 70, After ten

‘rolls, the student closest

to 100 without going over
wins,

Cioebel, a science teacher
at Blston Middle School,
has several activities that
have been incorporated

into the wmeasurements
portion of the math camp.
This includes a8 rubber
band cannon, which shoots
rubber bands at different
angles. His studsnts also
iold paper airplanes fo
throw, measuring the dis-
tance they traval.

He has seen the math
camphelphigstudents and
believes it is partislly due
to keeping the students
focused on math over the
suminer vacation. -

Referring o the stu-
dents he taught lagt sum-
mer, Goebel said, “I did no-
tice their actual scores did
go up. Probaebly because

they didn’t take the entire |

three months ofi”

Br. David Feikes, a pro-
fessor of math education
at PNC iz involved with
the CARE partnership,
working with teachersin a
workshop setting, making
sure they understand the
CARF carricalurn and the

e s e

besi way to teach it.
.“The key for algeb
readiness iz clags digen
sion. Wa focus on the =0
tion process rather th
the answer,” Feikes sa
“Most teachers wand
answer, L want to km
how you got it.”

Feikey said he believ
CARFE works for three ¢
sons, the first of which
dedicated teachers. “You'
got great teachers her
he =aid. The second re
som, he said, is the adm:
igtrative staffl “I think |
Barbara Eason-Watki
and Dr. Jan Radford hs
heen very supportive.”
The other reason
CARRE's sucesss is the sl
dents: “These kids hs
besn doing great thix
ing,” Feikesg said,



MICHIGAN CITY.
Lake Hills STEM M czmei
Elementary School has
been sclected by Project
Lead The Way to piled
the newest science, tech-
nology, engineering -and
matheratics program for
students in kindergarten
through fifth grade.

Lake Hills is one of 44
schocls in the United
States to be selected as
a pilet school. By offer
ing thiz new elerner 1hary
STEM program to its stu-
dents, Lake Hjlis 15 ex-
panding ifs high-quality
educational offerin gs for
its studenis.

Accovding  to Shelley
Deunischer, STEM coor-
dinator for Leke Hills
schioel, the new ¢
ham will be an eztension
of the current curriculum
at the schosl. “The hope

iz that shis wil b@ a wa;r'
£ & ?

for th: 078 to Loomad
fromn fsieme.s_Ltmy to mid-
dle schos 1” she said.

Deutscher was  des-
ignated as the master
teacher for the elaments
ry pilot. She will help Iead
professional development
for the teachers ai Lake
Hills who are involved in
the pilot,

The 44 schools invited
to participate in the pi-
lot program will test 12
STEM modules and play
an infegral role in the
development of the final
version of the curriculum
by movidir!g femabﬂd« on
their experiences to Proj-
ect Lead The Way.

This fesdback will influ-
ence the developmeni of
engaging eurriculum and
balanced assessment for
elementary students, and

P

‘the creation of effective

professional development
for instruectors, The final
version of the slementary
program will be available
io all school districts in
the U.8. for the ‘701i-2015
zchool year



Michigan City Barker
Middle School STEM
Academy :

Michigan City’s Barker
Middle School is com-
pleting its first year as
a STEM Academy, with
ail 6th, 7th and 8th grad-
ers taking a semester-
long class called Project
Lead the Way (@FLTW)

— GATEWAY. The PLTW
“gurricelum is founded in
‘the fundamental problem-
solving and critical-think-

ing skills taught in fradi-

tional career and technical
education (CTE), and it
integrates national aca-
demit and technical learn-~
ing standards and STEM
principlés, cresting what
118, Secretary of Educe-
tion Arne Duncan calls one
of the “great modsls of the

new 1CTH soceseding all’

across the countey” PLIW
a8 Te‘écpt?‘j cited by the
ard Groduate Sr,’izf}d
veation as a “medel
g% century cavesr
1 nical edueation.”
an 4,200 scheals In
ﬁ maf: S alz.d 5}1\/ Dig-
of Cohunbia arve now
FLYW coursges o
..... swéppts
”EN Snance, Technol-
Fnzineering, Math)
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education is
attheheariof
today’s high-
aech, high-
skill  global
sconomy.
Yor Awerica

to  remain
Greg sconomically
Gray competitive,
Gateway OuY nexi gen-
Jeacher eration  of

leaders — the

students of today — must

developthecritical-reason- an
ing. and problem-solving
skills that will help make
them the mest productive
in the world. ,
PLTW GATEWAY pro-
grams like the one offered
at Barker engage students
in activities, projects, and
problem-based  learning

through hands-on class-

Stu-
, build,

OO czparienc%
dents create, design

digeover, callaborate and.

solve problems while ap-
plying what they learn in
math and science.

All Gth graders diseov-
erad how dzgltal electron-
ics has bacome a powerful
force in our world during
the “Magic of Elsctrong”
unit, Signing their names
took on a new look when
studenis ware 1cqulrea 1o

use Binayy Code to iden-
tify their projecis, Dur-
ing a unit on “Flight and
Space” they grasped the
principles of asvodynam-
ics end orbital mechanics.
The Tth graders competed
to design the best simple
machines in the “Science
of Technology” vnit. They
also built and tested wind
generators and sgtudied
solar energy and other
“creen energy’ ideas in
“Energy and Environ-
ment” unit, The 8th grad-
ers worked to understand
the principles of mecha-
nisms and progeamming
in the unii “Auiomation
sad Robotics”. They also
were introducad Lo ensrgy-
saving strucinral design
procesges in the “Green
Architecture” unit.

Bvery woek, belwesn
NASA Mouday snd Engi-
negring Disaster Fridsdy,
Barker students learned
to plan and think like en-
ginsers and fechnicians
by using the Design Pro-
coss to solve problems.
(The Design Process is to
enginzers and technicians
working in the human-
built world as the Scien-
tific Method is to scientista
investigating the natural

el

workd. ) ‘To incorporate this

type of thinking, all siu-

dents designed solutions . °

to problems in the “De-
sign and Modeling” unit
with the belp of precision
measurement fools and
30 Paramstric Modeling
software.

As our students move to
Michigan City High School,
they will have experienced
a great deal abowut our hu-
man-built world and how

scieace and math are con-

nected to the technological
world we live in. At Michi-
gan City Wigh Schosl, all

students wﬂl have the
opportunity to  continue”

their STEM studiss with
more Praject Lead the Way
coirses, These courses will
provide students with an
opportunity to sarn dual
credits, which gzives our
high school sfudents cred-
its at many colleges and
universities around the
countey.

The (ateway teachers
at Barker STEM Academy
are excited and involved in
deliveving unigne content
%o students, and we look
forward to watching them
grow in their vnderstand-
ing of the world around
theimn,
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Saying thanks: Lake Hills students and staff honor school volunteers

By Jessica O'Brien
Staff Writer

Published: Tueaday, June 4, 2013 505 PM CDT

MICHIGAN CITY — Lake Hills STEM
Magnet Elemesntary School hosted itg
annual STEM Supporter Lunchean Monday
afternoon. Parents, grandparents and
community members who have
voluntaeered over the past school year
were invited to the schoel for the event.

According t?, Shetsl:ay D.EUtSC.h elr, STEM R Students from Kndergarten and third grade classes parformfor
coordlnater for Lake Hills, this luncheon is woluntesrs diiing the Lake Hills STEM Supporter Euncheon, Photo
held at the end of every year for the schaol | hyJessicaQ'Brien

to say “thank you for all of your time and
support and we hope we can count on you
next year.”

The luncheon was decorated with several items made by Lake Hills students. For example,
thank you cards, made by third- and fifth-grade students, were set at each place setting.

As a gift, the volunteers took home flower pots that were decorated by second-grade
studenis.

While lunch was provided by the school, the desseris were contributed by‘staff meambers.

“Everybody Is a part of what we're doing,” Deutscher said.

Three Lake Hills kindergarten classes performed “"Wheels on the Bus” during the luncheocn.
According to Deutscher, this was dedicated to the bus drivers for “taking us so many
places in the communiiy.”

Third-grade students, who recently studied rocks and minerals, also performed at the
luncheon, singing two songs from their play “Rock Concert.”

Sevaral people who attended the lunchecn were volunteers for the STEM after-school
program. These volunteers include Purdue University North Central students and staff,
Michigan City High School Honor Society members, parents and grandparents.

During the luncheon, each volunteer was asked to introduce themselves and state how they

contributed to the school, Several of the guests were parents, grandparents and retired
teachers who have volunteered in various ways throughout the year.

lof2 _ 06/11/2013 04:19 PM
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Siudents from klndergarten and third grade classes pe;form for \folunteers e the Lake
Lunchgon, 7 b

"ui:Piioto by Jessica O'Brien
By ms STEM Supporter

By Jessica O"Biien
Siaff Writer

MICHIGAN CT‘I‘Y — Lake
Hillg 3TEM Magnet Blementary
Schoeol hosted its annual STEM
Supporter Luncheon Monday af-
ternoon. Pa*rents grandparents
spuembers Who T AR Ve ‘

‘ dedicated to the bus: drivers f01; Mlchlgan,Clty Firg' Depar’s,ment :
/618 Invif he -faking us so many places in the:i Public Information:Officer Mark
school for the Vs L veommuinity” - - +‘Baker, volinteers from. Trdiana

Acecording -0~ Thzrd—grag‘le students, Whi) ?I"‘arm Bureau, th --'-Mmhlgan
Deutscher, STEM ordinator recently studied tocks and mii-::Ciby Trar
for Lake Hills, this luncheon is erals, also performed atthe hun- -t
held at the end of svery, year for ‘singing -two /songs from
the.schodl o say “thank you for.
all of your time and support and? rerali
we hope we ean count_on youritheilun
next year” :

The luncheon was decorated ‘gram’ These voluntem's
with several items made by’ ‘Purchie University Nor’sﬂ Ce
Lake Hills students. For exam- tral si:udents and staff, {Michi-
ple, thank you cards, made by gan City:High ° “Schobl Honor
third- and fifth-grade students, -Society.: members pamnts and-::
were set at each place setfing, Ai. grandparents “Bs
‘a gift, the volunteers took home  Durmng'ithe’ luncheon each-,-"-only ahotit & thu‘d o quarter
flower pots that were decorated volunteer was asked to jatro- of all the voluntesrs who have
by second-grade students, uee themselvos and state how made Laké Hills whet it is today

While lunch was prowded Ve and I thank you.,
the school, the desserts wer “‘Eason-Watkins ‘alse’ 'thanked
contllbuted by staff member g group.of yolunteers, '

“Everybody is a part of whi hay ¥ 4 4T g bélllyou e comiunity
we're doing,” Deuntscher said. s throughout the has 1eaHy' stepped forwaxd to

Thres Lake Hills kmdergar— ¥ . el Tmako stive this school is a suc-
ten classes performed “Wheals - Otheér Hudivi uals in atten-~ cess,ushe..said: “On *behalf of
on the Bus” during the luncheon. - dance included: MCAS Superin- : the djstrlct I Want; f;o say thank
According to Deutscher, ﬂ’nS was tendeni‘.BarbaraEason-Waﬂnns, you.”




By Jessien O Brien
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY
Students and staff of Lake

Hills STEM Magnet El-
ementary  School  spent

Friday morning construck-
ing a Trail of Knowledge
zround the school building.
With the help of 135 stu-
dents from Barker Middle
School, parvent volunteers
and several local organiza-
tions, Lake Hills students
formed the path around
the school grounds.

The path also indudes
learaing stations such as
a ¥ossil siation for thivd-
graders and 2 Sensory gar-
den for kindsrgariners.

“It’'s about giving kids
owuerzhip in their own
school,” said Connie Bach-
mann, Lake Hills princ-
pal. “Cur goal is always to
- give our students skills 1o
grow up and be responsi-
ble citizens, learning skills
they can use carcey-wise or
recreationally”

Ten mosaic files created
by Safe Harbor students
through ihs Lubeznik
Canter for the Arts wers
presented o the school
and will be placed along
‘the trail. The iiles are dee-
orated with birds, butier
flies and plants and will be
placed in learning stations
such as wetlands, wood-

lands, gardens, prairies
.and the butterfly garden.
The involvemeni of

. Barker students on the
project is based on a part-
nership betwesn Lake

. Hills and Barker, which

are both STEM schools.

“We thought this would be

a great way to develop thai

partnership,” said Shellev

Deuigcher, STEM coordi-

nator for Lake Hills.
“We're a0 close to Lake

Wichigan. We wani siu-

dents to understand that

-etable garden.

they can do their pari ¢
to protect it,” Deutscher b
said. “The more we can do
hands-on will make them
remember and bring those
standards alive”

During the planting day,
students wers divided inio
groups, gach working on a
section of the trail. Several
students planted Aowers
in froni of the school, whils
ancther group spread wood
chips zlong the pauh

Students also worked to
redo a stump learning cen-
ter, a setting that congisis 1
of a circle of tree stumps,
which will be vsed as an
outdoor classroom. Groups
also worked on the remov-
al of invasive species and
cleanad the parking lot.

Another project the sta-
dents worked on was a veg-
Tomatoes,
green beans and sirawber-
ries were planted.

“Hopetully everyonz in
the schoeol will talte turns
tending to the gardens,”
said Dena Hoths, a fivei-
grade teachaer at Lake
Hills.

Dozans of pa
teered theiv tim
conghruct the trai
as 2 voluniser
Audubon Society.

Yoluntesr Jamila Vanes,
perent of Lake Hills lkin-

enis volun-

i as well
rom the

s to help’

ssica O'Biien

Phato by Je
Fisst-grade students from Lahe Hills STEM Magnet Elsmentary
Sehool plant a garden for ihe school’s Trall of Knowledge. Pichurad
{From left) ot Tativana Meal, Kierra Newson and Austin Hunachs,

kx'ga‘-"tncr Elijab Vanes,
vought along the young-
volustesr of day, her
par-cld son, Jus-,m, wWho
pad held pull weeds,

“I eame ouf foday to help
any way 1 conld, pulling
up weeds, cleaning up the
arsa and mc&d’nc it lool
riice,” Vance said. “I've basn
veally impressed. ‘T,Ls
sehool is really grea

Angala McConne IOHF-
ga also voluniesrad to help
an the project with her son,
C-.}Lin MeConnell. “My son
i3 veally into pldnhm and

DT

e
ool
4-ye

he

nature,” McConnesil Ort faga
said. “We have a vegetable
garden at home so this is
our bonding thing”
Flowers, vegetablas and
other supplies were donat-
ed to the project by loeal
cosumymity gronups includ-
_"tg Vincini I:'a_rrf Bmck
Snvich
ai{\i" oy

E!:‘u"_ I_ v, Rz:,hgy Or

Eﬂl

5, Mcrst ﬁ*.:m 1}




Kids enjoyed shooting rubber ducks off 2 log with suulrt guns as part of 5 water festival at ir

PP .
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Water Fesis

T o o |
IKrueger ho

) Photos by Kelley
uizger Middle School.

mith

By Belley £
Staff Writ

(=14

MICHIGAN CITY |
— To kick oif Coaszial
Awareness Month,
Krneger Middle School
welcomed the commn-
nity to participate in
a water fostival they
hosted on the school’s
front lawn Saturday.

Krueger staff, sin-
dents and paveni
volunigers  manned
booths featuring wa-
ter games, like boune-
ing ping pong balls
inte fsh bowls and
using squirt guns to
shoot rubber ducks of
a log. They also opar-
ated a dunk tank and
distributed free con-
ceszions of hot dogs,

siplore the water eycle and mali

Please sas Y 3, AZ




WATER

CONTINUED from Page Al

chips, drinks and snow-
cones,

Environmental science
teacher Amanda May-
croft operated educa-
tional activities teaching
participants about the
water cycle and how land
development can lead to
pollution.

Representatives from
the Michigan City Fire
Department and U.S.

Coast Guard demon-
strated water rescue
technigques, and Bass Pro
Shop was on hand o pro-
vide fishing lessons,

Guests 'at the water
festival also  enjoyed
jearning about water
quality testing, inva-
sive species, the cance
and kayak demonstra-
tions, and student-guid-
ed tours of the school’s
bird path and forest
management area, rain
garden and rain barrel
projects,
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By Brian Schlendar
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY —
Superintendent of Public
Instruction ' Glenda Ritz
toured Lake Hills STEM
Magnet Elementary
School on Thursday.

Fifth-grade students
Omar Berrane, Marcus
Blackmon, Hudah Achy
and Nyle Asad showed
Ritz avound the school.

Rits paused in the
fourth~grade COTIINOI
area 0 ask students about
the independent projects
on tisplay. All the projecis
were on erosion and land

forma,
STEM coordinator
Shelly Deutscher ex-

piained that sach quarter
students do projects re-
lated to what they study
This guarier the fourth-
graders- studied, how
wind and water affect
land forms.

After the tour, Ritz said
that she goes cut a cou-

Omar Sefram, Marcus Blackmon, Mudah Achy and Nyla Asad

Photos by Brian Schlender

showed Superintendent of Public Instruciion Glenda Ritz arcund
Lale Hills Elementary. Supsrintendent of Public lnstruction Glen-
da Ritz looks at four-gradsr independent projects at Lalke Hills
STEM Magnet Elementary Schoaol,

ple times a week to talk
te school officials, may-
ors and community lead-
ers around Indiana. The
tours are part of Ritz's
“community approsch.”
The goal of the commu-
nity approachis to create
equity, Ritz said. - .
Ritz wants_to identify
coordinators in each com-
munity who can then
asgesgs the areas their
schools need help with.

Once the areas ars iden-
tified, contiunued Riiz,
the coordinators will be
shown how to identify
regources in their com-
munities. )

Ritz plans to imple-
ment a technology sys-
tem to help coordinators
find resources and updaie
information about their
schools, She wants schools
to koow what “eguity and
high guality lock like.”

S/B-J/f;ﬁ AD




TielewsDisemoiicon

By Brian Schiender
Staff Writer

Ritz avound the sthool.

Ritz pauged. in the
fonrth-grade -COMmOn
ares t0-ask students about
the independent. projects
on digplay. Allthe:projects
were on erosion-gnd-land
forms.

STEM coordinetor
Shelly Deutscher ex-
plained that eath.quarter
students. do -projects . re-
lated to what they study
This guarter the: fotirth-
graders studied. how
wind and water affect
land forms.

After the tour, Bitz.said
that she goes out-a-cou-

and Nyla Asad”showed Omar :Sefrano,. Marcus. Bfackmon, Hudah chy an
showed Superintendent.of Publi i
‘Lakeills Elementary. Superintendant of Public: Instmci:an {alen-
daiRitz:looks -at:four-grader independent projects -at:Lake-Hills:
STEM:Magnet Elementary School,

ple times a week fo talk
$u .school. officials, may-

ors. gnd.community lead-
ers .around-Indianz. The

tours -are part. of Ritz’s
“community. .approach.”

‘The..gosl.of the commu-

ity mpproachds o create
eguity, Ritz-said.

Ritz wants.io identify
coordinators.in-each com-
munity who  .can then
assess the areas their

achools: need help with.

Once the areas are.dden-
tified, continued. Ritz,
the . coordinators-will:be

resources .in theu' -corny
munities.

Ritz plans fo lmple-
ment a..technology- sys
tem to help. cocrdimato
findresources andupdat
information .about..the
schouals. She wants-sc
to:know what. “eguity-an
high quality look-like”




Society selects

Drawing from hig own experi-
ence with depressmn these films
descnbe the challanges Df a ﬁctmnal
police officer named “Tgtective

: quns ” He hdg pio duced twoin this
senes mcludmg hrs latest fﬂm “The

Duo show new ways
to.solve problems,

. tober, 1t wzi,s selected for
sr;reenmg and compétition at the

'.mSpam
. Northwest’s Gary Camipus part-

tjm inthe computer lab., Now stari-
‘ mg his ﬂ]ii‘d "De’fechve Downs' J fglm .

, Marbeﬂa International Fﬂm Feshval )

AThurman works at Ivy Tech )

vo Innovators of the Month

caseload and life's challenges despite
his disability.

Whern U,S, Secretary of Educa-
ton Atme Dunéan visited Lake Hills
STEM Magnet School, he encour-
aged gdusdtors'to develep arigor-
ous STEM ctivriculum. His empha-
sis in 2011: Help students at the first
STEM public elementd}:y school
in Northwest Tndiana and the first

,non—charter rpagnet public school

in Indjaaa become future problem

é}n Cl’f}; schaol isa
4 ce, technology,

engmeermg and 1 th T :
nculum. e 4cTois the ciy

Throughout the year, there ar

). e four

themes that influenee edueatmn armong
the 430 students, 85 pereent on free and

DK, /5 | / i3 TETiEs
reduced hunch. Thege arelife g
Physical seience; engineering ax‘:éleigiis—
nology; and space and earth.
The society is part of the Gerald 1,

Lamkin Innovation and Entrepreneny-

ship Center of vy ‘Tech Comumy -
lege Northwest, ity Gol

For more information, call O'Mer
Butches, director of the Lamkin Cerlr’s:rl
at(219) 981-494z, or John Davies, assis-
tant director, at {219} 981-1111, ext, 2202,

————



“The, Micaiﬁaﬁ City Robotlcs {eam piacéd seventh in the inaugural lndianaFIRST (For inspivation and Remgniti@n of Sclence and Teshnamgy)

. Rohotics Champmnshm in Indisnapolis.

City ro I

By Jessles §'Brien
- Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY — The
Michigan Ci'i;y Robotics team
. wag one of 54 teams chosen
‘to participate in the ianau-
., gural IndianaFIRST (For In-
~ spirvation and Recognition of
" Science and Technology) Ro-
botics Championship '\:Iay 18
_in Indianapolis, ;

- Michigan City Robotics wag
matched with & team from
‘Indianapolis and a feam from

" Munster, forming an alliance

U@@ i

that placed sevenih out of
aight at the championship.

The purpose- of the alli-
anceg allowed the teams to
play three against thvee on
the court in an elimination
style tournament, according
to Safe Harbor and Michigan
City Robotics Coordinator
Herb Higgin, -

The competition between
robets allowed them {o score
points by throwing dises
through hoops.

BN T Jla@@g Tl 1 m

The robots were also to-

guired to’climb a pyramid,

receiving poiuts based on the
how high each robot could
climb.

“iYs_ all about scormg for
this partlcular tournament,”

Higgin said. “We were the

bast defensive robot, but de-
fense doesn’t win robolics
championships.”

The Michigan Clt_y“ Robot-
icg team consisted of 12 high
school students, coming from
Michigan City High School,

016 prov

Marquette High School, La
Lwomiere School, and Viciory
Christian Academy as well
as home schooled students.
The students built the ro-

- baot, Firehawk version 2.0 be-
'tween Jan. § and Feb. 23. “It

was a great year The kids did

-veally well,” Higgin said. “T'm

really’ proud of the team.”
More information on how
to bscome involved with the
Michigan City Robotics team
is ‘available by calling Safe
Hafbor at (‘719) 8’?3-‘:740




By Jessiean O Brisn
Staff” Writer

- MICHIGAN CITY —

Krueger Middle School
heid a ribbon culting cer-
emony Friday affernoon
to officially open its new
forest mmaagement path,
which is open o the public.
This ceremony marked the
completion of the second
phase of Krueger's ongoing
Cutdoor Envuonmen‘cai
Suience Center.

This mile-long path was’

created by students and lo-
cal professionels. Hrueger
Principal Martha Birkholz
opened the ceremony by
acknowledging and vhank-
ing those pariners who
made the project possible,

including the Michigan-

Ciby Forestry Department,
Lowe’s, Don’s Construc-
tion and the Michigan City
Area Schools Plant Flan-
ning Department.

“Our staff and students
* have worked tirelessly with
these partners to develop
this second trail om our
property,” Birkhole =aid.
“The students are learning
about science, teamwork,
public speaking and much

more through their-hands-.

on work on the project. We
are thrilled %o be ahle to
offer this resource for area
elementary students and
for our cormmumnity”
Following the ribbon
cutting ceremony, students
provided information at

Schvoeder, MCAS piant planning. - R

Pl

eight learning stations

_along the path. These sta-

tions were forest uses,
small woodland creatures,
flood plain . overlook, up-
land soil pit, tree bark
identification, canopy gaps,
what makes a tree a tree,

“and tree leaves identifica-

tion. ¢

The students not only
learned from creating the
paths, but the outdoor
seiting is also uzed as a

Please see KRUEGER, A3

@
=Y

- e T ) B - . Photo by Jessica O'Brien
Partners who took pait in the creation of the new forest manaﬁament pan at Krueger N]lddle schoo! (fmm Ieft) John Yeakey, MCAS
plant planning; Frank Seilheimer, Michigan E&i’y forester; Martha Birltolz, Kiueger principal; Dr., Batbara Eason-Watkins, MCAS
superintendent; Yera Jones, i(rueger asslstant: principal; Don Snapp; | MCAS bus driver/Don’s. Constiuct;un, Beth Pishkur, MCAS
board of school trustees; Joshua Eenn@ﬁ MEAS bus diwer/ Dens Ccﬂstmctmn Waiter Carlett Dons Construction; and Doug

vy Tech Commu-
‘nity College Vice
Changelior Rick
Soria {center)
participates with
Krueger Middie
School students
at a learning
station during
the opening of
Krueger's new
Forest Manage-
ment Path.

Photo provided
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“clasaroom. “If it’'s 35 degrees
or warmer, we go outside”

1 said environmental technology

-teacher Brian Schroll. “Rain
and lightning are the only
things that will keep us out of
here” -

The path features a pavilion
which, according to Schroll, can
bhe used as a classreom by all
of the teachers af Krueger. “If
a math teacher wants to do a

| math lesson, they can bring
their class and some clipboards
out and have elass out here.”
“This is great. 'm very im-
pressed,” gaid former Kruger
Principal Kirk Rogers. “1 was
principal here for 20 years and
i 1 never Imew this was back
here. They've opened up a big
area and it was well thooght
out.” i

Asgistent  Principal Vera
Jones gave an update on the six
phases in the creation of Krue-
ger's Outdoor Environmental

Beience Center. The first phase

was a bird trail and habita and
the second phase, which was
the forest management avea

and trail creek access, are both |

complete.
The next phase, a prairie

grass area with an ocutdoor-

education center, is currently

in the works. Students will"

begin planting in’ the next few
weeks.

. Phases three and four ave a-

wetland area trail and a wet-
land area with boardwalk and
creck restoration. According:

eI

to Jones, the school received a
$98,000 grant for the two wet-
land areas, one of which will in-
cluds a floating boardwalk.

Currently, the school ‘is still
working on funding for the
fifth phase, which will consist
of a butterfly habitat, The sixth
phase will be a pond/marsh
hebitat, located divectly in
front of the =chool.

Next week, Krueger Mid-
dle School will be hesting
“Field Day” trips for elemen-
tary schools across the region.
More than 900 students will be
touring the forest management -
path and the bird habitat trail,

Krueger will be celebrating
Coastal Awareness Month by
hosting a water festival from
10 am. to 2 p.m, June 1. The
public is invited to tour both
trails. Exhibits on water re-
lated topics such as fishing, co-
noeing, and kayaking also will
take place, as well as games
and activities for children.
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Staff Reports

MICHIGAN CITY —
Students © at  Kraeger
Middie . Seheol marked
Arbor Day during a spe-
cial ceremony Friday,
reading a proclamation
and planting 12 mature
trees on school property,
mostly on Springland Av-

s enne near theentrance to
its ‘new Forest Manage-
merit Path.

The trees {mature red
oaks, honey locusts and

by the City of Michigan
City throogh an Indiana
Departient - of Natural
Regources  Community
and Urpan Forestry Tres
Canopy . Improvement
Grant. According to City
Forester Frank Seilheim-
er, trées were also plant-
ed in commemoration of
Arbor Day at the thlci-
pal Gelf Course and ab
Southgate.

Students in the Hn-
vironmental Technol-
ogy Class at HKyueger,
along with teacher Brian
Schroll, planted the ma-
ture trees and will moni-
tor their growth. Btu-
dents in the class also
took the lead on creating
the school's new Forest

Management Trail, which
will open on Friday.
Beginning Monday,
students at Krueger
will conduct elementary
school “field day” tours
of the new Forest Man-
agement Path and the
Bird Habitat Trail, both
of which feature learning
gtations on wildlife, trees,
water and scil, From
10 a.m.-2 pm., June 1,
members of the public
are invited to tour Brue-

ger's trail system during
sycamores) weve provided, a

“Water Festival” that
will be held af the school
to kickoff Coastal Aware-
ness Month. =~

This  family-friendly
celepration will also fea-
ture activities and games
for children, food and ex-
hibits by avea organiza-
tions including the DNR,
the Northwest Paddling
Association and many
others,

Krueger Middle School
opened s8 an Environ-
mental Studies Center
this past fall, offering
gludents in grades §-8
coursework failored to
enviranmental seience.

For more information
about the- schools pro-
grams, call (219) 873-
2061,

celebrate Arbor Day

Photos provided
Students at Kmeger iickdle School plasted 12 matura treas on
school property, mosily on Springland Avetue near the entrance
i it new Fovest Management Path on Fiday in celebration of
Rurbor Day.

5715713 A
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Volunteer uses engineering skills to increase exposure to STEM

Details
By Amn Richards
Monday, April 29, 2013
Hits: 32

Al Walus, a senior project manager with Christopher B. Burke Engineering in Crown Point, Ind., is on a mission to
increase the number of local students pursuing careers i science, technology, engmneering and math (STEM). He is a
volunteer with the Safe Harbor Aflerschool Program m Michigan City, Ind.

In this interview with the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Walus talks about why he believes it is important for
schools to provide a space where partnerships with community organizations can flourish and volmteer mentors can
provide students with alternative paths to learning.

Mott: How did you comect with the Safe Harbor Aflerschool Program?

Walus: I started vohnteering with an environmental science outreach program during summer school, and it caught the
attention of Herb Higgin, who coordinates Safe Harbor. He was looking for ways to boost participation m STEM
activities year round.

Afterschool really got our foot in the door. Once we got the ball rolling with a few mitial contacts, the dominoes just
started falling in place. We were able to recruit engmeers and technicians from 14 local companies. We’ve found there
are a lot of people out there with a passion for the sciences and a concern for kids. Volunteering turned out to be a lot
less burdensome than most of us anticipated.

In the afterschool space, we’re able to try activities that there’s just no time for during the regular school day. In
addition to time, Safe Harbor has made it possible for us to work with younger students in elementary and middle
school, which is critical because you’ve got to infroduce kids to these concepts before sixth grade if you want them to
consider pursuing a career in science or engineering.



Mott: What conditions are necessary to create and sustam a successful volunteer program after school?

Walus: Good leadership and the ability to work over the longterm to engage with and facilitate the use of volunteers.
Flexibility —— being open to letting people volunteer on their own terms, whether it’s weekly or on a shorter, more
intense basis. A good program provides volunteers with the supports — training, scheduling, teaching space and
materials — they need.

As a volmteer, I bring the technical and scientific training needed to give the kids a preity inferesting learning experience
— but I have no abifity to line them up to go to the bathroom. I'm in awe of the afterschool staff’s ability to keep order
and calm.

Mott: How do volunteers and community partnerships enrich afterschool programs?

‘Walus: Most districts are being forced to cut budgets, and one way to maintain the quality of learning is to use
volunteers — and the resources of local nonprofits and businesses. Vohmteers from outside the world of education and
social work bring new ideas and strengths to the classroom— a new set of skills that can benefit the students and
sometimes, the district itself.

Vohmteers help bring a broader set of experiences. They can help open kids eyes to different things, new experiences.
They serve as role models. Tt’s not too often that elementary school students 1un into engmmeers. How will our kids know
they want to be engineers if they’ve never met one?

Mott: Can youtelius a litle about the organizational chart you created to describe Michigan City’s afterschool STEM
program?

Walus: As an engineer, T need to lay things out. I need to know who’s helping with afterschool, who’s doing what. The
chart — I put it together one evening on my computer — was my attenpt to diagram comnunity resources and
partnerships and track the relationships and intersections between the schools and the commumity.

There’s always a lot of uncertainfy when you try new things, test new relationships. For me, the chart helps maintain a
focus on what we’re trying to accomplish. The chart helps remind us who’s on board, who needs to be kept in the
information loop, who needs to be involved in making decisions. It’s a public relations tool as well. It helps potential
partners understand how we work to increase STEM activities duting and after school

Mott: What prompted you to vohmteer with the Michigan City schools?

Walus: My parents set a great example for me as T was growing up. I guess you could say that I was predisposed to
becoming a mentor because they were such active volunteers. 1 learned to pay it forward.

My motivation for volunteering with the schools grew out of my long-time membership with Michigan City’s Economic
Development Corporation — and my growing concern about the area’s next generation workforce, In our corner of
Indiana, the need for high-tech, high-skill workers is rising, Our prosperity as a commumity depends upon a well-trained,
well-educated workforce. And as an engineer, 1 was looking for ways to connect students with the profession.

Michigan City’s Safe Harbor afterschool program was featured in the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation’s 2011 Annual
Repott. To learn more about Safe Harbor and other model afferschool initiatives across the country, visit
Motit’s Afterschool Issue page.

(Note: This repori is provided as a service 1o our readers from a press release submitted to castvillagemagazine.org, It has been edited 1o conform to AP
and local style. The originator of the release is responsible for all information provided.)
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By Kelley Smith
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY -
Barker Middle School

enth and eighth grades
have spent the past two

boxes that they will
donate to the Shirley
Heinze Land Truast at
8:40 a.m. at the school
Meonday; which. is Earth
Day.

i Photo prowded . The boxes will be
Science students at Barker Middle School work on making bat used by bats for sleep-
boxes, which will e donated to the Shirley Hemze Land Trust on ing during the day, and
Earth Day. were created in the stu-

students in the sev-

weeks building 10 bat.

pRe a - [ b
=] Y 3 A i
dents’ sciencs classes
with the specific intent
to provide designated
spaces for the Indiana
Bat, which is an endan-
gered species.

A sixth-grade science
class also will install
one bat box and a bird
feeder at Barker on
Earth Day.

Barker science teach- {
er Ralph Gee zaid, “It's
a good experience for -
the kids to find out
gbout local animals
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and habitate, and to ses

what they can do to help
their community.”
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MICHIGAN CITY — A
“One Book One School”
reading project has blos-

somed into a service learn-

ing project that Barker
Middle Bchool hopes will
help proY vide clean drink-
ing water for hundreds of
people in Sudan.

Barker Middle School’s
fundraigert — a “Penng

will end Frida 3( A pro-

il g0 0 Water
for South Sufian, Inc., a
e -szgadrﬂtimw
e wells fo pro-
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Ll'er sindents and

ziafl recently finished
~ihe book, “A Long Walk
T ‘Ffar,»ﬂr by Linda Sue
Park. This Hoesier hook
5 bassd on a irve stoxy
and focrges on the war in
Budan in the mid 1880s
and the ongoing challenge
of supplying clean water
in African countties
Salva and Nya well two
parallel stovies im the
book. Omne story is shout
Balva, s “lest boy” who
walks 0 Henya with
15,000 other leﬂugeas to
escaps Sudaw’s civil war;

ory, set in

; ‘515 QGO to dig and

Wednesday, April 17,2013 ?M@E ?EE@E
. @ _ )

Phicto provide
Barler Middle School’s undisisar - a “Penay War” for clean water - began this weel and will em
Friday, A4 procsads will 2o to Watsr for South Sudan, Inc., 8 nonprofit evganization that diills wall
o pmvi«:ﬂe clean dvinding waler in Sudan, The. Barker Student Councll, which s spearheading
pepject, hopes i islse $5,000 teward a well - which costs $15,000 o dig and install, Boike
Student Counell membeys inciude Codly Roach (from letl), Ryen MoGes, Dalin MeCully and Mega
Gushrowsid,

African girls daily strug- One School” reading proj- how wells are engineeved
gle to provide waler for echwere provided through the health implication.
her faraily. : a Michigan City Educa- of drinking unsafe wates

In the end, Salva Dut 'ﬁie_n Foundation grani for the science of water test
grows up, comes Lo the teachers, a project of the ing and the history of th

United States and dedi- Unity Foundation. - strifs in Sudan.
cates hia life to the or-  The effort also includ-  Denationsfortheprojec

ganization - Water for ed tie-ins {0 other areas will be ar‘ceptcd threng!
Bouth Sudan, Ine. Henow of the curviculum: As Friday at the school. ¥o
drills wells in Africa to students and staff read more information, contac
bring clean water to com- chapiers of “A Long Walk Jill Grabowski, Barke
munities, to Water,” teachers and Student CDanﬁ_ adviser

Pooks v Barker's staffl used daily video an- at (219} B73-2000, exi
schoolwides “One  Bosk nouncements to explain 7350, -
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 Wanted: Curious, Creative |

Public, private, charter, and home-school parents:
You have a choice! Mickigan City Avea Schools
invites you to consider our outstanding magnet
schools for YOUR child's education.

‘=

: 4‘?%'5 Strong focus on core academics
ﬁ}l Enrichment in the asts and sciences
ﬁ\a’; Specialized instruction through

the latest technology
Visit BEducateMC.net or

call (219) 873-2000 to apply.

,

Lahe Hills Elementary
Z01.Ferguscn Road  ERsisiiaid
A K-5 magnet school for Science,

Technology, Engineering, & Math

o 5l
Pine Blementary <
1660 County Line Road
A X-5 magnet school for the
Visual & Performing Arts

Now serving high-ability students:
Call (219) 873-2000 to see if YOUR child qualifies for
our gifted/talented programs, grades 3-81

TR S iy oA ) s

Open enrollment: 5. T.EM., Cultural Arts,
and Environmental Science Middle Schools.
Open to students outside the MCAS district!
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Ivy Tech Community
College invited Lake Hills
: School  fifth-
¢ “scientisis
a gay” Triday at the Ivy
-k Pejic campus.

Two gioups of students
figst  wére  iransfommed -
into scientisis by donning
gowns, gloves aad goggles
and then went into the lab
with Ivy Tech instructors,
including David Merill,
who is the scierice program
chaimman at the Michigan
Ciiy campus- and {eaches
anatomy and physiolegy.

Mermill taught students
about the heart, byain and
lungs and Selding questions
about how the brain works
while dissecting a cow brain
for the students. 1

The ffth-gradess were al- |
lowed to hold the specimens
and o leain more about
each of the parts of the or-
gans, and waichsd as Mer-
rill inflated lungs with air.

Students  also  learned
abpui fossils, rocks and
minerals in another part of
the fab.

Shelley Deutecher, STEM -
coordinator for Lalke Hills,
said the studenis were leamn-
ing avaristy of science con-
cepis thwough ihe penerosity
of Ivy Tech and iis siaff.

r
4
@
¢
Ef
&
o
juv}
v Iﬂ‘.‘

3
]

U“

ey

[
=y

,,.] bty

L’D
C“»

— From staii reporis

4. Sturdenis fom Lake H!I-
Elernentary School chack
out 2 52t ::ﬁ" wig lungs anﬂ
bratns a3 they taken part

in Seiantist for a Day ot
the vy Tech Michigan City

Pelic compus.
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touching pig lungs.
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Alliance by a comiortable
margin of 124-86. A nail-
biting second maich was
wwon by the shm margin of
7 points, with a fnal score
of 118-112.

Up agoinst the team that
helped create the robot-
icg program in the Michi-

‘gam City Area  Schools

and the only fourtime
world champions, Team
71 of Hamimond, moving
on-to the finals was bit-
tergweat for MC Robotics;

“hut the. team gave their

mentors gome slrong com-
petition. After a 142-100
first-match loss, the team
modified their Mirehawk
robot to increase its height

' and block more shots. The

modifications proved ef-
- factive; MC Robotics was
-closely matched with
~Tearm 71’z robot through-
- outt. the match. In the end,
the team suffered a devas-
tating 20-point technical
foul when the Firehawk

wwas pushed across half

cours. The final tally was
a 151-104 loss for MC
Hobotics and the end of
the Firehawk’s bid for the
championship iitle.

Drive Team student
conch Ben Miller said, “We
axceeded our wildest ex-

peetations in Chicago. To.

he -chosen for an Alliance
and make it all the way te
the finals was an wnbelisv-
aple experience. Dur team
will definitely buld on
this, and come back even
stronger for competition
next season.”

Ahout MG Raboiies

The FIRST Rohotics pro-
gram aliows high schooi stu-
dents, community meantors
and their family members to
worl toward a common goal
of designing, building, mar-
iweting and operating a-com-
petitive robot in a business-
like environment.

During the six week build
seagon starting in January,
the team designs, builds,
programs, anc cperaies a
120 pound robot to perform
atask, -

High school students from
Michigan City High Schodl,
Margustte, l.a Lumiere and
Victory Christian Academy
currertly participate in the
prograrn. All area high school
students' are invited to join
the team. -

For more. Information
about sponsoring, menioring
or joining The MC Robotics
Firehawlk Team 3936, con-
tact Herb tHiggin or Gherri

Slicox at 218-873-2026.

Photo pré\‘ridévd

The Michigan City Robotics team Is shown at the FIRST Ro-

botics Midwest Regional. Included were (first row) Ben Mill-

er; (from left, middle row) Matt Nevorsld, Jacob Dabhowski,
Luke Cloninger; (baek row) lkeadi Nedukw, Kyle-Pierre Nfi

I, Ben Jumche, Shaylah Barron and Matt Pawlicke.
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Public, private, charter, and home-school

Schools invites you o consider our outstanding
magnet schools for YOUR child's education.

State-of-the-art

facilities
Sirong focus on

core academics

f‘ Pine Elementary
1660 County Lina Road
A K-5 magnet school for the

Visual & Performing Arts

Enrichment in the
i arts and sciences

<1 Specialized instruction 20! Ferguson Road

through the latest A K5 magnet school for Sc1e.ncs
teohnology

Technology, Engineering, & Math

Visit EducateMC.net or
call (219) 8’73 2@@@ to alpplly

?Lﬂ%‘v‘ Open enrollment:

" STEM., Cultural Axts,
; : and Environmental Science
| Middle Schools. Open to students
outside the MCAS districi!

Now serving high-ability
studentis: Call to see if YOUR
child quslifies for our gifted/
talented programs, grades 3-8

parents: You have a choice! Michigan City Axea

y |
Avea Schools
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March 31, 2013 6:00 2m » Times Staffr ‘
Society selects March
Innovators of the Month

As part of its effort to highlight its 2012-13 class, the Society of Innovators of

Northwest Indiana has selected Anthony Thurman and Connie Bachman as its March Innovators of the
Month.

Anthony Thurman, an animated filmmaker from Gary, is the first Ivy Tech alumni to be inducted into The
Society of Innovators. The founder of Alt Key Productions launched an award-wining animated series of short

films that have won local, national and infernational acclaim.

Drawing from his own experience with depression, these films describe the challenges of a fictional police
officer named “Detective Downs.” He has produced two in this series, including his latest film, “The
Depression of Detective Downs 2: On Depression’s Edge.” It won accolades at the Scottish Mentat Health
Arts & Film Festival in Glasgow, Scotland, Last October, it was selected for s_creen'mg and competition at the
Marbella Infernational Film Festival in Spain.

Thurman works at Ivy Tech Northwest’s Gary Campus part-time in the computer lab. Now starting his third
“Detective Downs” film, he said producing these films helps others deal with depression because “Detective

Downs” manages his caseload and life’s challenges despite his disability.

When U.S. Secretary of Education Amie Duncan visited Lake Hills STEM Magnet School, he encouraged
educators 1o develop a rigorous STEM cusriculum. His emphasis in 2011: Help students at the frst STEM
public elementary school in Northwest Indiana and the first non-charter magnet public school in Indiana

become future problem solvers and innovators,

“Since we became a STEM school, ISTEP+ scores have dramatically improved,” said Lake Hills Principal

Connie Bachmann, “Stadents demonstrating proficiency on science rose from 61 to77 percent.”

Today, this Michigan City school is a model on spreading science, technology, engineering and math across
the curriculum. Throughout the year, there are four themes that influence education among the 430 students, 85
percent on free and reduced lunch. These are life sciences; physical science; engineering and technology; and
space and earth.

The society is part of the Gerald L. Lamkin Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center of Ivy Tech Community
College Northwest.

For more information, call O'Merrial Buichee, director of the Lamkin Center at (219) 981-4942, or John
Davies, assistant director, at (219)981-1111, ext. 2292,
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Welves Capture DAC Quiz Bowl
Tourney Title

The Michigan City High Schoocl Quiz Bowl Team
won the 2013 Duneland Area Conference Quiz Bowl
Tournament, which was held at Chesterton High
School on Monday, March 11. _

The Wolves defeated Valparaiso High School (50~
31), Chesterton High School (53-46), and Portage
I—ii‘gh School (67-48) to bring home the champion-
ship,

The team ended its regular season with a -3 re-
cord, and competed at the State Quiz Bowl Tourna-
ment at Lafayette Harrison High School on Satur-
day, March 16. The team will also be featured on
upcoming episodes of the Lakeshore Public Tele-
vision guiz show, “Making the Grade” (broadcast
dates to be announced).

4 _.

a
'

Pictured are Varsity and JV players (Seated, L-R): Lillanna Pallnow,
Qlivia Glowacki, Veronika Wemer, Theresa Saenz, Evan Prast,
James Kaiser, Ryan Krueger, Wesley Deuischer, Joshua Palmer,
and Tyler Richards. Team coach (standing) is MCHS Social
Studies teacher Brian Richards.

%W March 28, 2013
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Support for Sclence Team

Horizon Bank Vice President Daryl Crockett
(seated, center) stopped by Michigan City High
School Wednesday afternoon to wish the schocl’s
Science Olympiad Team well as it heads to India-
napolis for the state finals.

Horizon is funding the team’s expenses for the
trip. Seated next to Crockett are Team Assistant
Coach Katie St. Germaine and Coach Bob Gray.
Team Members include: Seniors Zak Chappell, Wes
Deutscher, Sierra McGinnis, Lillianna Pollnow,
Ashley Ronvick, Veronika Werner, and Emily Yus-
sum; junicrs Mackenzie Clark, Kieri Everett, and
Kiera Williams; and sophomores Christine Duers,
Anagatasia Keelor, Joselyn Schooley, Ruth Serranc,
Claire Werner, and Grant Wozniak. The MCHS
Science Olympiad Team will be competing against
schools from across Indiana in a variety of science
and engineering events.




MCHS Science Olympiad Teain meribers fronf row (from I6R): coach Bob Gray, Kierl Evetett, Grant Woznial, Veronika

Photo provided
Werner, Anas-

tasia Keelor, Liltiana Pollnow, assistant coach Katie St.Germaine. Back row: Zak Chappell, Wes Deutscher, Mackenzie Clark, Kiera

Williams, Emily Yussum. Not pictured: Christine P

Werner.

uers Sierra McGinnis, Asfisy Ronvik, Joselyn Schooley, Ruth Serrano, arid Claire

$taff Reporis

MICHIGAN CiTY
The Michigan City High
Bchool  Seience  Olym-
piad Team, consisting of
16 team members and
coached by Robert Gray
and assistant coach Katie

St. Germain, garﬁerec} a high schools that compet-
- third-pldee divisional win ed, which qualified them

at the TUN Science Olym-
piad Regional -

Feb. 23rd with their per-
formance in twenty-three
events. The team also
received a fourth over-
all title out of the eleven

to advance -and  competé
March 16th at the Indiana
State Finals at Indiana
University — Bloomington.

Science . Olympiad is a
nonprofit . -  organization

dedicated to improving

the quality of K-12 science
education, increasing stu-
dent interest in science, -

‘creating a technological- .

Iy-literate workforce. and |
providing recognition for
outstandirig achievement
by - both students and
teachers,
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MCHS Science Olympiad Team Heads to State Finals

i 7

MCHS Science Olympiad
Team members front row:
coach Bob Gray, Kieri
Everett, Grant Wozniak, -.
Veronika Werner, Anastasia
Keelor, Lilllana Pollnow,
assistant coach Katie
Si.Germaing. Back

row: Zak Chappell, Wes
Deutscher, Mackenzie
Clark, Kiera Williams, Emily
Yussum.

Not pictured: Christine
Puers Sierra McGinnis,
Ashley Ronwvik, Joselyn
Schooley, Ruth Seirana,
and Claire Werner.

iy

The Michigan City High School Science Olympiad Team consisting of sixteen team members, coached by
Robert Gray and assistant coach Katie St, Germain, garnered a third place divisional win at.the TUN Sci-
ence Olympiad Regional on February 28rd with their performance in twenty-three events. The team also
received a fourth overall title out of the eleven high schools that competed which qualified them to advance
and compete March 16th at the Indiana State Finals to be held at Indiana University, Bloomington.
Science Olympiad is-a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of K-12 science edu-
cation, increasing student interest in science, creating a technologically-literate warkforce and providing
recognition for outstanding achievement by both students and teachers. |
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where we were iast year

- when we had 40 percent
of the robot complete.”
 This year, the robot is.
completed -and packed
away. The team was run-
ning ‘an exact duplicate
through its paces, mak-
ing note .of adjustments
‘and revised - parts that’

* will have;to make the trip
. with, them,
Robotics competitions

are pricey — with entry-

fees costing about $5,000
“and” up.
NASA has helped defray

some of the expenses,

with team members and

. parents deing additional

fundrmsmg ‘Jars. of sal-

. sa are availdble for $5-

-~and . Holly’s- Restaurant

is hosting a fundraiser.
Horizon Bank. Other sup-

7 Tuesday. - )
" Students ~will ‘leave
"Wednesday and return on
: Saturday Another ¢compe-

- tition.in Chicago is also
- planned for the week of
spnng break Co

A’ grant- from"

CoF o

Steverson sald the team
~has a difficult task this
' year Last year, in its first

season, Michigan City

was named the Rookie All_ 1.
Star-team and earned a
- 1rip to the nationals. This
year, they are no longer

rookies and will need to

_score well to move on.

.In addition to the engi-
neering and design skills,

.Bteverson said the stu-

dents learn much more,

.They are learning things
~like ‘time wmanagement,-

problem solving, orga-
nizing, setting priorities,
how {o work within a bud-
get and team work.

“They get a broad expo-" |’
sure to a lot of real world ' |.

skills,” he said.

The team ‘is thankinl
for the monetary sup-
port it has received from
Cargill,
Harbor, JC Penney and

port comes from the do-

‘nation of materials and
assistance from compa- |

nies . like, Sager Metals

and 4—Theught Steverson_ '
N Sa1d

S e S /\J.g/ —

NIPSCO, Safe

, the eltexnetive‘educatioﬁ ent programs.”
program, and the Health  Phillips said her goal is

- Careers .

By Stephanie Kusclhel

5 mff Writer

all" to send 20 blankets to the

MICHIGAN CITY _ partnered in the project, hospital.

Students

Academy -

- “And 'theyre working

St of the AXK. which will give the blan-
Smith Career Center vol- kets to the hospital's pe- preity. good so I think

* unteered Friday morning diatric department.

well make it,” Phillips

“Tri Kappa came to us said.

" will be donated to the Ri- with the idea, and when'I
ley’s Children Hospital in heard about it, I thought.

-to make blankets that -
Indianapolis.

Kaitlyn Jackson and Katelyn

Louise Phillips, an in- .because I. have special Lee, students of the Health Ca-
gstructor of the Career needs students and one

Center’s facilities main- of them has been to Ri-.

" tenance program,

‘oh, we've got to do this’

rears Academy of the AK. Smith -

Caraer Center, are busy making

a blanket that will be donated
~ the Riley Children’s Hospital.
Photo by Stephanie Kuschel

gaid ley’s,” Phillips said. *..
- students from her pro- It’s just such a good way to the pediatric department of

gram, the early. child-. fo give back and involve
‘hood education program, students from all differ-
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rEn th& I.ake Hllts STEM Suppqrter

By .Uessicafﬁ’griel
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY — Lake -
Hills STEM Magnet Elementary
School hosted its annual STEM
Supporter Luncheon Monday at-
ternoon, Parents, grandparents
ity:‘members ‘who -t
“the past dedlcated to the bus dnvers fo1 Mmhlgan Clty Flre Depari;ment -
ed to the “faking us so- many places in the:! Publie Information:Officor Mark
school for the eyent rpommitnity? - " Baker, volunteers frona Indiana

Aceording -+ Sheliey Thud—graﬁe students - who ‘Farm, Buréam, the.:Michigan
Deutscher, STEM ‘cgordinator recently. studied Tocks and min: :Clity: Area’Schools lransporta-
for Lake Hills, this luncheon is erals, also perf‘ormed -atthe lun-
held at the enc't of 4 every, year: for cheen, smgmg two:songs from .

school ‘year ‘were in:

all of your time and support and’

wa hope we can count on you:: ard

next year” for ‘the ‘STEM:after-sthool j
The luncheon was decorated : gram, These yoluntesrs incl

with several items ' made by’ Purdis University N{}rth'

Lake Hlls students. For exam- tral students and staff;: Dichi-

ple, thank you cards, made by gan’iCity«High ° ‘School Honor iwhy

third- and Afth-grade students, ~Society. members pa1ents anci" 1.9

were set at each place setiing. Ad - - grandparents, = i i Bachiia

‘5 gift, the volunteers took home  During'ithe’ Iuncheon, each~.-"on35r ‘Zhout & ﬂnrd 073 a quarter

flower pots that were decorated volunteer was asked to intro- of all the volunteers who have

by second-grade students. uee themgelves ‘and state how ‘made Lake Hills what it is today
‘While hanch was provided. b : ted to the ,school and 1 thank yon” ¥

the school, the desgerts wi ' e

contnbuted by staff members
“Everybody is a part of wha

we're doing,” Deutseher said.

P4 oany télliyon’ the"commumi:y
he has 1ea11y stepped. forward to

Three Leke Hills kindergar-. ear RRREL - nintts " ‘make stre this schaol is a suc-
ten classes performed “Wheels "“*Other “individiials. 4n -atfen-- cess™ishe said: “On “behalf of
on the Bus” during the luncheon. --dance included MCAS Stuperin- : the dlstrlct I want to say thank
According to Deutscher, thas was tendentBar a‘raEason-Wathns, you” -

~tion’ Dlst;_*;cf; and members of the -
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Saying thanks: Lake Hills students and staff honor school volunteers

By Jessica O'Brien
Staff Writer )
Published: Tuesday, June 4, 2013 5:065 PM CDT

MICHIGAN CITY -- Lake Hills STEM i £
Magnet Eiementary School hosted its 1
annual STEM Supperter Luncheon Monday |
afternoon. Parents, grandparents and i
cemmunity members who have [E%
volunteered over the past school year !
were invited to the school for the event. E

|

i hgiem e G
Acc%r:dmg to Shelley [?eutsc.h@l?’; STEM . Students from Kindergarten and third grade classes parformfor
coordinator for Lake Hills, this luncheon is | seers during the Lake Hills STEM Supporler Luncheon, Photo
held at the end of every year for the schaol | pyJessica O'Brien

to say “thank you for all of your time and
support and we hope we can count on you
next year.”

The luncheon was decorated with several items made by Lake Hills students. For example,
thank you cards, made by third- and fifth-grade students, were set at each place setting.
As a gift, the volunteers took home flower pots that were decorated by second-grade
students.

While lunch was provided by the school, the desseris were contributed by' staff members.
“Everybody is a part of what we're doing,” Deutscher said.

Three Lake Hills kindergarten classes performed “Wheels on the Bus” during the luncheon.
According to Deutscher, this was dedicated to the bus drivers for *taking us s& many

places in the community.”

Third-grade students, who recently studied rocks and minerals, also performed at the
luncheon, singing two songs from their play "Rock Concert.”

Several people who atiended the luncheon were volunteers for the STEM after-school
program, Thesa volunteers include Purdue University North Central students and staff,
Michigan City High School Honor Society members, parents and grandparents.

During the luncheon, each volunteer was asked to introduce themselves and state how they

contributed to the school. Several of the guests were parents, grandparents and retired
teachers who have volunteered in various ways throughout the year.

1of2 _ 06/11/2013 04:19 PM



Society selects two I

Drawing from his Dwn experi-
ence with depressmn these films
describethe cha gesofa fictioinal
pohce officer narnéd ‘Detective

: 157 He hag producedtwo inthis
Iudmg his Tatest film, “The
etectlv Downs 2:0n
s Edgel It won, accoiades
ttish Mental Health Arts &

Do show new ways
Ive problems.

bsgreemng"aﬁd competltl n at the

vy " Thurman works at Ivy Tech
, Ngrthwest’s Gary Campus palt-

. Mafhe}la International Fﬂm Fes’cwal '

ovators of the Month

caseload and life’s challenges despite
his disability.

When U.S, Secretary of Educa-
tion Arnie Dunean visited Lake Hills
STEM Magne’c Schiool, he encous-
aged edudators'to de,velop a rigor-
ous STEM enrvicudum, His empha-
sis in 2013: Help students at the first
STEM pubhc elementary school

. in Northwest Indiana and the first
Bl -chatter magnet pubHe school

in Indjana become future problem
solvers and mnovators

“Smce we Became a STEM

'schoo} IéTEP+ scores have dra-

matmally improved;” said Lake Hills

Principal Qo 'e_B_aohmann “Shi-
dents de ting proficiency on
sclence 10se rom 61 to77 pércenty’

 INNOVATORS, Page €8

'The societ

Ty _écience technology
d th 4cross the oue-

Thrcughout the ear,
themes that ltlﬂueny here are four

ce educat
the 430 students, 3 on amiong

5 percent onfree and fant divector,

03/,5// }3 ms:n;t;s'

vediced Iunch. 'The

se are life sclenceS'

physieal science; engine
nology; and space angd eaerrt};:g aud tech-
s S0 vytls partdof the Gerald 1,

ovalion an Entreprenetu-

sfu Center of T

Iegg Northwastw Tech Community Col-
For more information, call O’Merrial

Butchee, director of the Lamkin Center

at(219) 981-4942, ox John Davies, assig-

at {219) 981-1111, ext. 2292,

—————




TueiewsDisemoncon.

By.Brian:Schiende
Staff Weiter

Ritz around the school.

Ritz paused 'in the
fourth-grade COIMMmMONn
area to-ask students about
the independent..projects
on display. Allthe:projects
wers on erosion-and-land
formas.

STEM soordinatdr
Shelly Dewsscher ex-
plained that:eath: quiarter
students..do ‘projects .ze-

lated to what they study
equity, Ritz said.

This guarter the: fotirth-
graders studied. kow
wind and water affect
land forms.

After the tour, Ritz.said
that she gees out-a cou-

and Nyla Asadi.showed !

3
showed Supermtencient of-Public: 1nstrur:tmn Glenda:Ritzaaround
JakeHills Elemeritary. Superintendent of Publicdastruction-Glan
da:Ritz:looks -at:four-grader-independent -projects at-Lake Hills:

STEM:Magnet Elementary Schook

ple fimes a week fo talk
to .school, .officials, may-

ors. and.community leads

ers .around.Indiana. The
tours -are part-of Bitz's
“community. .approach’?

"The.goal-of the commu-

nity approachisto create

Ritz wants.-to identify
coordinators.in-each com-
munity who can then
assess the areas their

gchools need help with.

shown how %o. identl

Once the sreas are-iden-
lified, continued- Rib
the coordinators-willsh

resourees .in the:tr com
munities.

Ritz plans to :u:nplem

ment a. technology - sys
tem to help. coordinator
fndresources andaupdat
information about..theis
schoals. She wants-schobl
to:know what “equity-an
high guality looklike”




Rnbnucs team member Shaylah Barron ioads I~r|sbees ;nta a robot fnr a tﬂst tn Saturday in th:s years cumpetmon robots have fo

Bylels T !J@maﬂs; Jsihnj A_ p
Sraff Wru’er

" Baturday - affternoon as
" Thembers of the Mlchlgan
City. Robotlcs team hosted

an open house only days |
“before their first compem :

~ tion of the sedson.”
NOW in itg second year

the robetms team will
leave Wedn saday - fo com—_

pete in & reglonal touFna-
ment in Wiscongin. Aeart
from India is expetted td
be amorng the competztors

and coach. Robert Suever-
,son gaid. -
The Flrehawk rabot

has been redesigned to

meet the 2013 competi-.
" ton requirements, which
wete not anndunced until
“January. That gave the
10 high-school aged team

#6 fuming and debuggmg :
. were “the tasks, 4t “hand-

Photos by LcisTnmaszewslu

3// 7/43 )

250

(frnm Ieﬁ) Ben Mliler Luke Cleninger, Shaylah Barron, lead men_tor Robert Stevefsun {in back)
taking part, lead mentor Riley Jones, Jacob Dabkow;kl and (foreﬁmund) Mai:t Pawliche.

members 'approximately
six weeks to destgn, build
and test the robot. Team
members attend Michi-
gan City High School,
Marquette Catholic High
‘Bchool, La Lumiere School
and’ Vlctory Chrlstlan

Acadeiny in Valparaiso.
This year- teams have
to - exhibit a robot that
can compete in Frisbes
golf (throwing a ¥Frisbee
through various open-
ings) and climb a pyra-

'Iﬂ]d Last year, the robot -

had to throw a basketball
and croas a bridge.
“These challenges
change significantly from
year-to-year,” Steverson
said. “We are ahead of

Please see ROBOT, A3



iHorizon Bank Vice President Daryl Crockett
(seated, center) stopped by Michigan City
High School Wednesday afternoon to wish
the school's Sclence Olympiad Team well &8

It prepared to head to Indianapolis for the :-
state finals. Hotlzon provided funds for the -
team’s expenses for the tip. Seated next to.. -

-Crockelt are Team Assistant Ceach Katie St..
_Germaine-and.Coach;Bob-Gray. Team-members

include: Senjors Zak Chappell, Wes Deutscher,
Sierra McGinnis, Lifianna Pollnow, Ashley Ron-
viclk, Veronika Werner, and Emily Yussum; ju-
niors.Mackenzie Clark, Kieri Evereti, and Kiera
Wiiliams; and sophomores Christine Duers, -
Anasatasia Keeior, Joselyn Schooley, Ruth Ser-
rano, Glaire Werner and Grant Wozniak,
Photo provided ' '
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 This week!is

Since 1951, the National

+ Society of Professional En-

ginesrs has been celebrat-
ing National Engineers
Week during the thivd week
of February. We should use
“this week to highlight.the
growing  im- .
portance  of
engineering
~aud  technol-
ogy education |
in our area.

also a great
time to &k
down - with Ralph
ouy youth Sezllh
and encour- ] .
age them to explore this
growing career field.”
Recently, we have heen
hearing a great deal about

theimportance ofthe STEM -
field: science, technology,

engineering and math.
To braak down the oppor-

" tunities in this avea, here
are -gome facts from the,
Bureau of Labor Statistics
. about the STEM field, in

particular engineering and
technology.

The overall average sala-
ry across all STEM occupa-
fions was $77,000 in 2009
(Cover, Jomes & Watson,
2011). Engineers a3 a group
are looking at an 11 percent
growth in employment over
thiz decade (“Cceupational
Outlook Handboek,” 2012~

| 13)..The projected growth
of the entive STEM area’

from a recent article titled,
“Where are the STEM Stu-

dents?”is an additional 1.25
- million jobs. nationwide
- from 2012-2018 (Fraser &

Munce, 2012). _

By looking at these num-
bers, we can see the growth
and financial stability a
STEM career can achieve.
Finally, everyone during
this week should be aware

‘of what engineers do and
why their field is so piv-’

otal to the United States of

Awerica. S
Engineers and {echnolo-

gists are the people who de-

sign and make the prodiects,
buildings, bridges and sys-
tems that make this great
country whatitis today.
Talk to your childred to-
day about the importance
of these careers and sed if
your student is interested.
There .are many oppor
tunities for students:to.ex-
plore their interest in this

-area. Michigan City -Area

Schools has many opporti-
nities to advance stirdents’-
initerests ncluding extra-
curricilar activities like the
robotics team at Michigan
City High- Bchool, numer-
ous techholdgy courses at
the AK Smith. Career Cen-
ter, the elementary STEM
magnet program” at--Liake
Hills, and the STEM eur-
riculum at Barker'Middle
sthool which features Proj-
ect Tead the Way engineer-
ing classes, problem based
techmology and digital act.
Take time thig week to help
the young: people in your
iife explore-all of the op-

tions that STEM and the
Michigan City Area Schools
have to offer.
Referencas: .
- Bureoy of -Labor
Statistics, (18 Departinentof
Labor, Occupotional Outlook

Handbook, 2012-13 Bdition, " .

Aerospace Engineers, on the

Intérnet ol  hiip:/ lwww,

bls.gou/ooh/architécture-
and-engineering | aerospace-
engineers.him .
February 19, 2013).
<o Cover; B, Jones, J; &

" Watson, A (2011, ;May).

Stience, - technology,  engi-
neering, - and mathematics

(visited -

(st¢em)occupations: o vi- -

sudl essay. Retrieved from
Ritp: [ fwww.bls.gov/opub
mlr /2011105 art1full pdf

o Fraser, B, & Munce, | ‘

E. {(2012). Stem-students-
stem-jobs-executive-
summary. Retrieved from
wwuw.stemeonnector.org/
sitesldefauvit/

files/store ! STIEM-
.Students-STEM-Jobs-

Executive-Summary.pdf
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" Cargill in Hebron provided a big boost to Michi-

" gan City Area Schools Safe Harbor and Hours for

Ours program Tuesday by donating $8,000 to the

Cprograms during McMentoring Night at the Me-
*Donald’s locations in northwest Indiana.

Tim Kay, who represented Cargill at the check

- presentation, said Wednesday that Cargill employ-

" ees receive set funding every year that they are

-aiithorized to give away for the good of the com-
- mﬁnijiy, and are authorized to apply for a2 match-

~ ing grant from Cargill corporate for projects that

meet certain criteria — or “hit the bucket” as Kay

- describes it.

In this case, the Safe Harbor and Hours for Ours
- program, and its accompa.nymg robotics team pro-

_ gram, “hit the bucket” in a lot of areas, from STEM

':(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math educa-
" tion), roboties technology opportumtles the efforts
“to rebuild computers for social service agencies —
“those “hit the bucket hard” according to Kay..

And Cargill was also very impressed with the

| volunteensm.effort shown through the mentor
- | program, where adults work with students in'an
* after-school setting to help them navigate their

studies and their life.
. And the donation isn’t the end for Cargill, ac-

~ cording to Kay. They hope fo offer an opportunity

for students who are learning hydroponies and
gardening through the MCAS programs to come
to Hebron for a Cargill visit to learn more about

| - the plant.

'According to Kay, Cargill’s program to help pro-

grams like Safe Harbor and Hours for OQursis’ ‘one |

-of the best parts of my job.”

2 We commend Cargill for their generosxty in
-“helping MCAS continue its successful programs to
“help students through after-school Iearnlng activi-

~tieg and mentoring and hope other companies step
forward to show a commitment to our city's youth

‘and their future.




Michigan City firefighters Mark Baker (lefi) and Patick Govdon explained their jobs and eguipment to a room full of sec- -
ond- and third-graders at Lalke Hills Elementary School during the school's Lunch and Learn prograr Thursday.

Photo by Kelfey Smith

i3

By Helley Smilh
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY -— Michigan
City firefighters Mark Baker and
Patrick Gordon visited Lake Hills
Elementary School, where they
discussed their jobs and equip-
‘ment with second- and third-grad-
ers during the school’s Lunch and
Learn program Thursday.

In order to show how the sto-
dents’ STEM (scients, technology,
engineering and math) training
can be applied to firefighting, Bak-
er talked about the gallons. per
minufe and pressure per square
ineh (math) that can be released
from a fire hose. -

e also dlscussed sﬁecml foa:.

for absorbing heat from fires (sci-
ence) and communication equip-
ment (fechnology) firefighters use.

Shelley Deutscher, Lake Hills

THM coordinator, said the Lunech .

and Learn program, which occurs
twice monthly, is specifically de-
gigned fo show students the real-
life application of thelr current
studies.

The Michigan City Fire Depart-
ment, Michigan City Police De-
partment and local EMS comprise
the Community Workers Group,
which instructs second- and third-
graders’ Lunch and Learn ses-
sions. The Washington Park Zoo

Group and Veterinarians Group .

also instruct the same grade lev-
als. R ‘

Cuzrently, the Astronomy Group
instrucis fourth- and fifth-graders,;
and the Robotics Group will hegin
doing the same so0n.

In May, Lake Hills students will
porticipate in service projecis in-
volving each of the groups. They
also will present research they
have done on each of the topics
for their families at the quarterly
STEM Celebrations of Learning,

* “It’s very important for our kids

to extend their learning, and this
is a great way to do that during
the short time they're at lunch”
Deutscher said. “We want them
10 become experts in the field that
they're interested in so that it can
spark them into a caveer in that
field when they are adults” -

H.rf
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Sixth grader Sydney Merrill, eighth-grader Kate Kovalcilk, sixth- grac!er Evangalea Dabagla and mghth -grader Michaet Kring won the

first place prizes in the physical, chemical, hio!uglcai and creative research categories resyectweiy

o/

Barker students compet@ for ‘best pmj@ci based on- STEM{ cumcﬁ

By Lols Tomaszewsk]
Staff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY —
Kleven Barker
School students were re-
warded for their scientif-
ic expertise at an awards
ceremony Thursday 'at
the conclusion of the an-
nual Science Fair,

The most prestigious

award Grand Cham-
pion honors — went to
gighth-grader Nicole

Pomeroy, whose physical
science experiment dealt
with converting mechan-
ical energy into electrical
anergy. She was a winner
last year and went on fo
regional competition and
the state level. :
Also honored was Mi-
chael Kring, who was
given the Creative Re-
gsearch Award. For his
project, Kring  created
paper speakers and com-

Middle,

pared the performance to
manufactured verslons.
He is in eighth grade.

Other winners were:

. o Biological: division
with 27 entries; sizth-
grader. Evangalea Da-
bagia, first place with
her project, “How Does
Age Affect Memory;” Ma-
kayla ‘Williams, seventh
grade, in second ' place
for’ “Do Canines Care
About Color;” third place
to  sixth-grader Em-
ily Gushrowski, for her
project about radioactive
plants.

o  Chemical division
with 25 projects: Kate
Kovalcile, an eighth-
grader, ‘'won first place
with her “Got Viscosity?”
praject. For exzamining
*Vitamin C Levels in
Various Fruits,” eighth-
grader Karmen Halfa-
cre earned second place
and Rishi Verma came
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Elghth grac!er N;cele Pomeroy became the grand champmn of

Barler Middle School’s 2013 STEM Fair after presenting her pioj-
ect, "Converting Mechanical Energy Into Electrical Ensrgy”

in third for a project on
electrolytes.

o Physieal science
with 38 projects: first

place, sixth-grader Syd-
ney Merrill for “Is There

Please see SCIENCE, A2
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WRITTEN BY MICHIGAN CITY AREA SCHOOLS LAST UPDATED ON 28 JANUARY 2013 =

Why study Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics? Why complete a STEM Fair project?
Fortune 500 magazine’s 9 out of the top 10 companiss in
2012 are from the STEM fields of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics. President Barack Obama
stated: “Maintaining our leadership in research and
technology is crucial to America’s success. But if we want
to win the future...then we alsa have fo win the race to
educate our kids.” We must encourage and inspire
students to study in the STEM fields and connect them
with educational and career opportunities. Our students
are our inventors, scientists, technicians, engineers, and
mathematicians of the future.

Barker Middle School is now a STEM schooll Science, Taechnology, Engineering, and Math are the focus. As
part of our goals as a STEM school, EVERY student at Barker was required fo complete a STEM Fair project
for the 2nd grading period for Round 1.

Ninety students qualified for Round 2, which was held on
Wednesday, January 23. The Biological Division had 27
projects, Chemical Division had 25 projects, and the
Physical Division had 38 projects. Judging was during the
day and based on Scientific Thought, Creative Ability,

. Tharoughness, Technical Skill, Clarity, and Pramatic
Value. On Thursday, January 24, a public viewing of Round |
2 projects was held, and awards were presented. Elite
projects are encouraged to participate in the Regional
Science & Engineering Fair at Valparaiso University on
Saturday, February 23. Congratulations, Barker STEM Fair
participants!

Special thanks to our Judges: Jane Medley, Grover Medley, Louise Pecoraro, Nino Pecoraro, Bruce Starek,
and Bob Steverson




Science Fair Coordinator: Amy Hamann 8th Science
Barker Science Teachers: Jill Grabowski, 7th, Val Mecklenburg, 6th, Sarah Bohac, and Donna Lynch

Biological Division Winnets (27 projecis)

3rd Place 6th grade, Radioactive Plants, Emily
Gushrowski

2nd Place 7th grade, Do Canines Care for Color?, Makayla
Williams

1st Place 6th grade, How Does Age Affect Memory?,
Evangalea Dabagia

Chemical Division Winners {25'nroiects)

3rd Place 8th grade, Electrolytes, Rishi Verma

2nd Place 8th grade, Vitamin C Lewls in Various Fruits,
Karmen Halfacre

1st Place 8th grade, Got Viscosity?, Kate Kovalcik

Physical Division Winners {38 projecis) -

3rd Place 7th grade, Baskethall Dynamics, Molly Heath
2nd Place 8th grade, Achool, Haley Buchanan

1st Place 6th grade, Is There a Whole Lot of Shaking
Geing On?, Sydney Merrill '

Creative Ressarch Award

Physical Science DiMsion, 8th grade, Paper Speakers,
Michael Kring

Grand Champion

Physical Science Division, 8th Grade, Converting Mechanical Energy into Electrical, Nicole Pomeroy







Related Articles
o MCHS MCJROTC Conducts Demonstration for MCAS 8th Graders
o Krueger, Safe Harbor Honored for "Bringing Home Nature™
e Free Parent Wellness Workshop from Michigan City Schools
o One City One Sound Set for December 13th
¢ Elston Middle School fo Stage "If's a Wonderful Life"
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Friday is the beginning of Career and
Technical BEducation Month, which celebrates
students, teachers and course offerings offered

" - in La Porte County Career and Technical Edu-

(

o=

e

N

e

cation, inchuding advanced manufacturing, au-
tomotive technology, construction technology,
cosmetology, culinary arts, early childhood
education, electronics/computer technology,

facilities maintenance, health careers, and
welding. Soon, a program in criminal justice
and Law will be introduced here.

Our Legislature is busy promoting what is
already being offered here in La Poste County,
saying that career and fechnical education
centers will be the focus of an effort to match
more Hoosier students with future jobs that
- will be available in Indiana.

Students in career and technical education

Students in ca-
reer and techni-
cal education
programs earn
dual college
credit, indusiry
certifications
and real-world
employment
experience that
gives them a
head start in
finding a job, or
furthering their

" =~ aducation in col-

lege or in tech-

T~ pical school.
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programs earn dual
college credit, indus-
try certifications and
real-world employ-
ment experience that
gives them a head
start in finding a job,
or farthering their
education in col-
lege or in technical
school.

You can learn
imore about the
programs offered
locally to area sto-
dents at a Career and
Technical Educa-
tion at a celebration
from 10 am, - 2
p.m. Saturday at the
Marquette Mall,
where staff and
students will attend
to describe their
programs.

There will be a
future careers expo

on Feb. 13 where stndents will have mock
interviews with community menthers and area
business leaders. And teachers have invited
business owners to speak to students about
starting a business in their program area
during National Entreprenenr Week Feb. 18

through 25.
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Lake Hills, MC Robotics Inducted into Society of
lnnevators

WRITTEN BY MICHIGAN C[TY AREA SCHOOLS LAST UPDATED ON 02 NOVEMBER 2012

Lake Hilis STEM Magnet Schoot and the Michigan
City Robotics Team are among 15 teams that have
been inducted info the Northwest [ndiana Society
of Innovators for 2012, The teams were recognized
at a special reception on Thursday, October 18 in
Hammond.

SEARCH GUR SITE
The Saciety of hnovators was established in 2005,
and it Is a project of the Gerald 1. Lamkin Inhovation [Search... J
and Entrepreneurship Center of lwy Tech N
Community College Northwest. & celebrates innovators and innovation across seven nodhwast indiana : FIND LIFE [
counties: Jasper, Lake, LaPotte, Newton, Porter, Pataski, and Stark.
Each year, the Society recognizes individuals and teams and confers upon them Honorary Lifetime EVENTS

Membership. Inductees are selected after a careful and rigorous review process, and they must

) 2¢ Hoverbazr 2092 3
“demonstrate a new way, a different way, or a better way for Northwest Indiana and contribute to the e > e

economic development and greater good of our region, state, nation, or wortd.” Pringipal partners and Su Ho Tu We Th Fr Sa

sponsors of tha society include ArcelorMittal, Bukva Imaging, Horseshoe Casino, Krieg DaVault, 1 ...2.] a

NIPSCC, Northwest Indiana Business Quarterly, the Times Media Company, and the Center for ab 51 & 71 8] 9

Woerkforce Innovations. Y IS IRPY Y v e

Lake Hills was selected for induction based on its accomplishment as the only elementary magnet T3 | 2k e

school in Indiana that is focused on STEM -- Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, MC 5| 2a1 97 o 29 30

Robotics” "Team Firehawk" was recognized for its receipt of the Rookie Team Awsard at regional FIRST

Robotics Competition [ast spring, and for representing Michigan City at the National contest in St. Louis. Click on a dayio iew events for that day,
ar view all avents harel

"We are so proud of Lake Hills and of the innovalive work that is faking place there, through the
integration of STEM in the classroom, and through partnerships with higher education, businasses, and
community agencies," said Dr, Barbara Eason-Watkins, Michigan City Area Schools Supearintendent.
“We are also thrilled to have a regionally recognized roboties team for our high school students, creafed
by our Safe Harhor program in coltaboration with numerous business and community partners. The fact
that two of our own were among those recognized for innovation this year by the Society is truly
remarkabis.”

Representatives of Lake Hills and the Michigan City Robotics team were also honored by the MCAS
School Board at its meeting on Ocfober 23.

At the Board meeting, Lake Hills Principal Cennie Bachmann and STEM Specialist Shelléy Deutcher 2
provided an overiew of activities taking place at the school, in the classrocm, through after-school clubs, F
and as a result of community parinerships. Teachers Rebecca Kozlik, Shannon Chavs, and Susan ‘
Poehl described the integration of STEM subjects across the curdculum, the use of technology, and the
field experiences and partnerships that have contibuted to the school's success. Three Lake Hills
students also addressed the Board: Fifth grader Myla Asad spoke about the "Green Team” and ofher
student projects; fourth grader Delores Adams spoke about her family's participation and enjoyment of
quarterly STEM activities, and fourth grader William Mansfield spoke about study trips.

Safe Harbor Coordinator Herb Higgin thanked the many business, community, and parent partners who
assisted the Robotics team. He noted that this year, Lego robatics has started at the elementary and
middle school level, and three Sea Perch underwater robotics teams have been established in Michigan
City and neighboring distrists. Michigan City High Schoot sophomore Megan Ludwig spoke 1o the
School Board about her experdences with the MC Robotics team; last year she served as Safety
Specialist for Team Firshawi in compedition.



. the focus at Lake Hills EI-.

By Lofs Tomaszewsld

’ Smﬁf Writer

MICHIGAN CITY — Seie
ence, technology, engineer-

ing and inath are always

. ementary School — but on

+ Monday evening parents,

siblings and tamily mem-
bers got a first-hand view of
what happens everyday at
Michigan, City’s only STEM
magnet school.

The Life Science Celebra-
tion of Learning featured a

- hot dog supper provided by

the school’s parent group,
interactive booths set up in
the gym by nine local agen-

+ cies and organizations, and

" classroom times for parents
. and teachers throughout .
. the school. Principal Connie-

" Bachmann was on hand fo.

. Jackie Thompson always -

" her booth, which featured.
the incubation and growth-
process of ducks, one of -

divect parents to the activi-
ties and welcome guests to
the school.

Volunteer and 4-H parent

had a bevy of kids-around

' many 4-H programs avail-

able to children in La Porte

County

At the baoth hosted by

. Janet Bloch of the Lubeznily

.

Corie  Elliot;

Center for the Arts and
a  Master
Gardener, guests sampled

cheese spreads made from

herbs and micro-broecoli

 grown by students at the
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ABU\IE Camden Campos (left) and lan Wagner blow bubkies
into a bucket of water to obseive how well they can float. -

LEFT: Janet Bloeh (vight) from the Lubeznil: Cenier and Corle
Elfiott with the Purdue Master Gardeners serve craci(ers and
cheese garnished with herbs and micre bioceoli grown by stu-

dents at the school during an open house Monday night. .

‘school.

“We paﬁner with the

achool to teach art and na-,

ture,” Bloch said..
Parent Thomas Walters
gaid. he frequently comes

to Lake Hills' celebration

events to. “support (his)
daughter’s school” -~ "

Cy

“We come here and we learn all
sorts of new things”

Carrie Snapp
_That same sentiment was
expressed by Carrie Snapp.
“It’s 2 fun thing” Snapp
said.. “We comie hére and

we learn all sorts of new

things.” :
Some of the Tun smence‘
related activities happening

will focus on, physmal sei-
'Ences,
at the school Monday night

inclided the aerod}mamtcs
of paper au'planes, match-
ing animal paop. with the
correct spemes, a guestion .
and answer game, involving
the environment and other

interesting = projects, Al
displays and exhibits dealt.
with " the- concepts congid:-
ared lfe Sciences. The: next
celebration i ig Jan..14 and.

Agencies - La}:mg part

1Ces

cies

were: La Porte County SoI« i
id Waste La Porte County |’
“Park Department

“Washington Park Zoo, La'.h :
Porte County Soil and Wa- |
ter Conservation - district; 1
"International . Friendship. |

'Gardens, Potaywatomi Audu-
Jbon Society, and students |

“froni the Sclence Methods ©

< clasg at Purdue Umversﬂ:y

North Central

the |
Lubezmk Center, La Porte: e
-County 4-H Poultxy Club, - !'




I was pleased to read
the article, “Coalition be-
tween - schools, business

~could help economy” in

" the Gct. 31 News—Dlspatch

"| sor Anthony

-hopeful that

,spark discis-
_sion- among
" the busiitess. |
‘eommunities’

{(Herald- Ax-

g‘us) I am LaFarteCDunty

Careerand -
Technical Education
the | recent g

presenta—

ics  Profes-
Sindone ‘will,
continue .to
Audra -
_Petersun.

: of La Porte
County, : g
Sindone pointed to ‘Tech

" Valley, New York, as a’

. model of what can happen

when business, commu-

nity, and education comes
_together, around Career

and Technical . Educa-

" tion. Tech Valley follows

1 a- -project-hased 1earn1ng

model where instruetion
is’ rigor¢ng Hud’ relevant
to - real-world " applica-
tions. Students earn col-

- lege: credits; they combine.
- probleni-based

Iearmng.
with internship experienc-

‘es, in-class projects, and

. the extensive use of tech-

. nology, mcludmg *techno

field tnps 7

business

La Porte County needs
and deserves high-quality

‘Caveer and Technical Bd-

ucation programming like
this. A_nd we are We]l on
our way .

La Porte County Career
and . Technical Fducation
(CTE) works with key

whoserve on'advisory com-
mltuees for all of our CTE

programs. These currently_

include Advanced Manu-
facturing,

Management, Autornotive

Technology, Cﬁnstructmn"

Technology, ' Cosmefol- -
ogy, Culinary” Arts; EarIyA
"Childhood Educatlon

Electrodics and Computer

Techinology, -Engineering,
" Maintenanee,

Facility
Health Careers, and Weld-
ing, and will expand next
year-to include Criminal

Jugtice and Law, Our gen--
eral "advisory. committee

also consists of key stake-

Lolders who have tieg to:
both the educatlonal and

busmess world.

ing our countys Career

and Technical Educatron_

currieulum into & rigorous

and relevant project-based
environment based-on In-
diana’s fiew “College and-
'Career Pathways & By the

professionals,

Agncultural'
| - Science/Natural Resource

2013-14 schéol year, all La.

Porte County high schools
will be aligning programs
and " curricula’ accor(img

‘to these Pathways which
“are modeled 0n. Buceess- :
ful 1n1t1at1ves like- Tech
_Valley ‘and others The
_mnovai:lve learning envi-
ronments that result will

mcorporate dual " college
credits "and business/in-
dusiry certlﬁcatmns, guch
as the American Weldmg

'Somety entry-level weld-.

erg’ certification -or the

Child Development ‘Asso- -
-_01ate certlﬁcatlon ‘
Already, all of the pro-

grams at La Porte Coun-

ty Career and Technical
"Edacation’s AJXK. - Smith

Career Center offer dual
crédit and industry certi-

feations, Under the new
model, La Porte County.
high schools will now de- . i

sign a ‘clear ¢ pathway” of

course. . work preparing
-students for' these: cap-

stone programs; -
I#'s a fact that students

f'expose& 1o - Career™ ‘and
 We are al§o trasisform-

Techmcal Bducation pro-

grams in the state of Indi-
ana havé a 7 percent high-’
‘er graduation rate than
i:hose Who ‘do not -This
success ig due‘in no small
part .to hands:on work in’

class and in the commmm

ty, and to internships and -

job shadowing experiences

that area busmess and or-

gamzatmns can help us
provide.

frent CTE programs - and
consider future expansion,

it makes good economic

‘sense for schools and busi-

nesses to worl together:

to ereate. a well-prepared
workforee for La Porte
County - and the larger
tegion. 1 look forward to

continuing the dialog with -

the Michigan City and La

- Porte- Chambers of Com- . -

meree, the La Porte Coun-

ty Convention and Visitors

Bureau, the Feonomie De-

.velopment. Corporations of

La Porte County, our high-
er education institutions,
‘and the school districts in
La Porte County to make
it happen.

Partnerships for Career
and Technical Education
can help us pool our re-

“sources, and will attract
.and refain business and
industry in La Porte Coun-

ty. And in the end, thai

‘means a 'more. prespnrous

future for the youth of bur

) cornmumtles

Audm Peterson is Direc-
tor of La Porte County Ca-
reer and Technical. Educa-
tzon

=
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LIFE N0 LIFE

By Laurie Wink

The joy of learning was evident in the energy-charged atmo-
sphere at Lake Hills Elementary School’s STEM Celebration of
Learning for family and friends on Cet. 29. The two-hour event
included a hot dog supper, a host of handg-on activities and the op-
portunity to visit XK-5 classrooms to see students’ work.

Lake Hills is one of two magnet aschools operated by Michigan
City Area Schools. It emphasizes science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM). The October celebration focused on the life sci-
ences and is the first of four programs scheduled throughout the
school year. Shelley Deutscher, Lake Hills STEM Magnet School
coordinator, said the next celebration will be focused on physical
science, the third on engineering and the last on earth and space.

Principal Connie Bachmann said the STEM Celebrations are
designed to give parents a learning experience and to show them
that learning can be done with basic materials they have around
the house.

Janet Bloch, of the Lubeznik Center, displayed
mosaic markers students are making for the
school's outdoor nature frall,

“Our kids are doing many wonder-
ful things,” Bachmann said. “We like
to get kids excited about learning with
project-based experiences. We see the
value and excitement of learning and
find that, when kids are engaged, they
have longer retention.”

During the event, the Lake Hills

i Student Couneil coliected families’
Alicia Ebaugh, of the La Porte County Solid Wasta District, challenges Kindergartener
lan and 5th grade sister Ariah Kussart with questions about the environmant. Continued on Page 2
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L?%KE HI LLS Continued on Page 2

| Lake Hills
Student
Council
collected
famities’
donations
of canned

|| food for the
local food

: ! | pantry.
donations of canned food for the local food pantry.
Lake Hills Parent Group leaders Colleen Cabanaw,
Jamie Morford and others prepared a free dinner for
450 people. The parent group raises funds during
the school year to subsidize special events, teacher

supplies and student ﬁeld #rips.
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L Library volun-
1 L teers Kriz Baus-

o back and Ashley
Rucker set up a
book fair in the
cafeteria to en-
courage families
to purchase books
and other educa-
tional  materials.
Profits are used to
buy new books for
the school library.
Ashley’s husband,
Keith, was busy

Y . ) keeping track of
Library volunteers Kris Bausback six children — his
and Ashiey Rucker own and children of

family members — who were bouncing around from
place to place in their excitement to take it all in.
" Principal Bachmann said parents are an impor-

tant part of Lake Hills. Willie and Candace McVea
came to the celebration to, as Willie said, “find out
what the kids are up to0.” Their children William, a
first grader, and Cadence, in Kindergarten, are al-
ways excited about learning, he said.

Parents Candace and Willie McVea came to the celebration to find out
about what their children, William and Cadence, are learning at Lake Hills.
Various community groups hosted learning sta-
tions scattered across the gym. The Lubeznik Cen-
ter for the Arts teamed with the MCAS Safe Harhor
after school program, La Porte County Master Gar-
deners and Green Farms Agronomics and Mycol-
ogy, of Valparaiso, to cook up a culinary life sciences
project. Janet Bloch, the Lubeznik’s education di-
rector, said students have been growing micro-broc-
coli plants that
| have the same
nutrients as
regular broccoli
- and thrive in
; vertical growing
conditions with-
out scil. At the
STEM  celebra-
| tion, Bloch and
Corie Elliott, a
Master Garden-
Jamie Morford and
Colleen Cabanaw, of
the Lake Hills Parernt
Group, prepared food
for 450 peopls, includ-

Ing Austin Morford, who
is [ooking for a cookie.
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Ceochen

er, were gerving appetizers of crackers and cheese
topped with the unique broccoli.

“We're showing kids how they can be creative
with cooking,” Bloch said. “The idea is that creativ-
ity extends to cooking and other areas of art besides
the visual arts.”

Bloch also showcased some of the special mosaic
markers that Lake Hills students are creating for
their sehool’s outdoor study {rail,

Alicia Ebaugh, education director for the La Porte
County Solid Waste District, drew kids in with a
colorful spinning wheel. Depending on where the
wheel stopped, she asked players various questions
related to landflls, recycling and other environmen-
tal topics. Kindergartener Ian Kussart and his fifth
grade sister, Ariah, both got right answers and were
rewarded with pencils. Ebaugh gave prizes to all
comers because, she said, “You don’t have to get the
right answer, as long as you learn something.”

Purdue University North Central students who
aré enrolled in Amy Hamann’s “Seience.in the Fle-
mentary School” course, engaged students in hands-
on activities that had strong educational compo-
nents. Hamann, an eighth grade science teacher at
Barker Middle School as well as a PNC instructor,
said they are preparing to become student teachers
next year,

Apopular stop was
the “Paper Airplane
Challenge,” devised
by PNC students
Todd Zelko and Ma-
rio Castillo, Kids —
and some parents --
made airplanes out
of card stock or regu-
lar paper and gave
them a test flight to
see which would go
the farthest. The re-
cord holder was Lo-
gan Dworkik, a 4th
grader from Joy Ele-
mentary School, who
launched a paper
plane a distance of
58 feet. He credited a
continuous process of
“trial and error” for
his success.

For future teachers Zelko and Castillo, it was ed-
ucational mission aceomplished. .

“We've seen all kinds of designs,” Zelko said.
“They’re thinking, they're getting invelved and
they’re out there creating something and making it
fin.”

PNC students Ashley Solane and Courtney Mi-
chael engaged youngsters in a “Clay Boats” chal-

Logan Dworkik held the record for
launching a paper afrplans a
distance of 58 fest.

Confinued on Page 4

Arturo’s
ﬁalﬁc& Goorjs & More

BUILD YOUR OWN
GINGERBREAD HOUSE

Saturday, November 24

11 am and 2 pm
$25 per person
All ages welcome

Taking Thanksgiving Orders
Calies o Ples  Bread|
Dinner Rolls o Cookies

2613 E US Hwy. 12,Michigan City
219-874-BAKE
arturobakes @gmail.com

. Face Bool Page
www.facebook.comfarturcbalkes
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L‘%KE HELLS Continued on P?Ei? _

Ashiey Solano works with Mackenzie Ponder on her boat.

lenge. Kindergartner Mackenzie Ponder and first
grader Karmyn Summers were among these who
tried building a clay or foil boat and adding cargo
‘in the form of pennies or washers to see how long it
would take for the boat to sink. Mackenzie was ac-
companied by parents Christina and Nolan Ponder
and nine-month-old Emily and Shane. Karmyn was
with her sister Kendall and cousin Maigen Dicris-
toforo.

“They’re having a lot of fun deciding what to do to
make it foat,” Solano said.

Nancy Barnes, director of the International
Friendship Gardens in Michigan City, explained
her work with the 75 Lake Hills third graders %o
plant hundreds of red tulip bulbs at the school.

“They studied soil, the types of bulbs and figured
out how deep to plant them,” Barnes said.

The red tulip project was part of the Red Rib-

N@W Bﬁffﬁﬂ@' E\@V@m?@@? 23~ 25

GIFT WiTH PURCHASE
Weonolorfud Holidoy Weear

e Floaoe Jackess - feff Lels lowelry
Hend-Tooled baohey 3ugs

Sooling Sheffers « oandmears. ...

]‘\ -1=\,n.- AR
SUTRLE:
,} P NEW BUFFALO

126 8. Whittaker 51, » 269.460,9994

OPEN DALY

bon Week activities held a week earlier. Each of
the more than 430 students signed the Red Ribbon
Pledge “clecting to be drug free.” The Ploadge was
displayed on the cafeteria stage, along with a voting
booth and papier mache figurss of Presidential can-
didates Bavack Obama and Mitt Romney, As part of
the Red Ribbon Week activities, students took part
in a mock presidential electlon according to Prin-
cipal Bachmann. “Obama won by a landslide,” she
noted,

On stage wﬁh the Presndentlai candldates are: Bri Wlison center, wsth
nephews Jalen Kelley, a 2nd grader, and Jeremias Finnie, a 4th grader.

Climate Change Pregram at Nat. Lakeshore

Join research coordinator Joy Marburger at Indi-
ana Dunes National Lakeshore’s Douglas Center on
Sat., Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. for a presentation high-
lighting the behavior of animals and plants in re-
sponse to shifting climate patterns. Through slides
and data, Dr. Marburger will discuss speciﬁc local
examples of how to measure changes in plant and
animal behavior.

After the program, add to the Douglas Cenier's
phenology wheel by exploring outside, taking a pic-
ture, and adding it to the exhibit. Phenology is the
study of the timing of plant and animal life cycles
events and how they are influenced by changes in’
season or climate,

The Douglas Center Family Open House takes
place every Saturday afternoon. Explore the center
from 1 pm - 3 pm and check out the interactive ax-
hibits, park video, and even the live animal room. If
you want to enjoy the changing seasons, take a hike
on the Miller Woods Trail just cutside the center.
Kids can make a free craft and help feed the center’s
fish and turtles.

The Douglas Center is located at 100 North Lake
Street in Gary, the western part of the national
lakeshore. For more information on this or other
programs, contact the information desk at 219-395-
1882 or check the park website at www.nps.gov/
indu/planyourvisit



‘Schools, businesses. -~ . R
workimg tegether -~ . o e

% was pleased {0 Tead the article “Coalition be-
tween sehools, business could help economy” in
the Qct. 31 Herald-Argus. -

T am hopeful that the recént presentation by PNG
“Beonomics Professor Anthony Sindone will con-
tine to spark discussion among the business,com-
runities of L.a Porte County.

Sindone pointed to Tech Valley, New York, as a
model of what can happen when business, commu-
nity, and education comes togsther around Career

% and Technical Bducation. Tech Val-
Jey follows a project-based Jeaming
model, where instruction s igorous

_ and relevant to real-world applica-

" tions, Students eamn college credits;
they combine problem-based learn-
ing with internsliip expeliences, in:
class projects, and the extensive use
of teclnology, including “techno
field trips.” .o

La Porte County needs znd de-
serves high-guality -Cafeer and .
Technical Education programming Tke this, And
we are weil ol our way. .

La Porte County Career and Technical Educa-

_tion. {CTE) worls With key business professionals,
who serve on advisory committses for all of our

CTE programs. These cumently include Advanced
Manufactusing, Agriculural Science/Natural Re-

source Menagement, Automotive Technology,

Construction Technology, Cosmetology, Culinary |
Atts, Baly Childhood Education, Electronics
and Computer Teclnciogy, Engineering, Facility

. Maintenancs, Health Carcers, and Welding, and .
will expand next year to inclnde Criminal Justice.
and Law. Ouvr general advisory committee also
congists of key stakeholders who have ties to both
the educational and business world, '

We are also transforming our county’s Career

-~ -
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that result

-

olfpack Band announces awards

‘an ‘awards hanguet and recap of
\Sheirmerching geagon. v’ «-

T 1b%vﬁg-5tuééﬁis‘reﬁéived

esign a.clear™
students for th

i friproved Trophy
- Shell Eririquez - Alto San

Career and
thestate of In’
rate than those

ey

iy Emity Clawackd —Colt
i MostValusble Blayer [
v Betgh Tyneh U Flite 7.

ph, :

treate atwell-pigpared watldorte fo
ty andlithe lafger region, I-look for
ing the ‘diatog, with fhe Mickigan:




By Kelley Smith
Sz*a_;j“ Writer - -

MICHIGAN CITY
The robotics teams’ at
Loke Hills Elementary
and Barker Middle schools
ended their first season on
. Sunday, when each won 2
first-place trophy at the
annual FIRST (For Inspi-
ration and Recognition of -
Science and Technology)
Lego League Competi-,
‘tion at Indiana .Unwgrswy

Phote by Kelley Smith
Safe Harbor and robotics pmgram cocrdmator Herb Higgin dis-"
gusses {he core values presentatwn created oy Mjchlgan Cltys
_ FENSI Lego League teams. .

|
|
]
f
i
1

o Northwest ¥

. ons ﬁmshed 111:11 out of19.
- teams ‘from - throughout

“won the first.place trophy
‘in the mechamcal demgn

‘won the first place trophy’

‘event - was Senior’ Solu-#

Were tasked Wlth creat—
ing * football-sized - robots
‘that could: perform' vari-
ous tasks Whale nawgat-'
ing.a route. mapped out'on

The Lake: Hﬂls Lego‘ 1;1-
Northwest Indiana’ "and

Barkers ‘Lego: Vipers fin- '

programed the robots and
ished 14th- overall . and’

. linked them to computers
via'USB portals. :
‘The robots. represented
..genior. cztlzens .and had o’

be:designed . accomplish
= tasks, .shich ‘as.‘balancing.

tmns Partlmpatmg teams L ramps turnmg Wheels, "

in the even‘t’s teamwork-
category. - g
The theme of ﬂns year ’s -

pmlﬂng up pﬂl boxes Wa.lk- ,

‘ing dogs, moving. qmlts =
‘and tolling'a ball to knock -~
-down bowling pins, all cre-

“ated from' Liegos picces. -
a board. about. the size of .
.a pool table. The students ‘chanical. aspect of- the
.CDmPEtl’ElOD? pa.rt1c1pan1:s
- were required to research
. different ailments, suclras -
. arthritis or. osteoporoms

Cthat typlcally affect 'bhe

In addition to the me-

elderly

Please see ROBOTRCS AS
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SCHOOLS
CONTINUED from Page Al

be placed on math scores.

“Onur teachers are work-
ing extremely hard -
our high school Algebra
teachers are especially
" concerned and passion-
ate about turning this
arcound,” she told the au-
dience which included
teachers and administra-
tors, school board mem-
bers, representatives from
supporting businesses

and post-secondary edu-

cation representatives.
“And so we are develop-
ing anew strategy, and we
will be working with math
experts-from the Univer-
~ sity of Chicago and Pur-
due North Central.”
Implementation of the
Freshman Academy and
an improving graduation
rate are two of the suc-
cesses the district has
achieved. Eason-Watkins
talked about the abilities
of MCAS students to be
"high achieving and show-
ing the initiative to make
the most of the programs
“offered. Dual enrollment,
vwhich allows students to
earn both high school and

eollege credit, is one of

these indicators and will

"to expect grades ranging

fromanAtoan

“The formula used to
calculate these grades is
far from simple,” Fason-
Watking said. “It is com-
plez and mulii-layered,
and it may not accurately
tell the whole story about
the progress the schools
are making. But thisisnot
where we want to be. My
expectations and those of
the entire community are
that all of our schools will
perform at high levels.”

Budget cuts that re-
sulted in loss of positions

- and changes in both ath-

letic and extra-curricular
programs were difficult to
gee, Hason-Watkins said,
“We must be fiscally re-
sponsible,” she said. We
must and will find a way

to maintain our focus and”

move forward despite
these budget cuts.”

The cuts impacted the.

custodial staff and’ in-
structional assistants
in the schools. It also
switehed the school-run,
nou-state-supported pre-
kindergarten  programs

be expanded in hoth the -

high school and the A K.
Smith Career Center next
- year. _
“I cannot stress enough
_ how important dual credit
is for our students,” Eason-
Watking said. “This adds
" up to thousands of dollars
in tuition savings.” ,
But the district is not
without™ challenges, she
said. When state grades
. for -schools is' released
Iater this fall, Eason-
Watkins told the audience

T

to private programs, co-
ordinated by the La Porte
County YMCA and Imagi-
nation Station.

Angther issue the su-
perintendent said needs
to be addressed is level-
ing the achievement gaps
batween racial groups and
students  from various
economic levels, Hispanic
and white students tend
to achieve -at a higher
percentage on state tests
than black or mulii-racial
students.

“We must ensure that
there are safety nets for

our children,” Rason-Wat-

king said. “We cannot just
provide interventions for
some struggling students
and focus on those close
to meeting standards. We
are held accountable for
growth for all cur stu-
dents.”

Eason-Watkins took
some time during the ad-
dress to recognize iop-
performing schools, com-
munity partaers whe
confribute to programs
and innovations and posi-
secondary  institutions

that have made commit-
menits to the school dis-
triet’s high achieving stu-
dents.

“We have some wonder-
ful people and organiza-
tions here in Michigan
City and in today’s chal-
lengingtimes it truly takes
a village” Eason-Watkins
said. “And this village is

"stepping up for Michigan

City Avea Schools.”
I¥ you missed It

Anyone who missed the
“Btate of our Schools” ad-
dress can tune in at 8 a.m.
and 6 p.m. daily to Chan-
nel 98 and on the MCAS
web site from Oct. 4 to
QOct, 22,




Photo by Lois Tumaszewski

Michigan Csty Aiea thools uupenmenden‘i: Barbara [Eason- Watlfms cuncludes her annual “S‘late of the Schools” address Wednes—
. day at the i\mchlgan Cl*y ngh Schoot audnﬁanum

: lBy Lois T@ma&evaskn
; 'Staﬁ Wrsfer '

'MICHIGA_‘N' CITY "+
With a tone that was op-
" timistic, encouraging -and.
-motivating, Michigan City
| Area Schools Superinten:
. dent- Barbara!Eason—Wat-
Kins provzded an - update
on the progress, challeng-
es and: priorities . for the
“digtrict’s schools at her an-

nuai address 1o the com-

mumty Wednesday night
‘at ‘che' yearly State Of Our

o '-—.Schools address.

- Leading off mtil Whai;

-Eason-Watkins termed the

“gold medal goals” from’

"her inaugural addiess in’

2010,.the school- district
has made merovement
in - academics, while in-
creasmg proo*ram optmns
for students and prépar-.
ing" students for careers.

‘These w111 continue to be’

the focus as the school
Ipoks ahead, she gaid,.’

Tt continues' to be _,a
bhie print’ guiding us. as

" we move forward,” Eason-

Watkins said. “The strate-
gies outlined in the MCAS

2006 Strategic Plan. all

relate back to these three
pnont1es. !
Striving for more than

teaching readin ng, writing
Eason-_ :

and - arithmetic,
Watkins said the district
has tried to raise teaching
standa¥rds, provide content
that is rigorous and rel-

~evant and encourage stu-

dents to take respon51b111-
ty for théir own educatmn

That is achieved by pro-
viding expanded advancad
placement courses in sev-
eral gubjects and putting
dual ‘credit’ progranis in
place for local four-year
community colleges and
universities. :

Higher test scores in
reading and langnage arts
were achieved by several
sthools at all levels last
year, but HEason-Watking

said the emphasis needs to

Please see SCHOOLS, A3

1



By Lols Tﬁmm&nswa JSL'GI] :
Sraff Writer

MICHIGAN CITY

- - Bixth graders.at Krueger

- Middle School spent sev-

- eral hours in the wobds

g "‘Tuesday morning, all in
" the name of science. -

. Tt was time for the third

= annual water .. -samapling

B pro;ect along Trail Creck

-, along the Karwick Nature

- ‘trail, organized by the La

’ P_orte County Soil and Wa-

~"" ter Conservation District.

"+ .The -
. teaches students concepts
g such as’ festing ‘méthods,

‘hapds-on, achivity

* .. an’ anderstanding of how

Enwronmental

to determine witer quality
.- and lessons in aquatic and
. natural environments.

“The program is part of

e 'Krueger Middle School’s Kauegei Widdle School sidh grader Thomas Walers Watches as la Poﬁe County Soil and Wa-
ter Consarvation Distriet educafion coordinator Nicole Niessacar checks the data Walefs class |

P!ease see SC!ENCE A3 Iearned about water testmg as par’t of their enwmnmental seience.

S@Ll\ (“'E

‘7 CO'\ETINUED nrem Pa,g_;e L\..L: ’

curicuhm

trict; “Several years ago,

when - Krusger was - pre-
- - paring’to becomn an gnvi--
, 7 ronmental séience maghet
" scheol, we,. put together. i
-'concppts Lhat wo. thought
. TWETE 1mportaﬂt We want-
. ed the curricwlum fo be
;" very ‘place-based, which
. means
“ about “the environment,
.7 their. ‘own backyards.
- -We have all heard about-
. ‘students vhat equate “en-
“¢ " vironment” with some far-
"+ -away place like thé rain:
- forest or the tundra, We
“'.. wanted them.to see -that
.-« what they have right here

students  learn

: "' is beautiful, wonderful and

L+ owerth caring about.” -
‘ ‘The outing to Traﬂ Creek ‘
5t is-part of the envirornmen-
. tal science curriculum for
7. gixth graders, Assistant
- Principal Vera Joties said.

For the ﬁrsc tine Weeks

Smepcé
sald Nicole_
234 Messacar, educs tion coors-
" © dinator with the Seil anrl‘

- Waber Conservation. dis-

“yarious
‘as measuring pI—T water
température,  looking for
:the’presences of nitrates
“and, countmg water-borne
‘insects in a sample. Oth-

5“he1m_e1" “Michigan City’s

- the focus Has been on Wa—

ter quality,”

*- “Hands on act1v1t1es al-’

1o students to take learn—

-ing to a higher and deeper
level- of thinking” Jones

said, “This allows students
to - explore, analyze :and

: develop contlugions about.

isgues that are relevant to
1a Porte County

Some’ of this under-
standing included discuss-
ing why a measurement
of zero phosphates meant

the absence of pollutants,
why a cold water temnpera-

ture was ‘conducive to the
salmon that live and breed
in the créek and how to

“eollect - and record SCien-"

tific data,”

Students v151ted several
statmns and | performed
act1v1t1es

ers. helping coordinate
the outdoers learmng this
year wera the Indiana
Department “of - Natural
Resotirces and Frank Seil-

3

such

“arban forester. -

- “Students got the chance

+0 work with profegsionals

from the community all
while getting a real life ex-
perience in investigating
the quality of their Michi-
gan City waterways,” sci-
ence teacher

have been working hard to

Jearn-lah techmques and
procedures in order to do |
the tests safely and accu- |

rately”.

in the classroom in the en-

vironmeént, such as these
1ab- procedures, or their

data collection .ckills at
the - site’ survey station;
how to interpret informa-
tion to form conclusions at
the macro inveriebrates
eollection station; and the
problem caused by inva-
sive species, such as gea
Iamprey 7

Students, VWEI‘B able to'
Iapply what they learned

Photo hy Lois Tomaszewsli - | -

“Students also got aTare |
chance to have the fish
pullad from the fishing
weir, touch the fish; leain
about different species of
fish "in Trail Creek, and
learn about fisky spawn-

__mg, > Mayeroft sa1d
Amanda .
Mayeroft said. “Students .

- C ]




By Leis fomaszewsld
Staffwrler

' MICEIGAN CITY — Ameet-
ing with counselors from six La
Poite CouatthghSchoolstumed

- out to be a fine opportinity fo an- -
‘hounce an expanded partriership .

between the AJ..Smith Career
Center and Ivy Tech Commumty
Co]lege that will offer more op-.

portunities’ for smdents to e
. college Ievel credlts Lot

“This: Wwill a]low us and a]low

- our’ students’ to contlnue thelr .
-education the next Tevel* AK.
Sinith d]rector Audra Peterson.

said. |

"We do want to continue 1o
mieet the needs of busingss and -
' mdustry and the career interests
. of, oir students so they can af

least meet the minimum requm:—
menis for those  positions.”

Forly-one duial co]lege cred- -
its are currently offered to AK..

Smith, stndents’ for 14 couises

taught at the schiool. These creditd.
- are offeredin automotive technol-
0gy, culinary sciénce, elecu'on;cs,' :
) bamg able o ta]ls: with school

Yiealth careeis and weldig
The expanded dual credit pro-

gram will add 11 more cowmses.

to be in’ plas::e for the start'of the.

as early chﬂdhood education, ad-

and Technical® Educatzon Pro-

© . grams are 7 pefcent more likely
to graduate from high school and_

- qualify for post—secondary oppor:

tupities - said | Rick Sorid, Vice

- Chanoellor of Ivy Tech Commu:

nity College Mlchlgan Clty Peﬁc

‘Campus! - :
- “Dual CIEd.{t is an m:tportant:'
clement in our parffiership with
" CTE programs in La Porte Coun- *

ty, We afe commitied to working

together to increase these Oppor=.

tunities and to strengthen career
and technical educaﬂon in North—
west Indiana” ’

Soria remarked that the mter— .

actioni between faculty and sti-
dents at A .Smith was impres-
sive. He also said he appreciated

. EVETyOﬂﬁ

Photo by Lols Tnmaszewsk!

-‘Ceiebratmg the expansnon of a dual credlt agreement are front row, from lefi: Charlie Rokb-

eris, Horizoii -Bank; Barbara Eason-Watkins, Michigan City Area Schools superintendent;
Audra Peterson dlrector, La Porte County Career and Technical Education; Rick Sotia, vice

chancellov fvy. Tech ‘Community College Pejic Campus; (back row, from left) Derek Dabrowl-

. ak, regional durector of admissions, student affairs, lvy Tech; Joe Arredondo, regional director.
“of: K-12 Initiatives; lvy Tech; Angie Nelson, manager, public affairs, NIPSCO and Kevin Kieft,
",‘Mlchlgan Ctty Economrc Devefopment Covp.

execuiwe di recto

officials about: what the college
can do o help. students and ihe

‘ community. -
: 2614 schoo! year. These credits
- will be offered in dlsmphnes such

“Ha\nng these dxscussions is
1mportant " he said; “[It “helps

] *us] deteriine whiat we-can do to
" vanced manmacﬁmg, constyue- |
-,tlon technology and cnmmal‘
. justice.
‘Reseaxch by the Indlma De«_
paitmént of Educahm has shown -

" that students enrolled i Career

meef thesé néeds, The inipact of

. the relauons}up buﬂdmg and fos-~
* tering resonates’ in-hiow. we cdn
better serve the commumty

But even - beyond the career

planning " aid.- job. opportuni-
ties the dual credit. prowdes it

-also helps families save money’
‘on the .cost of 4 post:secondary
education, Ivy Tech’s® ‘Regicnal
_D;Iector of K-12. ]mlmtlves Joe

Amedondo said. “Ivy Tech’s dual
credit i is ﬁee,” he said- “Free for

Loca]ly,

b 20  percent k Taist year. Col-
de; familiog saved 4 m:l—

2
- liof 'through the dual credit pro--
R gram Mo than’ 2,500 students

in the region take part, he said.-

dents > Arredondo said, “iis  he-

'coming more popular as parents” -

learn about #.* Michigan City

Area. / Schools. Superintendent

thé dua] credit’ pro-
grami - in Northwestem Indiaha

Barbara- Eason Watkms agreed
that the prograr is an economic
boom for local famlies. “The
“tnition savings i money in the

pockets of our La Porte County

families,” she said. “We look for-

~ward to growing the mmber of

these oourses in con_]unctlon with
Ivy Tech? :
Relauonshlps like - the one

forged Wednesddy with Ivy
“Tech help “rebuild the confi-
‘dence of the business commu-
- nity” in Career and Technical
Fducation m La Porte County,

Fason-Watkins'said, “so we can
have a top quah_ty career educa-

‘tion faeility.”
. Bason-Watkins thanked mem-

bers of the business community

-~ who attended the Wednesday
‘moiming press conference  an-

riowmcing the dual credit expan-

“sion.” Charlic Roberts with Ho-

rizon Bank, Angie, Nelson, with
NIPSCO and Kevin Keift, execu-
tive director of the Michigan City

* Economic Development Corp.
- "“Tt’s definitely worth, it for shr-

were among the representatives
from drea businesses on hand.
“We are In this together, niov—

ing us towards great heights,
Eason—Watkms Said .

She also thanlked the coun-
selors, who “are often the first
to reach our students.” Peterson
also thanked her staff who have
to provide additional documenta-
tion and possibly take a class to

qualify to teach-in the dual credat
format,

“They have comnutted to put
this in place for their students,”

she said. “We will continue to _

work together as a team.”

In addition to Ivy Tech, the La’
Porte County CTE program has
dual credit agreements with both

Purdue University North Central

and Vincennes University. Since’

the 2010-11 school year, the
number of dual eredits eamned by
CTE students has increased by

14 percent. Because there is no

A

572

cost to students for these credits, ™

this represents a savings o area
famnilies of more than $35000 in
coliege tuition.

- “These Dnal Credit courses
give our students a jump start in
eaming industry ceriifications and
associate or bachelors” degrees,”
Peterson said. “The coursework
is rigorous, and it is preparing our

students for hlgh demand jobsin '

our region.”
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Michigan City High School students have spent the
past week learning about how to get on _track‘ to go to
college at the end of their high school career. )

Thig effort is a valuable and important focus for
the students because it focuzes on encouraging high
school students to take specific, practical steps to pre-
pare for the future - a fature that includes a college
degree, T s

Parents who have a first-titne college-bound stu-
dent. learn quickly that the process of applications,
financial aid, college choice, college visits, SAT tests
and scholarship applications is lengthy and some-

" what bewildering. )

High school guidance counselors, college advisors
and. financial aid staff all can help a student get on
the path toward college. And the time to starf think-
ing about college is as early in high school as possible.
That’s because course choices in high school, and how
well a student does in those courses, can determine
eligibility for scholarships and financial sid, prepara-
tion for the teats that will be used to determine college
eligibility and possibly testing out of certain college
courses. )

And, with the announcement of dual eredit pro-
grams being offered through Purdue North Central

and Ivy Tech Community College, deciding on = col-
lege path as early as possible can have majorlcast—
saving factor too. We hope the high school continues
its focus on steering more students toward the chal-
lenging road to college and that students visit www.
collegegoweekindiana.org to learn more. While the
process may seem overwhelming, it can be done with
. the right information and some help from the people
who have traveled the road before. Don't hesitate to
| seek the'resources to help your student succeed.

CAR WASH
CONTINUED. from Page Al

theck” for their car wash
when the bad weather
made car-washing and
fund-raising a had mix.

© *Oh yeah, theyll win,”
predicted Dave Sisk, the
manager of community
investments for the La
Porte County United Way
during Friday’s wash - re-
ferring to the school dis-
trict. “I’s only 2:30 p.m.
and it goes until 6 p.m....
And once the high school
kids get out... to have the
Superintendent wash
their cars.... Yeah, theyll
Win.”

A slew of volunfeers
from the United Way co-
alition and faculty and
staff from the MCAS
were hard at work in the
early afternoon, and the.
pace did not show signs of
slowing, ’

The Michigan City
Fire Department stopped
by with. its Fire Safety
House -in what Mark

~ Baker, a spokesperson for

the Fire Department, said
was 4 gesture of gratitude
for the school bus, which
MCAS brought to the po-

- lice and fire department

car washes last week.
: Bisk, along with Kris

' Pate, the executive direc-
" tor of the La Porte County

United Way, staged an-
other gag to raise money

tor their non-profit,

In exchange for $100,
Pate and Sisk offered to. |
have anegg fight and walk
through the car wash.

“Well, originally, Dave |
said he'd just let me throw
eggs at him... because he
was trying to be nice fo
me,” Pate said, as a by-
stander blurted out that
it was because Pate was
such. a poor shot.

“But I eouldn’t let him
do that,” Pate concluded.

Participants and velun-
teers at the wash “screm-
bled” the cash togéther -
quickly and held Pate and
Sisk to their promise.

Jordan Wojasinski, an |
employee for Safe Har |
bor’s -after school and
morning eare programs,
and Tanya Jones, a men-
tor and coordinating men-
tor-for Niemann Elemen-
tary School and Barker
Middle Scheols, attended
the car wash as volun-
teers. They said although
the wash was a lot of fun-
and-games, they thought
the cause behind it .was -
important. C

‘I'm not exactly the -
car-washing-kind-of-girl
... “Jones said, “But it’s a
good event; it means a lot

to our community, and it’s
good to see people support .
it.” .
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Retum io Headlines
Lake Hills, MC Robotics Inducted inta Soclety of Innovators

Lake Hills Principal Connie Baclunann is congraltlated by School Board Membar Dr. Vidya Kora

L.ake Hills STEM Magnef School and the Michigan City Robofics Team are ameng 15 teams that have been inducted Into the Nosthwest Indiana
Society of inmovatorsfor 2012, The teamswere ecognized at a special reception on Thursday, Octeber 18 in Hammond.

The Society of Inncvafors was established in 2605, and itlsa profect of the Gerald b Lamkin lnovation and Eatreprensurshlp Center of lvy Tech
Community College Norhwest. It celebratesinnovators and Innovation across seven northwest Indiana countles: Jasper, Lake, LaPorle, Newton,
Forier, Pulagd, and Stail.

Each year, the 8oclely recognizesindividuals and teams and confers upon them Honorary Lifetime Membership. Inductessane sslected aflera
careful and dgorous review process, and they must ‘demonstrate a new way, a different way, or a betier way for Norihweef Indiana and contibute lo
the eceonomic deveicpment and greater good of our reglon, state, nation, or wedd.” Principal pariners and sponsors of the soclety include
ArcelomMittal, Bukva Imaging, Horssshoe Casino, Kiieg DeVault, NIPSCO, Northwest Indiang Business Quartedy, the Tlmes Media Company, and
the Center for Wosldorce Innovaiiona

iake Hills was sslected for induciion based on lts accomplishment as the only elementary magnel school in Indlana that isfocused on STEM -
Science, Technology, Erginesiing, and Maih. MG Robolios “Team Firehawk’ was recognized for Its receipt of the Rookie Team Award at regional
FIRST Robotics Competition fast spring, and for representing Michfgan Cify at the National contest in 8t. Louis.

“We ara sa proud of Lake Hillsand of the innovative workthat [slaling place there, through the inlegration of STEM In the classmom, and through
partnerships with higher education, businessas, and communily agencies,” said Dr. Baikara Eason-Watlins, Michigan City Area Schools
Superntendant. “We are also thiilled io hava a regionally regognized rebotics team for our high sshool students, created by our Safe Hambor
progranm In cotlaboralion with numerous business and communlty partners. The fact that fiva of our own were among Those recognized for
innovation lhls year by the Society is fruly rematkable.”

Represenfatives of Lake Hilisand the Michigan City Robotlcs team were also honored by the MCAS School Board at Hs meeting on Oofobes 23.

Safe Harbor's Heds Higain raceives a recognifion cerificate from School Board Secretary Bill Graene.

Al the Board meeting, Lake Hills Principal Connle Baghmann and STEM Speclalid Sheliey Deutcher providad an overview of activitiestaking
place af the schoot, in the classwoem, through aftersshool clubs, and asa resulf of communily partnerships. Teachers Rebecoa Kozlik Shannon
Chavls, and Susan Poehl described the infegration of 8TEM sublects across the cuniculum, the uss of fechnology, and the field experiencesand
parinershlps that have contibuled to the school’s success, Three Lake Hillsstudents alss addressed the Board: Fifth grader Nyia Asad spoke about
the "Green Team" and other sudent projects; fourth grader Delotes Adams speke sbout her family's parlicipaiion and enjoyment of quariedy
STEM aclivities, and fourth grader Wiltiam Mansfleld spoke about study frips.

2of3 06/11/2013 04:43 PM



Society of Innovators selects new members, fellows...
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§ Soclety of Innovators selects new members, fellows

Oct 18
2012

GARY | Ivy Tech Communlty College Northwest and The Soclety of Inmovators announced the
2012-13 Class of Fellows, Chanute Prize recipients and Membzers to be inducted at the eighth
annual Innovators Induction Ceremany tonight at the Horseshoe Casino In Hammond,

At the Induction ceremony, the region’s Gerald 1. Lamkin Fellow for Innovation and Service will also
be announcad,

“The 8th Innovators Induction Ceremony will induck some of the most Innovative “thinkers,
dyeamers and daers’ across Morthwest Indiana.” sald Chancelior ), Guadalupe Valtlerra said
Chancallor), Guadalupa Valtierra.

Enductees reprasent Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Newton, Porter, Pulaski, and Starke counties. I'n
addition te three individual and team merabers Inducted previously, 12 new Individual members and
15 pew team-members will be hopored,

Six new Fellows Include Neal K. Haskell, 5t. Joseph’s College, Renssetaer; Gus Olymyldle, Famlily
Express; Olga Petryszyn, Re-MAX Affillates, Valparaiso; Peard Pilnce, Frankie Woods MceCuilough
Glrls Academy, Gary; Eugene 5. Smotkin, NuVant, Grown Polnt; and Gregg A, VanDusseldorp S,
O mnitech Systems Inc., Valparaiso.

This yeai, there are two co-reclplents for the Chanute Prize for Team Innovation. One is The Center
for Innavation through Visualization and Simulatlon at Purdue University Calumet, represented by
Chenn Q. Zhou, ditector of the Center. The cther is the “S-in motion” Project of ArcelorMittal Global
Research & Development Genter In East Chicago, reprasented by Blake K, Zuidema, director of
Autometive Product Applicatlons,

The Folfowing Individuzals are alse befng lnducted as members into The Soclety of Innovators:
Speros Batistatos, Marc Chase, Raymundo A. Garcia, Neal H, Haskell, Kassia Meeks, QOlga
Petryszyn; Pearl Ptlnce, Pave Ryan, Eugene S, Smotkin, Anthony Thurman, Gregg A.
VanDusseldorp Sr. and Harry J. Vande Velde 1131,

The following teams ara also being inducted as members Into The Soclety of Innovators: Alternative
Enargy Demonstration Team, Porter County Carear and Tech Center; Franciscan Alllance Physiclan
Tear; Green Farms Agronomics & Mycology Team; Hosplee Artisans, Hespice of the Calumet Area
‘Feam; INTAC 697 Teary; Laks Hills STEM Magnet Schecl Team, Michigan City; Michigan City
Robotlcs #3936 Team; Multi-Specialty Navigation Surgery Suite, Methodist Hospltals Team;
NIPSCO “IN-Charge” Electitc Vehicle Team; NIPSCO Mohlle Website Team; Park Prescriptions
Program of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Team; Portage Township Schools Critical Values
Presign Team; "Rural and Rustic” Tourfsm Team; South Shore Arts/Northwest Indlana Symphony
Crchestra Team; and Omanltech Systems Team, Valparaiso.

For more informatlon, contact Tohn Davies, assistant divector of the Gerald I. Lamkin Innovation

and Entreprenaurship Center and managing director of The Soclety, at (219)981-1111 ext. 2292,
Courtesy of the Times,

Previgus Paost << >> Pext Post

Previolis Fost << 23> Next Post

hiip:/fwww methedisthospitals.org/society-of-immova,..
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ValpoLife.com | Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on ...
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Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on October 13
WRITTEN BY MIGHIGAN CITY AREASGHOOLS LAST UPDATED ON 12 QUTOBER 2012
: AR
Lake Hills STEM Magnet Schoof (201
Ferguson Road, Michigan Cily}invites familles,
neighbors, and membars of the cemmutnity to
attend its Bird Festival on Saturday, Colober
13, from 9:09 - 11:.60 a.m.
The avent is lree, and it will feature exhibils
and special aotivitles by the Audubon Soclety, SEARCH OUR SITE
ihe Indiana Dunes Natlonal Lakeshore, the I coarch 1
Lubeznik Art Center, the IzaakWallon League earch.,.

and rmany others,

According 1o Lake Hills STEM Coordinator Shellay Deulscher, Bird Festlival vistors will be
*handed” asihey enter the event, o dmulate bird handing that selentists perform to frack
migrailon patteins. Both children and aduils can then try thelr hand at a bird-related craft, leam
about blid feeding, take a hike fo see local birds and their habitats, and view live birds that will
be on display (ineluding plaeons, chickens, geess, ducls, and olfiers, courlesy of area 4-H

Clubs).

Speclal thanks to the following individualsorganizations, which are taking pan in the Festival or

ae donating materals and expertisel

4-H Pigeon Club

4-H Peuliny Club

Brandt's Empoium

Cub Scouls

Fiiends of Indiana Dunes

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
Indiana Turkey Federation
Intematlonal Friendship Gardens
lzaak Wallton League, Chapler 7

Lake Hills Student Councit

Laks Hills Life Skifls Club

Lubezntk Center for the Ards

Fionaser Lumber

Potawatomi Audubon Soclety

Purdize Nerh Central Vet Club

St. Joe Pars

Safe Haibor

Wild Birds Unlimited .
Wendy Smith, environmental educator
Sandra Wilmore, blrd banding expert

1of3
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Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on Qctober 13 : Mi... http://www.aowitimes,.com/news/localflaporte/michig...

Lake Hills to Host Bird Festival on October 13

OCTOBER 12, 2012 1:17 PM - CONTRIBUTED BY BETSY KOHN | MICHIGAN CiTY SCHOOLS

MICHIGAN CITY | Lake Hills STEM Magnet School, 201 Ferguson Road, invites

families, neighbors, and members of the community to attend its Bird Festival on
Saturday, Cciober 13, from 9-11 a.m.

The event is free, and it will feature exhibits and special activities by the Audubon
Society, the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, the Lubeznik Art Center, the Izaak
Walion League and many others.

According to Lake Hills STEM Coordinator Shelley Deuischer, Bird Festival visitors will
be "banded” as they enter the avent, to simulate bird banding that scientists perferm to
rack migration patterns. Both children and aduits can then try their hand ata
bird-related craft, learn about bird feeding, take a hike to see local birds and their
habitats, and view live birds that will be on display (including pigeons, chickens, geese,
ducks, and others, courtesy of area 4-H Glubs).

Special thanks 1o the following individuals/organizations, which are faking partin the
Festival or are donating materials and expetrtise!

e 4-H Pigeon Club

¢ 4-H Pouliry Club

e Brandi's Emporium

e Gub Scouis

Friends of Indiana Dunes

indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
Indiana Turkey Federation
international Friendship Gardens
izaak Walkion League, Chapter 7

s Lake Hills Student Council

e |_ake Hllls Life Skills Glub

s Lubeznik Center for the Aris

» Pioneer Lumber

e Potawatomi Audubon Socisly

s Purdue North Gentral Vet Club

s St, Joe Parks

o Safe Harbor

e Wild Birds Unlimited

s Wendy Smith, environmental educator
o Sandra Wilmore, bird banding expenrt
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Mews » Local

‘Adopt-a-Beach’ day at Washington Park a part of larger cleanup eifort

By Stephanie Kuschel
Staff Writer

Published: Sunday, September 16, 2012 5:068 AMCDT

MICHIGAN CITY — Adopt-a-Beach volunteers in
Washington Park on Saturday took part in the

world’s largest inteimational volunteer effort to
dean up coastal waterways and beaches,

Adopt-a-Beach events, like the one in
Washington Park, are a part of a grassroots
effart to support the international coastal
cleanup efforts of The Ocean Conservancy, a
nonprofit ocean action graup, and its
partnerships with national and regional
nonprofits, which all support healthy marine
acosystems.

Over the past 25 years, through the efforts of
these international partnerships, more than 9
million volunteers wordwide have cdeaned up
and recorded data for roughly 145 million
pounds of trash found near bodies of watey
around the world, according to The Qcean
Conservancy's website. '

Shannon Easan, who coordinated the
Washington Park Beach cleanup team for the
Michigan City Parks and Recreation Department,
sald volunteers recorded the types of litter they
found on the beach to help provide research
and statistics for the Aliiance for the Great
Lakes {AGL), a nonprofit organization that
promotes the health of the great lakes and its
neighboring ecosystems.

Eason said in addition to promoting graater
awareness and appreciation for the beach, the
cleanup was alse meant to help educate the
publiic about the types of issues facing the
beach.

H iF i

Hansen Hw ang, an eight-year-old from Michigan City, said he
caime to the beach with his mother because he cared about
keeping the planet clean. Photo by Stephanie Kuschel

“Pagple come out, see the kind of garbage that’s on the beach and see where the problems are,”
Eason said, “... In Chicago, because so many cigarette butts were found on the beaches, people
helped move forward laws that eventually banned smoking on Chicago beaches. And in Michigan ...
after finding indusirial waste on the beaches, they traced it back io a company that had been
dumping it in the lake and were able te shut it down. ... Things like that come from people seeing

what’s going an at the beaches.”

James Burden, who came to the event with a team of fellow employees, working under contract for
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through Techiaw Inc,, said he and his coworkers came

thenewsdispatch, comvartleles/201 2/09/16Mews/local/docB055103a4dfE3848865315 prit
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to the event to show their support for the beach and the environment.

*If you use the beach, yéu should take care of it,” Burden said. “"And it’s nice to get this dons on a

valunteer basis, ... It cuis costs for the cliy and keeps the beaches maintained without taking from
tax money.” ,

Copyright @ 2013 - The News Dispatch
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Michigan City High School receives school improvement grant

By Lois Tomaszewski
Staff Writer
Published; Wednasday, August 29, 2012 5:07 PM CDT

MICHIGAN CITY — A plan to improve Michigan City High School was onhe of nine selected to receive
state funding, school officlals announced at the board of frustees’ meeting Tuasday.

‘The Innovative School Improvement Grant will provide $298,000 to address students® math scores
and grades, improve using department heads as mentors to teachers and providing support to
freshmen who struggle, Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins told the board. "We ars vary
pleased to have additional resourcas to support our efforts, because we believe our plan has the
potential to make a real and lasting impact at our high school," Eason-Watkins said.

Michigan City Area Schools Initially submitted applications for four scheols. Elston, Niamann and
Pine met the cariteria for the selection process, which limited eligibility to lower-performing schools.
The high school was the only ane ta make it through the selection process.

For the high school, the plan calls for improved supervision of teachers; additional professional
development opportunities, espedially In algebra; and instituting a freshrman academy of 100
students, with a freshman attendance counselor and part-time academy director, This plan was
one of nine out of 150 submitted to receive funding. "Special thanks to Xavier Botana, Jan Radford,
MCHS Principal Lee Dabagia and Phyills Stark for their work on this grant,” Eason-Watkins said. "1
waould also tike to acknowledge our algebra {eachers and high school ieadership team for making
improvaments at our high school."

This information was one of two positive pleces of news Eason-Watkins shared with the board.
She also noted that Lake Hills Elementary School, a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
magnet school, received national recognition. The school has been included in a "best practices”
database maintalned by the American Scheol Board Journal.

"Lake Hills was one of only 81 highly-scored programs selected for inclusion in the database this
year, from among hundreds of applications reviewed by the Natlonal School Boards Association as
part of its annual MAGNA Awards program,” Eason-Watkins said.The schools included in the
database serve as a resource to other schools and educators, with information on practices,
solutions and new ideas.

"It is absolutely amazing (that the high school received the grant},” beard member Jeffrey Jones
said. "It's a testament to the hard work of the staif.”

Jones also praised Lake Hills efforts, saying that the MAGNA awards designation was "shining a
light” on efforts to Improve Michigan City Schools. "this is national recognition of the efforts that
have been going on with Michigan City Area Schools," he said.

In other action:

» Associate Superintendent Xavier Botana told the board that first day attendance counts showed
97 percent attendance at all schools. This year, 6,065 students were enrolled as of Aug. 22, the
first day of schoaol for students, with 5,911 students showing up. That is a slight decrease from last
year's first day attendance total, which was 6,107.Botana told the board that these figures are
preliminary, The officlaf attendance count is taken in mid-September. "Last year we galned
students between the first day of school and the official count,” Botana said, *We are hoping we

thenewsdispatch.comiaricles/2012/08/28news localidoct03d70bf T 1fbc6 7860567 7.prt W2
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will do that this year as well."

The district has also looked at the staffing projections and made some changes, incuding adding
two new kindergarten classrooms at Lake Hills and Coolspring elementaries. A first grade position
has also opened up at Knapp, but one position was eliminated at Marsh. These changes allowed

all elementary teachers who were laid off at the end of the school year to be called back to work,
Botana said.

Copyiight ® 2013 - The News Dispatch
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The 120 area students taking part in the Purdue
University North Central STEM Summer Camp
@ PNC, 2012 are gaining a first-hand look at how
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(the STEM disciplines) are vital to their lives and
a fundamental component of most everything they
do. ‘

The five-week camp brings young people, ages six
to 12, to 15 to the PNC campus as part of the sum-
mer programming for the La Porte County Coalition
of Youth Serving Agencies (¥YSA) including Imagi-
nation Station, Boys and Girls Club, Michigan City
Parks and Recreation, Safe Harbor, Barker Woods
and North Central Community Action Agencies in
Michigan City. Camp is underwritten in part by
Michigan City Enxichment Corp.

Each group traveled to PNC one morning a week
for five weeks, with each week featuring a differ-
ent theme exploring a different aspect of the STEM
disciplines. With the entire PNC campus serving as
a classroom, PNC faculty, staff and local profession-
als serve as instructors, presenting age-appropriate
learning activities for the students. For many, the
camp presented their first opportunity to visit to a
college campus.

The camp drew to a close last week with the ae-
tivity, “From the Ground Up or the Sky Down” with
Tocal artist and teacher Nancy Saxon. NIPSCO is
sponsoring this week’s activities.

“I believe art provides a perfect learning platform

for STEM coneepts,” noted Saxon.
Saxon opened “From the Ground Up or the Sky
Down” with a tour of the PNC campus to study its
many large-scale sculptures and to analyze and dis-
cover what makes a sculpture visually balanced.
Following this, the students are asked to apply
their knowledge to create an individual work of
sculpture.
Saxon explained that during this process the stu-
dents combine imagination with engineering while

choosing to create their sculpture from items such
as wooden dowels, rocks, blocks, twine, wire and
cardboard. The young artists will learn about struc-
ture as they consider how placing and connecting
assorted materials will allow a lasting visually in-
teresting composition.

“There are countless leggons to be learned in this
project,” noted Saxzon. “Students test their own ideas
in a group setting go that everyone learns from each
other while they create totally individual works of
art or science.” ’

Saxon also thanked NIPSCO for its sponsorship.
“IL would like the community to know that this pro-
gram would not be possible without the involvement
of NIPSCO. Its contribution provides an exceptional
week of learning by highly qualified instructors on a
college campus. Learning experiences such as these
change lives. Thanks to NIPSCO, dozens of chil-
dren will have the opportunity to experience some-
thing wonderful.”

The camp curricula also featured:

v, Kumara Jayasuriya, associate viee chancel-
lor for Academie Affairg and associate professor of
Mathematics, leading campers on an exploration of
math.

Dr. David Pratt, associate professor of Education,
teaching how helpful computers can be at provid-
ing virtual experiences to teach physics principles
of the real world.

Dr. Joseph Schroer, assistant professor of Educa-
tion, leading students in a fascinating examination
of potential and kinetic energy while building dif-
ferent types of twisting and turning roilercoasters.

Joan Wisniewski, Potawatomi Audubon Society
president and other members, introducing students
to the eagle.

Students from the Michigan Gity Parks and Recreation Depariment enjoy creating thelr own sculptures during the “From the Ground Up or the Sky
Down" activities offered as part of the Purdue University North Central Sclence, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Summer Camp.
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Sclence teacher Allen Boone and (hird gmders Jopathan Flemings and Nater! Troutman use some of the Vemier Science devices to measuie pH in fiquid.
{Fhoto by Hiok A. Richards)

A good handyman knowe the job is always easier
with the right toole. Why should it be any different
for teachers?

By themselves, teachers inspive and encour-
age children to learn. But when they’re given tools
they've never had the opportunity fo use in the
classroom, it’s awe ingpiring what they can do.

And its taking place at Lake Hills STEM Magnet
School in Michigan City, thanks to a $10,000 scien-
tiic grant awarded to the school by Vernier Soft-
ware & Technology of Beaverton, Ore. Lake Hills
was one of onky 10 elementary schools in the nation
to receive the grant. In all, the company presented
similar grants to 10 eolleges and 10 high schools.
The 30 granta were symbolic of Vernier’s 304k an-
niversary.

Shelly Dentscher, a science teacher at Lake Hills,
agye she learned of the grant opportunity from

school librerian Mary Gish. Deutacher filled out
the application and sent it off, not expecting to hear
anything.

“We figured it would he good experience for us for
future grants as a way to get our thoughts down,”
says Deutscher. “We were totally surprised when we
were selected.”.

Vernier is one of the nation's largest suppliers of
equipment for laboratories and schools. It provides
sverything from iemperature and pressure moni-
toring devices to weather stations and sophisticated
meaguring devices for college and professional labo-
ralories.

PDeutscher says that when Lake Hills learned it
had been chosen the first guestion everybody had
was “What now?”

Confinued en Page 2



holo by Lois Tomaszawskl

ivity tables at Lake Rills

, hiave suppey, visit more

 Seholastie Book Falr, On display

tmore about their children’s progress. The




March 22, 2012 Dozctos

This hand-held monitor from Vemisr {s the hoart of the equipmant
provided in a $10,000 grant o Lake Hills Elsmeantary. Difetant probes
and sensors can be aitached, alfowing it io perform a varisty of sdontiic
examinations. {Photo by Bizk &, Richards}
thinge they drirk, Originally the experiment called
for students to measure water and milk, but Jona-
than says the students added Cole and Monster en-

ergy drink to the list.

“We all thought Coke would be the highesat,” says
Jonathan, “We were wrong. It was Monstern” Bul it
wag only a little higher, says Watori.

Hince the experiment, Natoxi and Jonathan both
say they've cut back on the amount of Coke and
Monster they drink.

That left Boone beaming. “That’s a good example
of what lesyning is all about. This is a change to
take learning outinto the real world.” In the spring,
Boone and hig studentis wiil take some of the de-
vices outside to do experiments on soil and plants.

Sclence fachar Alen Boonae and third grader Jonathar Flemings set up
an expetiment o measurs the pH of water, (Pholo by Rick A, Richards)

Confinued on Page 4
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In Case Of Emergency, Dial

Dalivered woakly, frea of charge to Birch Tres Fame, Duneland Beach, Grand Beach, Hidden
Shores, Long Beach, Michiana Shores, Michlana Mt and Shoraland Hills. Tha Beacher s also

delivered lo public places in Michigan City, Naw Buffalo, LaPorte and Shatldan Beach,

Thiz table full of soientlfic equipmient, including a weather statlon, is patt of a $10,600

arant from Vernler to Lake Hills Elementary, Among the equipment is a tragnetie fleld

gensor, curent probe, temperatura probe, a hand-field mictosoope, a motion detector,
gas pressura sensor and a pH sensor, (Phole by Rick A, Richards)

Computes rant Gentinued from Paged i1

What devices did the school need for its
science program? How would it choose which
devices to buy? Even though Vernier pro-
vided a catalog, Deutscher says the choices
were overwhelming.

“Vernier was great, though. They came to |
the school and helped us put together our
order,” sayg Doutscher, who adds that input
from the faculiy was an Important part of g
the process.

HEven though Lake Hills received the same
kind of eguipment in use in colleges and uni-
versities, the items are being used by second
through fifth graders.

“We looked st each specifie grade level

and what might help meet it3 needs,” says Sclence feacher Allen Boone holds a menitor autfited with a temperature probe that is
£ P , Y sccurate 10 within a lenih of a degree. (Photo by Rick A, Richards)

Deutscher. “It’s also besn a big help that
Purdue North Central has offered support to help
us get our curriculum up and going.”

‘When boxes and boxes of equipment arrived just
hefore Christinag, teachers and school administra-
torg dug in like Santa Claus had arrived carly.

“Fveryone was talking af once,” says Deuischer,
“What should we do? How do we set our labs up?”

Once the excitement died down, Deutscher says
the process focuged on core science areas abt Lake
Hillz — life sciences, physical sclence, engineering/

technology, and earth/space.

“We have been teaching these subjecis all
along, but the equipment helps us investi-
gate them more thoroughly. It’s a great tool
for the kids,” says Deutscher.

Onee the equipment arrvived, representa-
tives from Vernier returned to Lake Hills
and provided in-service training for feach-
ers. They reviewed each item and showed
teachers how o use it and how to integrate
it inte the claggroom,

Seience teacher Allen Boone gaya he was
thrilled to recelve the equipment. “Tt en-
haneces learning and it ghows our students
the latest technology. They're using equip-
ment some of them might not otherwize see
until they get o college.”

As Boone worked with two of kie third
graders, he says the equipment offers them
*the dream of being whatever they want to

be-”

Natori Troutman, 9, and Jonathan Flemings, 9,
are experienced hands at uging some of the equip-
nient. They've already conducted experiments using
a pH meter, temperature gauge and a device that
measure the reflectivity of light.

“It’s really neat,” says Jonathan., “It makes me
want to study and go to college.”

Natori and Jonathan say their favorite experi-
nient: so far was measuring the pH in the everyday



By Debm‘ah Sederberg

-Staff Wrzzer

MIGHIGAN CITY — Tt looks
a Little like.a small food firoces-

sor with measurmg spoons, all-

aboitt tablespoon size, whulmg
around on their sides.

But that deviceis an important '

part of a $10,000 weather sta-
tion, which will be installed soon
at Lake Hills Magnet STEM El-

ementaly School, STEM refers'
to science, fe¢hnology, engineer-. -

ing and math

At Lake Hills, the curricun-
lum, .siwilar to other elementa-
ry schaols, includes reading and
writing, social studies, art and
other subject areas, but at Lake
Hills, the other si:udy areas in-
clude STEM as well.-

Students read 'about science
and math, write about science
and math and they. might write
dramasg absut sciente and math
or scientists and mathemat1~
cians..

A sereen aﬁached to A pmbe md:rates
the temperature of a giass of ica water

-:3.1 degrees Celsius - at Lake Hills,

Magnet STEM Elementary Scheol

That’ where Shelley

Dentscher comes into the pic-

ture. Déutscher is the STEM .
coordinator for Take Hills, ex-
plained Connie Bachmann, prin-
cipal of Lake Hilla, -

“T work with teachers to help
them build the STEM subgects
into various other subJ ect aveas,”
ghe #aid, )

Soon, students m1ght be writ-
ing dramas about weather, which
here; on the southern shore of

Lal{e M1r.h1gan, isa natural dra- -

'mer-
. ogy, Lake.
-sehools

’I‘hanks toa grant from Vel— %
Software « and Technol-
lillg is one of just 1D
£ Co nhry Bexving
klndergar,en “through -

_ elgiuth gradés to receive $10 {}00

in Vernier technoh}gy
Lake Hills officials chuse fo in-
vest in the. Weathex si.atmn. .
A varlety of probes 3 110y
students to” Taeapure ,tempera—
tures of soil, iee water and in
all pighahility, Lake Michigan.

-Those things: that logk ifke ta- .

bIespoons will measure wmd :
. Boftware from the outside
compenents {the whole food pro-
cessor-like piece) will-be used to
take readings from outdoors and -
to keep records of the readings. |
Before long, the informakion
from the weather- station will be -
broadeast during morning an- -
nouncements at Lake Ilills. '
Teachers. will learn how to
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work with the equipment through a train-
ing webinar with Verpier, said Deuntscher.
“This is a terrific oppoviumity for our
sald Deutscher about the
weather stationl and the grant that made
the weather station possible,
“We're really excited about having s
guality cutting-edge equipment; especial-
ly iw'an elementary school,” she said,

MEETINGS

The Michigan Town-
ship Board will meet
at b pm. Jan 25 at
the - fownghip office
at 2601 E. Michigan
Blvd. Anyone needing
special arrangements

should call the town-

5201, -

about hig paity is that

“pecple vote their con-

" sefence and their district.
“'The minority party wants

to turn this into a politi-

" ¢al war. But people here .
“should be representing
- their digtriet”

Dermady is not on the

| committee that is hearing
; the bill this morning, but
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e
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n
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is on the Ways and Means
committee which handles
figeal issues, “Pm just here
doing the job I was elected
to do, I expect people to do
their job and that means
getting info -their seats
and doing their job.”
Bosma said be is confi-
dent he will be able to lock
in the votes neegded fo pass
‘the meagure. “Welll just
keep calm.and carry on,”
he eaid, echoing the Brit-
igh World War II-motto he
has a&api;ed for the right- .
to-work batile. .
Republicans want * to
make Indiana the firgt
state in more than a de-
dadetoenachright-to-work
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legislation, which. bans
employment  contracls
that require mandabory
union fees for representa-
tion, .Supporters claim it

would bring moré jobs to-

Tndiana, where the, unem-
ployment rate has crept
back up to ‘avound 9 per-
cent in the racent months,
Opponents sayitis a move
aimed. at breaking unions
in Indisna and claim it
would depress wages for
all workers.

The mbeasure is expect-
ed to find an easy path

through the state Senafe,"

where Republicans out-
numaber Democrats 37-13.
‘Republicans  imposed

$1,000-per-day fines. for.
prolonged absences after

a five-week walkout by
Demoerats last yeds over
the same issue,

Rep. Jerry Tor, R-Car-
mel gaid that 1f House
Democrats stay in session

the nght-to.iwork measure
could make it t6 the gover- -

nor's desk a8 sooh as two
weeks from now.

But if they uge =& start-
anil-stop approach to stall
the medsure fuirther, Re-
publicans will be réady
with fines, he said.

“8o if their idea 18, come
in ore day bé gone two
days, come i a day be
gone two, that’s not going
to fly for very long at all,”
he gaid,

The measure
reach Gov, Mitch Daniels’
desk before the Feb. 5 Su-
per Bowl in Indianapolis,
Daniels has made the la-
bor bill' one of his top pm-

orities for the 2012 session -

and appeared in television
ads pushing the measure,
Lagt week, the NFL Play-
ers Assematmn called the
bill “a political ploy de-

signed to destroy basm‘

workers rights”

Jén: 5, 1928 + Jan. 10, 2010
- Hee loving fact ¥ hope o ece again,
Though the daps have gasced avay,

Sleep or, dear wile, and rake your resh
Thcy s o most who Iam! yout bests

to attend the meeting

could,

Husbam‘! Atbr zad C’fnl&uns cott, Keiste, and Macis -

and Grandchildren

.....

ship office at 874~




61413 Print Version = Building aroller coaster; Lake Hills students compste in the "Great Thiill Ride Bulld OF

News » Local

Building a roller coaster: Lake Hiils students compete in the 'Great Thrill Ride
Build Off

By Lois Tamaszewski
Staff Writer

Published: Wednesday, Febyuary 15, 2012 5:07 PMCST

MICHIGAM CITY — Ask the fifth grade science
studenis at Lake Hills Elementary about rolier
coasters and they wili tell you about gravity,
friction and kinetic energy, complicated scientific
concepts brought to life by building a model
roiler coaster,

Science teacher Allen Boone signed his students
up to compete in the national "Great Thrill Ride
Build Off," sponsored by Cedar Point
Amusement Park and K'Nex toys. [t is an effort
to promote the park's Science Week. Five
winning groups are selected to display their
model at the park, and to win tickets and K'Nex
building sets.

The contest is open to students in sixth grade .
through high school, That could be a problem for
the students at Lake Hills. The fifth graders,
however, are being allowed to enter because

the school is a magnet school. Boone sald he is
waiting to hear whether his students will ba
allowed to win even though they are younger
than the rules allow.

But whatever that decision may be, the
students have already won by learning both
sdentific concepts as well as life skills including

probiem solving and team work. With each new | Fifth grade students at Lake Hils Bementary work on building
twist and turn, students encountered glitches a scale rofler coaster as part of a national competition

and had to figure out how to correct the sponsored by K-NEX and Cedar Point Amusement Park. At
problem by increasing velocdity, minimizing work are: (in front) Skrone Gil, {next row , frotn left) Makia
friction and capitalizing on gravity. Mo motars Fritz, Jennifer Cardenas, (i back, from left) Rodrige Serrano,
can be used to propel the 8,000 piece model, Hion Foe and Michae! Haw thorne,

WhiCﬁ lf‘ bu”t in real ﬁfe WDU]d be 320 feet ta". Lo eeat oo s on£vestmet s e e £ e 211 e end et £ Sk LA oA bR SeeRt Saeemie £ a et s e ookt bearaert st tes et e

Students had to design the roller coaster, called the STEM Devil, a nod fo their school and a
reference to what would surely be a white-knuckle ride if the coaster was actually built, The narme
was selected by student vate Tuesday from several possibilities, ranging from a student's name to
the Scream Machine and Twister of Fate,

"We had to build it from the ground up,” Boone said. "We had no idea where it was going."

Students bagan building the model in October, working one to two hours per weelk. Boone said he
haopes to wrap up the proeject in the next few weeks. Five photographs of thé medel, a video
showing how i works and a 500-word essay which "deals with the sclence of it" must he

thenevsdispatch.oom/articlesf2012/02{15hrewsocal/doc4i3b24ch4ec 27115779031, prt ' 12
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submitted by April 1,

“The students have been tremendously excited about the project,” Boone sald.
Even though there is still time, Boone and his students are ready to move on. The next scientific

project is designing a robotic hand out of the same K'Nex building sets.

Copyright ® 2013 - The News Dispatch
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News = Opinion

Magnet schools show the promise of our kids’ fufure
By Dr. Vidya 5. Kora

For The News-Dispatch

Published: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 B.07 PMC5T

In an effort to improve student achievement and to provide more choices to students and parents
within the public school system, the Michigan City Area Schools started two magnet pregrams last
year at the elementary level.

The magnet program at Lake Hills is devoied to STEM (sclence, technology, engineering and math)
and the magnet program at Pine School is devoted to visual and performing arts.

[ had the privilege of visiting these twao schools recently and meeting their outstanding principals,
Mrs. Connie Bachmann at Lake Hills and Mr. Charles Kaiser, Jr. at Plne School, the STEM
Coordinator Mrs. Sheiley Dautscher, the fine arts coach Mrs. Donald Beck and some teachers and
students. I was Impressed by the dedication, commitment and passion of these individuals and of
the many ouistanding teachers and leaders at these two buildings.

In a global economy, for our community and country to be competitive, we need STEM programs. By
linking science, technology and math in a coordinated fashion, this program helps children become
problem solvers, innovators, inventors and lagical thinkers.

Who knows, we may have a Steve Jobs or a Bill Gates in the making at Lake Hills.

In difficult economic times, arts aducation tends to get cut at schools, But education in visual and
performing arts helps students connect the right side of the brain with the left side and helps
improve test scores while teaching such valuable life skilis as developing a vision, to persist, to be
playful and to learn from their mistakes.

Since these magnet programs were rolled out, parent participation has increased, which is truly a
blessing. The support fom parent groups, community groups like the Lubeznik Centar, the artists’
community in Tryon Farms and the various environmental groups has been remarkable.

The one parinership that deserves a specdial mention is the one these programs have at Purdue
Morth Central. I want to express my gratitude to Chancellor Dworkin and his faculty and students
for their involvament, encouragement and participation.

All these wonderful changes would not have heen possible without the support of my colleagues
on the school board and the leadership of Superintendent Barbara Eason-Watkins, her Associate
Superintandent, Mr, Xavier Boiana, their leadership team at the administration building and the
support staff at ali the buildings.

In an environment of limited resources, this team has been innovative in allocating resources,
recruiting and retaining good teachers, focusing on their professional development and creating
vital community partnerships.

I am grateful to everyane who has been involved in acreating these outstanding magnet programs
and I am hopeful that we will extend these magnet prograrms to the middle school level next year.

1 fully recognize that Michigan City Area Schaols has a long way to go to achieve its fulf potentiai
but touring these two magnet schools recently makes me optimistic about the future.

henewsdispatch.comvariiclas/2012/02/08news/opinicndocat_guest ediforials/docdf32dfelcobi3844216941 .prt 12
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Dy, Vidya S. Kora is a Michigan Clty Area Schools board member.

Copyright © 2013 - The News Dispatch

[x] Close Window

thenewsdispalch.comiarticles/2012/02/08hewsiopinionflocal_guest_editorialsidocai32dfefe9af3844216241.prt

o2



